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When members of  the 

Hastings City Council 
meet on Dec. 9, they will 
act on a four-part res-
olution to 
determine 
the future 
of  the 16th 
Street via-
duct.

The four 
parts of  
the reso-
lution are 
the four 
options presented by 
engineering firm Ols-
son for the 85-year-old 
structure that has been 
closed to traffic since 
the end of  May based on 
an engineering assess-
ment that highlighted 
severe deterioration to 
the aging structure.

Council members ap-
proved at their Nov. 25 
meeting a resolution de-
claring the viaduct to be 
a public safety matter.

“There is a safety is-
sue there, and we all 
know there are other 
issues that come with 
an abandoned nuisance, 
basically,” Mayor Corey 

Stutte said Monday.
According to estimates 

from Olsson, Option 1 
includes demolition of  
the structure, includ-
ing coordination with 
Union Pacific Railroad, 
for a cost estimate of  
$1,464,140.

Option 2 is repairing 
the east abutment, re-
moving the southern 
span, wrapping pillars 
and repairing exten-
sion contraction joints 
for a cost estimate of  
$3,095,120.

Option 3 is remov-
ing and shortening the 
span of  the bridge over 
the railroad using re-
taining walls for a cost 
estimate of  $12,466,370. 
This option includes the 
purchase of  the former 
Taylor’s Steak House at 
1609 N. Kansas Ave., un-
derneath the bridge.

Option 4 is a new 
alignment of  a new 
viaduct structure on 
Eastside Boulevard 
from 14th Street to 26th 
Street, including coor-
dination with Union Pa-
cific, for a cost estimate 
of  $13,014,550.32. This 
includes the purchase 
of  the apartment com-
plex on Eastside Boule-
vard near the tracks for 
$850,000, right-of-way 
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TODAY Sunny with north north-
west wind gusting up to 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear with north 
northwest wind 5-10 mph.
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N
ELSON — Tech-
nology now 
available at the 
Nelson Public 
Library here 

enables ordinary citizens to 
bless family and friends with 
their own created low-cost 
personal gifts.

A 3-D printer, CNC router, 
Laser cutter, embroidery ma-
chine, heat press machine 
and vinyl cutter are the large 
items at the library that bring 
new possibilities for hobbies 
or work-from-home ventures. 
Smaller pieces of  equipment 
include a camera and video 
kit, music and recording 
equipment, and other handy 
and easy-to-use machines.

The Nelson and Superior 
public libraries were among 
five around Nebraska an-
nounced in June as joining 
the list of  libraries in the Ne-
braska Library Innovation 
Studios Makerspace Partner-

ship. The five libraries are 
playing host to one of  four ro-
tating makerspaces.

Innovation Studios tech-
nology has been around for 
many years, but not neces-
sarily within reach of  the 
general public. Now, it is be-
ing made available to individ-
uals on a more personal ba-
sis, and at a much lower cost.

Twenty-six other libraries 

were chosen for the program 
over the last two years. Those 
in Tribland have been Hast-
ings, Blue Hill and Geneva.

The partnership project 
began July 1, 2017, and will 
conclude June 30, 2020. The 
equipment now in Nelson 
will remain there through 
late January 2020 and then 

High-tech creativity
NelsoN library amoNg 

TriblaNd sTops for 
makerspace equipmeNT 

uNder sTaTewide program
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Trainees decorated plates Nov. 9 using makerspace equip-
ment now on loan to the Nelson Public Library through late 
January 2020.
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Several area residents trained at the Nelson Public Library in Nelson on Nov. 9, learning 
how to use makerspace equipment now available for a time at the library through a part-
nership led by the Nebraska Library Commission.
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Survey suggests 
economy slowing          
in U.S. heartland

Trade war wiTh 
chiNa appears         

To be TakiNg Toll 

The Associated Press
OMAHA — A new 

monthly survey of  busi-
ness leaders suggests 
the economy is slow-
ing down in nine Mid-
west and Plains states 
as the U.S. trade war 
with China continues, 
according to a report re-
leased Monday.

The overall index for 
the region slipped into 
negative territory at 
48.6 in November from 
October’s 52.6.

The survey results 
are compiled into a 
collection of  indexes 
ranging from zero to 
100. Survey organizers 
say any score above 
50 suggests growth. A 
score below that sug-
gests decline.

“Slow global growth 
and trade skirmishes 
and wars are negatively 
affecting growth among 
manufacturers in the 
region,” said Creighton 
University economist 
Ernie Goss, who over-
sees the survey.

The survey covers Ar-
kansas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Da-

kota, Oklahoma and 
South Dakota.

The regional trade 
numbers showed new 
export orders falling to 
39.1 from October’s 44.7. 
But imports increased 
to 52 in November from 
last month’s 48.2 as sup-
ply managers bought ad-
ditional items ahead of  
higher tariffs expected 
in the weeks ahead.

The region’s employ-
ment index fell to 37.2 
in November from Oc-
tober’s 50 as some busi-
nesses struggled to find 
workers to hire. Goss 
said the availability of  
workers continues to 
constrain job growth in 
the region.

The confidence index, 
which measures senti-
ment about the next six 
months, improved to 
52.9 in November from 
October’s 47.3. Goss said 
business confidence 
will depend on the prog-
ress in trade talks with 
China and the passage 
of  the nation’s trade 
agreement with Canada 
and Mexico.

The wholesale price 
index, which measures 
inflation, increased to 
65.7 in November from 
57 in October. Goss said 
tariffs have had only a 
modest impact on infla-
tion so far.
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NEW YORK — There’s a pow-
erful new player watching what 
you buy so it can tailor product 
offerings for you: the bank be-
hind your credit or debit card.

For years, Google and Face-
book have been showing ads 
based on your online behavior. 
Retailers from Amazon to Wal-
greens also regularly suction 
up your transaction history to 
steer future spending and hold 
your loyalty.

Now banks, too, want to turn 
data they already have on your 
spending habits into extra rev-
enue by identifying likely cus-
tomers for retailers. Banks are 

increasingly aware that they 
could be sitting on a gold mine 
of  information that can be used 
to predict — or sway — where 
you spend. Historically, such 
data has been used mostly for 
fraud protection.

Suppose you were to treat 
yourself  to lunch on Cyber Mon-
day, the busiest online shopping 
day of  the year. If  you order 
ahead at Chipotle — paying, of  
course, with your credit card — 
you might soon find your bank 
dangling 10% off lunch at Little 
Caesars. The bank would earn 
fees from the pizza joint, both 
for showing the offer and pro-
cessing the payment.

Wells Fargo began customiz-
ing retail offers for individual 
customers on Nov. 21, joining 
Chase, Bank of  America, PNC, 
SunTrust and a slew of  smaller 
banks.

Unlike Google or Facebook, 
which try to infer what you’re 
interested in buying based on 
your searches, web visits or 
likes, “banks have the secret 
weapon in that they actually 
know what we spend money 
on,” said Silvio Tavares of  the 
trade group CardLinx Associa-
tion, whose members help bro-
ker purchase-related offers. “It’s 
a better predictor of  what we’re 
going to spend on.”

While banks say they’re mov-
ing cautiously and being mind-
ful of  privacy concerns, it’s not 
clear that consumers are fully 
aware of  what their banks are 
up to.

Banks know many of  our 
deepest, darkest secrets — that 
series of  bills paid at a cancer 
clinic, for instance, or that big 
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Banks could cash in on your spending data
cusTomers’ crediT, debiT 
card usage iNformaTioN 

could be gold miNe 
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