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weather
61
37

TODAY A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers, mainly before 1 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Zoe Trimble
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I
n light of  a change in re-
strictions of  gatherings 
for religious services, 
local funeral home 
directors expect some 

more families to have funeral 
services for loved ones, but 
others will continue to wait.

Revised directed health 
measures went into effect 
Monday across much of  the 
state, including the South 
Heartland District. One 
of  the changes for Adams 
County allows religious ser-
vices to be held with more 
than 10 people gathered if  
other guidelines are followed.

Mike Butler, president of  
Livingston-Butler-Volland 
Funeral Home, said the new 
measures still limit people 
from gathering before or af-
ter the service. Greeting peo-
ple before a service and shar-
ing stories over lunch can be 
part of  the healing process.

“Just because they’ve re-
laxed this a little bit, it’s still 
restricted,” he said. “I think 
most of  the families we serve 
want to be able to hug their 
family, hug their friends.”

Funeral homes have been 
offering a range of  services 
to fit each family’s needs, fit 
inside the health guidelines 
prescribed. Families wishing 
to have a funeral service have 

been able to do so as long as it 
included fewer than 10 people 
in the gathering. For those 
wanting to host a larger gath-
ering, memorial services can 
be held at a later date.

Butler said they have been 
offering funeral services for 

small gather-
ings since the 
directed health 
measures were 
put in place. 
While he says 
there may be 
families choos-
ing to have ser-
vices under the 
revised mea-
sures, he be-
lieves many 
families will 
continue to wait.

He said var-
ious factors 
go into a fam-
ily’s decision 
on whether to 
wait on a me-
morial service, 
including the 
age of  the indi-
vidual, the size 
of  a family and 
the locations 
of  family mem-
bers.

Even if  a fam-
ily decides to 
have a funeral 

service under the relaxed re-
strictions, it will be smaller 
by necessity.

Scot DeWitt, owner of  De-

Witt Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services, said the sep-
aration required under the 
new guidelines can reduce 
the occupancy of  a church or 
chapel by a third to half.

As well as limiting space, he 
said the social distancing also 
limits the healing process for 
families.

“That reception time after-
ward is when the family re-
ally gets to be together,” he 
said. “That whole process is 
kind of  stopped.”

Derek Apfel, owner of  Ap-
fel Funeral Home, said those 
gatherings before and after a 
funeral are crucial for fami-
lies processing grief.

“People need to tell stories 
about their loved one,” he 
said. “That’s all being taken 
away from us right now.”

While families can’t gather 
with friends and relatives, 
Apfel said they have contin-
ued offering embalming ser-
vices, even though there has 
been some concern in the in-
dustry about keeping the per-
son conducting the process 
safe.

With the right equipment 
and universal precautions 
they use, Apfel said the pro-
cess is safe, which allows the 
loved one to be viewed during 
the service.

“I think that helps with clo-
sure,” he said. “It’s important 
we do whatever we can for 

Waiting for closure
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In this March 2 file photo, casket bearers from the U.S. Navy fold a flag for the family of Don-
ald Stratton during a graveside service at the Red Cloud Cemetery. Local funeral directors 
say they are continuing to work with bereaved families who have not been able to schedule 
the kind of public funeral services they want for their loved ones due to directed health mea-
sures related to the novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19. Restrictions now being relaxed 
will allow public funerals to begin again, but with social distancing measures in place.
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Ninety-one area non-
profit organizations 
stand to benefit from 
donors’ generosity in 
the seventh annual Give 
Hastings Day, which 
will draw to a close late 
Thursday night.

The donation event, 
to which the Hastings 
Community Foundation 
plays host, has been 
open for online giving 
since April 20 — mak-
ing for a wider time 
window than usual due 
to the challenges posed 
by the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19. 
Books will close on this 
year’s event as the clock 
strikes midnight Thurs-
day.

With social distancing 
measures in place, or-
ganizers have especially 
encouraged online giv-
ing at givehastings.org 
and checks being made 
payable to the Hastings 
Community Foundation 
and sent through the 
mail. But donations are 
most welcome Thurs-
day at the secure drop-
off location at the foun-

dation office, located 
inside the Heritage 
Bank building at 800 W. 
Third St. Suite 232.

Supporters can check 
in at givehastings.org to 
find out if  their favorite 
nonprofits are partici-
pating, as well as learn 
a little about other or-
ganizations doing good 
work in the Hastings 
area. Give Hastings do-
nors are encouraged to 
support multiple organi-
zations and can do so ei-
ther with a one-time gift 
or with scheduled gifts 
throughout the year.

On Thursday, support-
ers will be able to check 
the leaderboard posted 
on the website to see 
how the different orga-
nizations are faring.

In its first six years, 
the Give Hastings Day 
event has brought in 
more than $1.9 mil-
lion for a wide range 
of  nonprofits, many of  
which may feel an extra 
squeeze in the months 
ahead due to COVID-19 
disruptions.

The Tribune plans to 
publish Give Hastings 
Day results Friday on 
its website, hastingstri-
bune.com, and follow 
up with a recap story 
in Saturday’s print edi-
tion.

Give Hastings
Day has arrived
Books on this year’s 

campaign close at 
11:59 p.m thursday
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Midland Area Agency 

on Aging continues to 
serve seniors in Adams 
County even at a time 
when the organization 
can’t have congregate 
meals.

That was the message 
of  MAAA Executive 
Director Casey Muzic 
during the Adams 
County Board of  Super-
visors telecommunica-
tion meeting Tuesday 
as she requested fund-
ing from Adams County 
for fiscal year 2021. The 
membership fee will re-
main at its current level 
of  $6,546.

“This membership fee 

is used in combination 
with the federal and 
state funds we receive 
from the Nebraska De-
partment of  Health and 
Human Services for op-
eration of  the Agency 
on Aging administrative 
office,” she said.

The fee also provides 
regional services in-
cluding senior legal aid 
and care advocacy ser-
vices for Adams County.

Midland also is re-
questing $8,255 from the 
county for operation of  
the Golden Friendship 
Center.

“The allocation of  
those funds is to help 
the Golden Friendship 
Center provide congre-
gate meals, home-deliv-
ered meals and social 
activities at the center,” 

Area aging agency continues 
to address seniors’ needs

director makes 
funding request  
to county Board

funeral directors weigh 
restriction changes
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Five additional Ad-
ams County residents 
have received laborato-
ry-confirmed diagnoses 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
the South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment reported Wednes-
day night.

The newly diagnosed 
patients include two 

women — one in her 
30s, the other in her 80s 
— and three men — two 
in their 20s and one in 
his 80s.

To date, the South 
Heartland health de-
partment has an-
nounced 227 cases 
of  COVID-19 among 
district residents, in-
cluding 209 in Adams 
County, 13 in Clay 
County, five in Webster 
County and zero in Nu-
ckolls County.

As of  May 1, 107 of  the 
227 patients had recov-
ered.

Six district residents, 

all from Adams County, 
have died.

The Central District 
Health Department, 
which serves Hall, Ham-
ilton and Merrick coun-
ties, reported a total 
of  1,359 positive cases 
confirmed districtwide 
through Wednesday: 
1,290 in Hall County, 52 
in Hamilton County and 
17 in Merrick County. 
The total case tally was 
up by nine from a day 
earlier.

The district reported 
one additional death 
related to COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, bringing to 

40 its death toll to date.
In the Two Rivers 

Public Health District, 
which encompasses 
seven counties to the 
west of  the Hastings 
area, 100 new COVID-19 
cases were announced 
on Wednesday night, all 
in Dawson County.

The seven-county 
area now has recorded 
a total of  821 cases, in-
cluding 680 in Dawson 
County, 110 in Buffalo 
County, 10 in Gosper 
County, nine in Phelps 
County, seven in Ke-
arney County, five in 
Franklin County and 

none in Harlan County. 
Kearney County’s 
seventh case was an-
nounced on Tuesday.

“COVID-19 should be 
considered widespread 
throughout all the Two 
Rivers Public Health 
Department district, 
regardless of  current 
county totals due to lim-
ited testing,” the health 
department said in a 
news release.

Meanwhile, South 
Heartland continues to 
conduct contact investi-
gations for individuals 
who test positive in that 
district.

Michele Bever, South 
Heartland executive 
director, reminds res-
idents who are ill 
or have any symp-
toms consistent with 
COVID-19 to stay home 
from work and to isolate 
at home to avoid spread-
ing the illness to others.

“Please be aware of  
the COVID-19 symp-
toms, which may in-
clude a cough, fe-
ver, fatigue, difficulty 
breathing, runny nose, 
diarrhea, headache and 
sore throat,” she said. 

Five new COVID-19 cases reported in Adams County
dawson county in 
neighBoring health 

district reports 100 
new cases in one day

“
People 
need 
to tell 
stories 
about 
their 
loved 
one. 

That’s 
all being 

taken 
away 

from us 
right 
now.

”
- Derek 
Apfel, 
owner 

of Apfel 
Funeral 
Home
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