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TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with gusts 
as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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Associated Press

HOUSTON — A corona-
virus resurgence is wiping 
out two months of  progress 
in the U.S. and sending in-
fections to dire new levels 
across the South and West, 
with hospital administrators 
and health experts warn-
ing Wednesday that politi-
cians and a tired-of-being-
cooped-up public are letting a 
disaster unfold.

The U.S. recorded a one-day 
total of  34,700 new confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, the highest 
level since late April, when 
the number peaked at 36,400, 
according to a count kept by 
Johns Hopkins University.

While newly confirmed in-
fections have been declining 
steadily in early hot spots 
such as New York and New 
Jersey, several other states 
set single-day records this 
week, including Arizona, Cal-
ifornia, Mississippi, Nevada, 
Texas and Oklahoma. Some 
of  them also broke hospital-
ization records, as did North 
Carolina and South Carolina.

“People got complacent,” said 
Dr. Marc Boom, CEO of  the 
Houston Methodist hospital 
system. “And it’s coming back 
and biting us, quite frankly.”

Stocks slid on Wall Street 
as the news dampened hopes 
for a quick economic turn-
around. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average lost over 700 
points for a drop of  2.7%. The 
broader S&P 500 fell 2.6%.

The virus has been blamed 
for over 120,000 U.S. deaths — 
the highest toll in the world — 
and more than 2.3 million con-
firmed infections nationwide. 
On Wednesday, the widely 
cited University of  Washing-
ton computer model of  the 
outbreak projected nearly 
180,000 deaths by Oct. 1.
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Members of Orange County Fire Rescue pack personal pro-
tective equipment items including disposable face masks, 
reusable masks and hand sanitizer in bags to be handed 
out to small businesses Wednesday in Orlando, Fla. Be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic, Orange County hopes 
to supply up to 10,000 businesses with the items over the 
next several days.
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Visitors wearing masks to protect against the spread of COVID-19 pose for photos at the 
Alamo, which remains closed, in San Antonio Wednesday. Cases of COVID-19 have spiked 
in Texas and the governor of Texas is encouraging people to wear masks in public and 
stay home if possible.

Associated Press

BERLIN — Bayer said 
Wednesday that it will 
pay up to $10.9 billion to 
settle litigation over the 
weedkiller Roundup, 
which has faced thou-
sands of  lawsuits over 
claims it causes cancer.

Bayer said it was also 
paying up $1.22 billion 
to settle two additional 
areas of  intense litiga-
tion, one involving toxic 
chemical PCB in wa-
ter, and one involving 
dicamba, another weed-
killer.

The company said 
the settlement over 
Roundup, which is 
made by its Monsanto 
subsidiary, involves 
about 125,000 filed and 
unfiled claims. Under 

the agreement, Bayer 
will make a payment of  
$8.8 billion to $9.6 bil-
lion to resolve current 
litigation, and $1.25 bil-

lion to address potential 
future litigation, even 
as the company con-
tinues to maintain that 
Roundup is safe.

“In short, this is the 
right action at the right 
time for Bayer,” CEO 
Werner Baumann said 
during a conference 
call with reporters. In 
a statement, he called 
the settlement “finan-
cially reasonable when 
viewed against the sig-
nificant financial risks 
of  continued, multi-
year litigation and the 
related impacts to our 
reputation and to our 
business.”

Monsanto developed 
glyphosate — a key in-
gredient in Roundup — 
in the 1970s. The weed-
killer has been sold in 
more than 160 coun-
tries and widely used 
in the U.S. Bayer, which 
bought St. Louis-based 

Monsanto in 2018, said 
last year that all gov-
ernment regulators that 
have looked at the issue 
have rejected a link be-
tween cancer and gly-
phosate.

The herbicide came 
under increasing scru-
tiny after the France-
based International 
Agency for Research on 
Cancer, which is part of  
the World Health Orga-
nization, classified it as 
a “probable human car-
cinogen” in 2015.

Lawsuits against Mon-
santo followed. Mon-
santo has attacked the 
international research 
agency’s opinion as an 
outlier. The U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Agency says glyphosate 

is safe for people when 
used in accordance with 
label directions.

Attorney Robin Gre-
enwald of  the New York 
law firm Weitz & Luxen-
berg, which represented 
several people who filed 
suit against Monsanto, 
welcomed the settle-
ment.

“It has been a long 
journey, but we are 
very pleased that we’ve 
achieved justice for the 
tens of  thousands of  
people who, through 
no fault of  their own, 
are suffering from 
Non-Hodgkin Lym-
phoma after using a 
product Monsanto as-
sured them was safe,” 
Greenwald said in a 
statement.

Bayer paying up to $10.9B to settle Monsanto weedkiller case
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In this, Feb. 24, 2019, file photo, containers of 
Roundup are displayed at a store in San Francisco.
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Three area nonprofit 
institutions have re-
ceived federal CARES 
Act grants through the 
National Endowment 
for the Humanities to 
help retain staff.

Hastings College, 
Hastings Museum and 
the National Willa 
Cather Center received 
a total of  more than 
$550,000 in supplemen-
tal grant funding in-
cluded in the $2.2 tril-
lion Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic 
Security Act.

Hastings College re-
ceived a $300,000 grant. 
Funds from the grant 
will be used to support 
the Languages and Lit-
eratures Department 
and the Hastings College 
Arts and Humanities Di-
vision, which includes 
the history, religion 

and philosophy depart-
ments, according to a 
news release from the 
college issued Tuesday.

 Grant funds will 
help support full- and 
part-time humanities 
faculty, prepare hu-
manities faculty to of-
fer interactive hybrid 
and online courses, and 
redesign several foun-
dational humanities 
courses for hybrid and 
online instruction. A 
hybrid course is one 
that’s partly in-person 
and partly online.

Robert Babcock is a 
Hastings College his-
tory professor who 
wrote the grant appli-
cation and will serve as 
the project’s director.

“Our goal isn’t 
to re-create online 
courses you could get 
at any other college or 

Local entities 
receive CARES 
grant funding
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Central Community 
College-Hastings stu-
dents and employ-
ees will be able to 
get some exercise on 
campus while reduc-
ing their carbon foot-
print through a Bike 
Share program being 
launched with help 
from a much-sought 
grant.

Central Community 
College announced 
recently that Second 
Nature, a nongovern-
mental organization 
headquartered in Bos-
ton, had awarded the 

college funding for a 
new solar-powered 
Bluetooth docking sta-
tion on the Hastings 
campus.

The new docking sta-
tion will accommodate 
four bicycles individu-
als can borrow to make 
their way around cam-
pus without moving 
their motor vehicles.

Central Community 
College, which has a 
25-county service area, 
has campuses at Hast-
ings, Grand Island and 
Columbus. The Grand 
Island and Columbus 
campuses already have 
Bike Share docking sta-
tions, which now run 
on lithium batteries but 
are being converted to 
solar power with dollars 
from the Second Nature 
grant.

Grant will launch bike share 
program at CCC-Hastings
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