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Golfers battle wind at state tournament. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Winds could gust 
as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
South-southeast wind 5-15 mph.
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A Hastings couple 
with special insight into 
the health needs of  area 
residents will carry the 
mantle of  leadership in 
the 2021 United Way of  
South Central Nebraska 
fundraising campaign.

David and Brandee 
Schram will serve as 
chairs of  the campaign, 
which kicked off Mon-
day.

“We are excited to be a 
part of  the campaign,” 
said Brandee Schram, 
a doctor of  pharmacy 
who works at Redline 
Specialty Pharmacy in 
Hastings, in a news re-

lease. “During my six 
years on the United Way 
Board of  Directors, I 
was able to see firsthand 
all of  the ways that they 
impact our area. Your 
donation, big or small, 
really is an investment 
in our community.”

David Schram, Bran-
dee’s husband, is a doc-
tor of  medicine in prac-
tice at Family Medical 
Center.

This will be the 79th 
consecutive annual 
campaign for the United 
Way, which provides 
funding for 19 health 
and human service 
agencies and 44 pro-
grams in Adams, Clay, 

Nuckolls and Webster 
counties.

“We are so fortunate 
to have the Schrams as 
chairs for this year’s 
campaign,” said Jodi 
Graves, United Way ex-
ecutive director. “Their 
dedication to our com-
munity and the United 
Way mission is inspir-
ing. We look forward to 
the chairs using their 
leadership skills and 
commitment to the com-
munity to help United 
Way meet the growing 
needs within south cen-
tral Nebraska.”

The fundraising goal 
for this year’s campaign 
has been set at $550,000.

Because of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic, 
United Way will forgo a 
campaign kickoff event 
this year. Instead, the 
organization is promot-
ing a virtual scavenger 
hunt featuring United 
Way partner agencies 
that began Monday.

To participate in the 
scavenger hunt, visit 
the organization’s Face-
book page, Facebook.
com/unitedwayofscne.

For more informa-
tion visit www.united-
wayscne.org or contact 
Graves at 402-461-8412 
or jodi@unitedwayscne.
org.

Pharmacist, physician to lead United Way campaign
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David and Brandee Schram are co-chairs of the 
2021 fundraising campaign for the United Way of 
South Central Nebraska.
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Members of  the Hastings 
Board of  Education took ac-
tion Monday to save taxpay-
ers more than $1.5 million.

Board members voted 9-0 
during their regular meet-
ing to approve a resolution 
to refinance bonds totaling 
$5.5 million from 2017 to pay 
for the Longfellow remodel-
ing project. The refinancing 
is anticipated to save more 
than $1.5 million over the 
life of  the loan.

“Long term this is a great 
thing for taxpayers and this 
has been a successful situa-
tion for us in several of  our 
bond issues that we’ve had 
over the years,” Superinten-
dent Jeff Schneider said.

Also during the meeting, 
Schneider said the district 
will stop making automated 
calls to parents inform-
ing them someone in their 
child’s building tested posi-
tive for the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19.

The method to inform par-
ents they no longer will re-
ceive those automated calls? 
An automated call.

Instead, Schneider said 
HPS will keep a build-
ing-by-building running to-
tal on the district website.

“I want the parents to 
know we’re doing this,” he 
said. “We want to be very 

transparent. We want it out 
there, but I think this is a 
better system.”

The district still will call 
families if  their student had 
direct contact with someone 
who tested positive.

Schneider said he expected 
the automated call about no 
more automated calls to be 
made Tuesday.

Cara Beckenhauer, princi-
pal at Lincoln Elementary, 
as well as instructional fa-
cilitators Becki J. Kulwicki 
and Kristie A. Wellensiek, 
presented “The Greatest 
Show on Earth” during the 
spotlight on learning por-

tion of  Monday’s meeting.
Since Lincoln Elementary 

was identified by the Ne-
braska Department of  Edu-
cation in December 2018 as 
a school in need of  improve-
ment, based on state test 
scores, staff at the school 
have been working toward 
achieving a goal that more 
than 80% of  students there 
will score at or above read-
ing and math benchmarks 
by May 2022.

“Let me be clear what 
that comes from,” Schnei-
der said about the “school 
in need of  improvement” 
designation. “Nobody is 

going to convince me Lin-
coln Elementary is not an 
outstanding school. Go into 
that building some day and 
watch breakfast. Watch the 
teachers eat in the class-
room with those kids. That’s 
how they start their morn-
ing every day. We have out-
standing educators in that 
building.”

The school received grant 
funding to help boost test 
scores. Beckenhauer said 
instead of  spending that 
money to implement a new 
program, those funds were 

‘A great thing for taxpayers’
HPS REFINANCES BOND FOR 

LONGFELLOW REMODEL, 
WILL SAVE $1.5M

ANDY RAUN/Tribune

Parents pick up their children from the south side of the newly renovated Longfellow 
Elementary School Aug. 18. Members of the Hastings Board of Education approved re-
financing the bond for that remodeling project for an anticipated savings of more than 
$1.5 million over the life of the loan.
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The pace of  recording 
new cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, continued 
to increase alarmingly 
over the weekend in the 
South Heartland Health 
District.

A total of  101 new lab-
oratory-confirmed posi-
tive cases were recorded 
Friday through Mon-
day, the district health 
department reported 

Monday night in a news 
release. That total in-
cludes 32 new cases on 
Friday, 25 on Saturday, 
nine on Sunday and 35 
on Monday, according 
to statistics posted on 
the department’s web-
site, www.southheart-
landhealth.org.

Prior to Friday, the 
single-day record for 
confirmation of  new 
cases in the district was 
Oct. 5, when 29 positives 
were recorded. The re-
cord prior to that was 
25, recorded on May 1.

Michele Bever, health 
department executive 
director, said that un-
less the people of  the 
South Heartland dis-
trict step up individu-

ally and do their part in 
thwarting the spread of  
the virus, additional ill-
nesses and community 
disruptions related to 
COVID-19 across the re-
gion will be inevitable.

“I am very concerned 
with these trends and 
discouraged that not 
enough of  our residents 
are wearing masks and 
keeping distanced from 
others,” Bever said. 
“The coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19 takes 
advantage of  our so-
cial interactions — this 
is how it spreads. With 
community spread at 
these levels, we will 
continue to have cases 
affecting our schools, 
long-term care facil-

ities, and worksites 
where masks, physical 
distancing and other 
prevention practices 
are rigorously followed. 
If  we want to keep our 
schools open and pro-
tect older adults and 
others who are more 
vulnerable, we need to 
block this virus from 
spreading person to per-
son everywhere in our 
communities.”

In another key mea-
sure of  the virus’ 
spread, the four-county 
health department’s 
test positivity rate also 
jumped to 14.9% for Oct. 
4-10, the most recent 
full-week reporting pe-
riod. That number com-
pares to 9.6% for Sept. 

27-Oct. 4 and 15.0% for 
Sept. 20-26.

The South Heartland 
district encompasses 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties. 
Positivity for the week, 
county by county, was 
13.1% in Adams, 9.3% in 
Clay, 19.2% in Nuckolls 
and 29.6% in Webster.

As of  this week, the 
health district’s most 
recent test positivity 
percentages have been 
revised to represent the 
total number of  new 
positive cases reported 
among district residents 
in a given week divided 
by the total number of  
test specimens collected 
in that same period.

Previously, positivity 

was being calculated as 
the total number of  new 
positive cases divided 
by the total number of  
test results received, not 
specimens collected.

“Lower positivity 
means less community 
spread,” Bever said. 
“Our target is low sin-
gle digits, below 5%.”

Altogether, a total of  
151 new positive cases 
were recorded across 
the South Heartland 
district for Oct. 4-10.

“This is the ninth 
straight week that the 
case numbers have 
increased — a net in-
crease of  86.4% last 
week compared to the 

South Heartland virus case count up by 101 since Friday
HEALTH DIRECTOR 
WARNS RESIDENTS 

MORE DISRUPTION LIES 
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Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council ap-
proved resolutions 
authorizing a pair of  
building projects Mon-
day.

Council members 
voted 7-0 to approve 
plan modification No. 
2020-3 to Redevelopment 
Area No. 1, commonly 
addressed as 529 W. Sec-
ond St.

Councilwoman 
Jeniffer Beahm was ab-
sent, and Council Pres-
ident Paul Hamelink 
led the meeting in the 
absence of  Mayor Corey 
Stutte.

Bill and Hauli Sabatka 
with LUCKEE LLC have 
purchased property at 
529 W. Second St. The 
intent is to remodel and 
convert the property for 
commercial and resi-
dential uses.

The applicants intend 
to use tax increment 
financing to aid with 
interior demolition, 
structure rehabilitation 
costs, façade enhance-
ments, architectural, 
engineering and plan-
ning costs for the his-
toric building.

Total project costs are 

City Council 
gives kudos 
for projects
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