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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North 
wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Aryiah Karash

follow us

@hastingstribune

GRANT SCHULTE 
Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebraska 
will let bars, zoos, movie 
theaters and swimming 
pools reopen and allow 
small concerts and auc-
tions to resume on June 
1 in all but four hard-hit 
counties, Gov. Pete Rick-
etts said Thursday as 
the number of  corona-
virus deaths continued 

State to loosen 
more virus 
restrictions
in June

NATI HARNIK/AP

Gov. Pete Ricketts speaks at a news conference about the coronavirus out-
break in Lincoln Thursday.
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SUTTON — With com-

munity spread of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, in ev-
idence here, the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department is 
asking all Sutton resi-
dents to self-monitor for 
symptoms associated 
with the viral infection.

South Heartland, 
which serves Adams, 
Webster, Clay and Nu-
ckolls counties, issued a 
news release Thursday 
morning urging the peo-
ple of  Sutton to be vigi-

lant at this time, and spe-
cifically recommended 
that residents check 
their temperatures twice 
daily as well as watch for 
various other COVID-
19-related symptoms. 
(These include cough, 
shortness of  breath and 
several others that have 
been publicized.)

In an interview Thurs-
day afternoon, Michele 
Bever, the health de-
partment executive di-
rector, said that when 
health officials have 
been asking people to 
self-monitor for symp-
toms throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
it’s been implicit that 
self-monitoring includes 
checking for fever twice 
each day.

South Heartland urges COVID-19 diligence in Sutton
‘Community spread’ 
means all residents 

should be alert  
to symptoms
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I
nstead of  wearing a cap and 
gown for what would have 
been his graduation ceremo-
ny on May 10, Tate Schmidt 
watched a Facebook Live 

event celebrating his class on that 
day.

The St. Cecilia High School se-
nior said it was just one part of  the 
weird ending to his senior year.

“It will definitely be something 
we’ll never forget,” he said. “It was 
a really unfortunate conclusion to 
what was supposed to be one of  the 
best years of  our lives.”

Area schools canceled in-person 
classes in March in an effort to 
help curb the spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, COVID-19. Se-
nior students this year missed sev-
eral spring activities that mark the 
end of  their high school careers, 
such as prom, musicals and spring 
sports.

Connor Creech, a senior at Hast-
ings High School, said one of  the 
things he missed was an audience 
for the state high school basketball 
tournament. It was his first time 
as a player, but he had been to the 
tournament in past years and was 
used to thousands of  people lining 
the stands and cheering on their 

Missed opportunities
LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Senior photos are displayed Thursday in the windows at Hastings Public Library.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Portraits of area high school seniors are displayed 
in downtown Hastings in many windows including at 
the Stein Building, seen Thursday.

loCal graduates Contemplate 
‘unfortunate ConClusion’  

to final year of high sChool

SEE MISSED/page A3
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The United Way of  

South Central Ne-
braska has awarded 24 
grants totaling $35,822 
to area nonprofits from 
the COVID-19 Commu-
nity Response Fund, 
organizers of  the fund 
said in a news release 
Thursday.

Grants have been 
awarded to address 
needs ranging from 
food and housing inse-
curities to operational 
changes for nonprofit 
groups to comply with 
directed health mea-
sures and social dis-
tancing.

The fund was estab-
lished in mid-March 
as community groups 
began to deal with dis-
ruption from the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic.

“The impact of  
COVID-19 on our non-
profit community seems 
to expand and evolve 
every day,” said Jodi 
Graves, executive di-
rector of  United Way 
of  South Central Ne-
braska. “Our Commu-
nity Response Fund is 
designed to be respon-
sive to those changing 
needs. The Response 
Fund committee meets 
weekly, sometimes 
more, to review re-
quests and respond to 
needs as quickly as pos-
sible.”

To date, $112,700 has 
been raised for the 
COVID-19 Community 
Response Fund. The 
United Way of  South 
Central Nebraska and 
the Hastings Commu-
nity Foundation part-
nered to provide the ini-
tial funding. Additional 
dollars have been raised 
from charitable founda-
tions and private dona-
tions.

“The impact of  
COVID-19 on our com-
munity is going to be 

long term, so we need 
this fund to be long 
term, too,” said Dan Pe-
ters, executive director 
of  the Hastings Com-
munity Foundation. 
“The Response Fund 
committee is not only 
awarding dollars. Based 
on the grant requests, 
we’re also able to iden-
tify opportunities for 
organizations to work 
together to create effi-
ciencies and maximize 
donor dollars.”

Examples of  Commu-
nity Response Grants 
that have been awarded 
include:

 � $1,000 to United 
Harvest to support the 
monthly food distribu-
tion program

 � $2,000 to Goodwill 
Industries to allow De-
velopmental Disability 
Services to meet with 
clients remotely

 � $2,580 to Senior Ac-
tion/Meals on Wheels 
for increased meal 
cost associated with 
COVID-19 restrictions

 � $500 to Harvard 
People’s Project to pro-
vide emergency aid to 
individuals

Nonprofit, 501 ©(3) or-
ganizations serving Ad-
ams, Clay, Nuckolls and 
Webster counties are 
eligible to make a grant 
request. Organizations 
don’t need to be United 
Way agencies.

Requests are awarded 
based on applicants’ 
ability to serve affected 
populations and limit 
the spread and impact 
of  the virus. No grants 
will be awarded to indi-
viduals or families.

Additional gifts to the 
Community Response 
Fund can be made on-
line at www.united-
wayscne.org/give or 
mailed to United Way 
of  South Central Ne-
braska, 301 S. Burling-
ton Ave., Hastings, NE 
68901. The grant ap-
plication is available 
at unitedwayscne.org/
covid-19-resources or 
hastingscommunity-
foundation.org/for-non-
profits-grants.

Community response 
fund for coronavirus 
granting requests

$112,700 raised 
so far; $35,822 

awarded


