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TODAY Partly sunny. Wind chill 
values between -33 and -43.

TONIGHT Chance of snow. Wind 
chill values between -17 and -22.

Details, page A5 Art by Tynleigh DeGodt
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PAUL J. WEBER  

AND JAKE BLEIBERG

Associated Press

A
USTIN, Texas 
— A sprawling 
blast of  winter 
weather across 
the U.S. plunged 

Texas into an unusually 
snowy emergency Monday 
that knocked out power for 
more than 2 million people, 
shut down grocery stores and 

air travel and closed schools 
ahead of  frigid days still to 
come.

As nightfall threatened to 
plummet temperatures again 
into single digits, officials 
warned that homes still with-
out power would likely not 
have heat until at least Tues-
day, as frustration mounted 
and the state’s electric grid 
came under growing demand 
and criticism.

“Things will likely get 
worse before they get bet-
ter,” said Harris County 
Judge Lina Hidalgo, the top 
elected official in the county 
of  nearly 5 million people 
around Houston.

The toll of  the worsening 

conditions included the de-
livery of  new COVID-19 vac-
cine shipments, which were 
expected to be delayed until 
at least midweek. Massive 
power outages across Hous-
ton included a facility storing 
8,000 doses of  Moderna vac-
cine, leaving health officials 
scrambling to find takers at 
the same time authorities 
were pleading for people to 
stay home.

Temperatures nosedived 
into the single-digits as far 
south as San Antonio, and 
homes that had already been 
without electricity for hours 
had no certainty about when 

‘Things will likely get worse’
A FRIGID BLAST OF WINTER 

WEATHER ACROSS THE U.S. 

HAS LEFT MORE THAN 2 

MILLION PEOPLE IN TEXAS 

WITHOUT POWER
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Alyssa Remi, 12, tries to keep warm while playing in the snow Monday in Houston.
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Due to a perfect storm 
of  extreme cold from 
Mexico to Canada, as 
well as limited wind 
generation and the need 
for natural gas to sup-
plement fuel for electri-
cal generation, Hastings 
Utilities is asking res-
idents to take specific 
steps to conserve en-
ergy amid subzero tem-
peratures.

Hastings reached its 
second-lowest tempera-

ture on record Monday 
with a low of  26 degrees 
below zero, according 
to the National Weather 
Service in Hastings. Me-
teorologist Ryan Pfann-
kuch said the record 
low for Hastings was set 
on Jan. 12, 1912, with a 
bitter -30 degrees.

Monday’s low marked 
the coldest daily tem-
perature for Feb. 15 in 
Hastings since 1909, 
when the temperature 
was minus-12. The pre-
vious record all-time 
low temperature for the 
month of  February was 
-22 degrees on Feb. 1, 
1917.

Pfannkuch said 
Sunday and Monday 
marked the first time 

Hastings has seen high 
temperatures fail to 
reach zero since Decem-
ber 1990. As of  4 p.m. 
Monday, the high for 
the day had reached 
only -8 degrees.

The amount of  recent 
snowfall also was signif-
icant. Pfannkuch said 
Hastings received 24.9 
inches of  snow over the 
previous three-week pe-
riod.

“The last time we had 
that much snow in three 
weeks was December 
2009 when we had 29.1 
inches,” he said. “That 
included the Christmas 
blizzard of  2009. About 
half  of  it was from that 

Unprecedented weather conditions strain electric market
CITY OF HASTINGS 

PROVIDES SUGGESTIONS 

TO REDUCE ENERGY 

CONSUMPTION
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A below-zero temperature is displayed at 12:15 p.m. in Hastings as a resi-
dent works to clear snow from a driveway Monday.
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WASHINGTON — 
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi said Monday that 
Congress will establish 
an independent, Sept. 
11-style commission 
to look into the deadly 
insurrection that took 
place at the U.S. Capitol.

Pelosi said the com-
mission will “investigate 
and report on the facts 
and causes relating to 
the January 6, 2021, do-
mestic terrorist attack 
upon the United States 
Capitol Complex … and 
relating to the interfer-
ence with the peaceful 
transfer of  power.”

In a letter to Demo-
cratic colleagues, Pelosi 
said the House will also 
put forth supplemental 
spending to boost secu-
rity at the Capitol.

After former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
acquittal at his second 
Senate impeachment 
trial, bipartisan support 
appeared to be growing 
for an independent com-
mission to examine the 
deadly insurrection.

Investigations into 
the riot were already 
planned, with Senate 
hearings scheduled 
later this month in the 
Senate Rules Commit-
tee. Pelosi, D-Calif., 
asked retired Army Lt. 
Gen. Russel Honoré to 
lead an immediate re-
view of  the Capitol’s se-
curity process.

In her letter Monday, 
Pelosi said, “It is clear 

from his findings and 
from the impeachment 
trial that we must get 
to the truth of  how this 
happened.”

She added, “As we pre-
pare for the Commis-
sion, it is also clear from 
General Honoré’s in-
terim reporting that we 
must put forth a supple-
mental appropriation to 
provide for the safety of  
Members and the secu-
rity of  the Capitol.”

Lawmakers from both 
parties, speaking on 
Sunday’s news shows, 
signaled that even more 
inquiries were likely. 
The Senate verdict 
Saturday, with its 57-
43 majority falling 10 
votes short of  the two-
thirds needed to convict 
Trump, hardly put to 
rest the debate about 
the Republican former 
president’s culpability 
for the Jan. 6 assault.

“There should be a 
complete investiga-
tion about what hap-
pened,” said Louisiana 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, one of  
seven Republicans who 
voted to convict Trump. 
“What was known, who 
knew it and when they 
knew, all that, because 
that builds the basis 
so this never happens 
again.”

Cassidy said he was 
“attempting to hold 
President Trump ac-
countable,” and added 
that as Americans hear 
all the facts, “more folks 

Independent commission 
will examine Capitol riot

A
t 5:26 a.m. 
Monday, the 
Hastings 
office of  the 
National 

Weather Service issued 
a bulletin 
announc-
ing its cov-
erage area 
in central 
Nebraska 
and north-
ern Kan-
sas could 
expect the 
coldest air 

temperatures “since at 

least 1989” on Monday 
and Tuesday mornings.

For me, the “since 
1989” part of  that state-
ment sent me back in 
time to my freshman 
year at the Univer-
sity of  Nebraska-Lin-
coln, when arctic air 
in the days leading up 
to Christmas made fin-
ishing the fall semester 
and traveling home for 
the holiday break an 
unforgettable adven-
ture.

Christmas Day 32 
years ago was on a Mon-

day, and the last day of  
finals week was Friday, 
Dec. 22 — by coinci-
dence, my mother’s 60th 
birthday. Unluckily, I 
had exams scheduled 
all the way to week’s 
end.

That Friday morning, 
the low temperature 
in Lincoln was 22 de-
grees below zero. Here 
in Hastings, the low was 
minus-26, with wind 
chills much colder. (We 
matched that -26 mark 
for air temperature 
Monday at the Hast-

ings Municipal Airport. 
Southeast of  Fairfield, 
the wind chill factor at 
6:57 a.m. Friday was mi-
nus-54, NWS reported.)

All of  that long-ago fi-
nals week, I had been 
trying to put my best 
study skills to use. Af-
ter all, I had never been 
through finals week be-
fore, and I was anxious 
to put my best foot for-
ward.

Meanwhile, I was in-
creasingly anxious 
about how I was going 
to cover the 135 miles 

home to the farm south 
of  Norman at the end 
of  the week. Would my 
car even start when 
the time came? I was 
new not only to college 
studies, but also to day-
to-day responsibilities 
such as keeping my 
clothes clean, eating de-
cently, and keeping my 
car road-worthy.

All that week, I had 
been spending hours 
a day taking tests and 
then getting ready for 
the next ones at Love 
Library, the Nebraska 

Student Union, and any-
place else I could spread 
out my books and find 
some peace and quiet. 
(When you live in a fra-
ternity house, finals 
week starts out som-
ber and studious and 
then gets progressively 
less-so as more and 
more of  your brothers 
finish their work.)

For at least three or 
four days before that 
Friday, I was also walk-
ing the block-and-a-half  

Frigid weather invitation to count our blessings
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