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Superior’s Meyer to play in All-American volleyball match. - B1
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TODAY Increasing clouds, Breezy, 
with winds gusting up to 30 mph.

TONIGHT A slight chance of rain 
and snow before 7 p.m.
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GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN— A ballot 
campaign seeking to 
tighten the cap on how 
much interest payday 
lenders can charge in 
Nebraska has received 
a major boost from a na-
tional donor, increasing 
the odds that it will suc-
ceed in placing the issue 
on the 2020 ballot.

Nebraskans for Re-
sponsible Lending re-
ceived $485,000 in cash 
and in-kind contribu-
tions last month from 
the Sixteen Thirty 
Fund, a liberal, Wash-
ington-based group 
that has helped in other 
states with campaigns 
to expand Medicaid, 
raise the minimum 
wage and restrict pay-
day lending.

“A lot of  the early con-
versations we’ve had 
about fundraising have 
been positive,” said Au-
brey Mancuso, an or-
ganizer for Nebraskans 
for Responsible Lend-
ing. “A lot of  people get 
this issue, and I think 
we’re hopeful that we’ll 
have all the resources 
we need to succeed.”

Organizers are look-
ing to cap the annual 
interest rate on payday 
loans at 36%, like mea-
sures that have passed 
in 16 other states and 
the District of  Colum-
bia. Colorado voters 

approved its cap last 
year, with most of  the 
pro-campaign dona-
tions coming from the 
Sixteen Thirty Fund.

Current Nebraska law 
allows lenders to charge 
as much as 404% annu-
ally, a rate that advo-
cates say victimizes the 
poor and people who ar-
en’t financially sophisti-
cated. Industry officials 
argue that the top rate 
is misleading because 
most of  their loans are 
short-term.

In an email Friday, 
Sixteen Thirty Fund 
Executive Director Amy 
Kurtz said the group is 
“proud to provide sup-
port to the Nebraskans 
for Responsible Lend-
ing campaign to help 
end harmful predatory 
lending practices tar-
geting working people 
in Nebraska.”

The group has been ac-
tive in dozens of  state-
level campaigns for 
progressive causes, in-
cluding political televi-
sion ads critical of  con-
gressional Republicans.

The donations to Ne-
braskans for Responsi-
ble Lending were dis-
closed this past week in 
the group’s first finan-
cial filing with the Ne-
braska Accountability 
and Disclosure Com-
mission.

SARAH EL DEEB
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — In his last 
months on the run, Is-
lamic State group leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
was agitated, fearful of  
traitors, sometimes dis-
guised as a shepherd, 
sometimes hiding un-
derground, always de-
pendent on a shrinking 
circle of  confidants.

Associates paint a pic-
ture of  a man obsessed 
with his security and 
well-being and trying to 
find safety in towns and 
deserts in eastern Syria 

near the Iraqi border as 
the extremists’ domains 
crumbled. In the end, 
the brutal leader once 
hailed as “caliph” left 
former IS areas com-
pletely, slipping into hos-
tile territory in Syria’s 
northwestern Idlib prov-
ince run by the radical 
group’s al-Qaida-linked 
rivals. There, he blew 
himself  up during an 
Oct. 26 raid by U.S. spe-
cial forces on his heavily 
fortified safe house.

For months, he kept a 
Yazidi teen as a slave, 
and she told The As-

sociated Press how he 
brought her along as he 
moved, traveling with 
a core group of  up to 
seven close associates. 
Months ago, he dele-
gated most of  his pow-
ers to a senior deputy 
who is likely the man 
announced by the group 
as his successor.

The Yazidi girl, who 
was freed in a U.S.-
led raid in May, said 
al-Baghdadi first tried 
to flee to Idlib in late 
2017. She said one night 
she was loaded into a 
three-vehicle convoy 

that included the IS 
leader, his wife and 
his security entou-
rage, headed for the 
province. The con-
voy reached a main 
road but then turned 
around, apparently 
fearing it would come 
under attack, said the 
girl, who was 17 at the 
time.

For about a week they 
stayed in the southeast-
ern Syrian town of  Ha-
jin, near the Iraqi bor-
der. Then they moved 
north to Dashisha, an-
other border town in 

Syria within IS-held 
territory.

There, the Yazidi teen 
stayed for four months 
at the home of  al-Bagh-
dadi’s father-in-law, a 
close aide named Abu 
Abdullah al-Zubaie. 
Al-Baghdadi would visit 
her there frequently 
and rape her, the teen 
said. He would only 
move at night, wearing 
sneakers and covering 
his face, always with 
around five security 
men, she said. The AP 
does not identify vic-
tims of  sexual assault.

In the spring of  2018, 
she was given to an-
other man, who took 
her out of  Dashisha. 
That was the last time 
she saw al-Baghdadi, 
though he sent her a 
piece of  jewelry as a 
gift, the teen said.

It appears al-Baghdadi 
then moved from place 
to place in eastern Syria 
for the next year as one 
IS stronghold after an-
other fell to U.S.-backed 
Kurdish-led forces, be-
fore heading to Idlib 
sometime in the spring.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Adams County re-

ceived a bid deemed too 
low for the purchase 
of  county-owned prop-
erty, so members of  the 
county Board of  Super-
visors decided to wait a 
month before pursuing 
further action.

It was one of  two Hast-
ings properties the su-
pervisors addressed 
during their regular 
meeting Tuesday.

The supervisors 

voted 5-1 to table mak-
ing a decision until 
Dec. 3 on the $5,500 
bid from George Ang 
of  San Marino, Cali-
fornia, for the trian-
gle-shaped 2.71-acre 
property west of  High-
land Road and just 
north of  the Hastings 
Regional Center. 

The bid from Ang was 
the only one received.

Supervisor Scott Thom-
sen was absent.

The property has been 
used as farm ground and 

had a hailed out corn 
crop this year.

Most of  the supervisors 
agreed Ang’s bid was 
too low, but did not de-
termine an appropriate 
amount of  money to ac-
cept for the property.

“I don’t think it’s rep-
resentative of  what the 
property’s worth,” Su-
pervisor Dale Curtis said 
of  the $5,500 bid.

Supervisor Glen Larsen 
was the lone dissenter.

“We’ve owned (the 
property) for all these 

years and didn’t get a 
dime out of  it,” he said. 
“Now we have a chance 
to get $5,500. That’s 
$5,500 more than we ever 
got for that little piece 
of  land. If  we get it sold 
then we could get some 
taxes from it.”

Supervisor Chuck 
Neumann said accept-
ing a bid that was too 
low could set a danger-
ous precedent. He said 
the owner of  that prop-
erty, and surrounding 
agricultural properties, 

could argue before the 
Board of  Equalization 
that farm ground values 
should be lowered based 
on that sale price — 
about $2,000 per acre.

The property is in the 
city of  Hastings’ juris-
diction.

Don Threewitt, devel-
opment services director 
for the city of  Hastings, 
who was in attendance 
later in the supervisors’ 
meeting, said the prop-
erty is zoned agricul-
tural.

“If  somebody wanted to 
go in there and continue 
an ag use, it could stay ag 
for as long as wanted,” 
Threewitt said.

The property also could 
be residential.

The closest city sewer 
is 1,300 feet away, but 
a septic tank could be 
used until the sewer is 
extended closer to the 
property.

Threewitt said 80% of  
the property is within 
the flood plain.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

T
he winner of  Big 
Idea Hastings 2019 
wasn’t even in the 
Lark Tuesday night 
to accept the over-

sized check for $1,000 from 
Hastings Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

Chelsey Morton, who sub-
mitted her business idea 

Lemon and Co. Juicery, was 
in Newton, Kansas, helping 
the Hastings College women’s 
basketball team defeat Bethel 
College in her role as assis-
tant coach.

In Morton’s absence, her 
significant other, Brett Wells, 
pitched her business idea 
for a health-conscience juice 
company.

That he was the one holding 
the check at the end of  the 
night was a pleasant surprise.

“I knew Chelsey’s idea 

about Lemon and Co. was 
great and is going to be great, 
but did I expect for her com-
pany to win this? I don’t think 
so, I think it was just ‘let’s try 
it and see what happens.’ ” he 
said later.

He joked during his pitch 
that if  Lemon and Co. won, 
Morton would have to take 
him out to a steak dinner.

Big Idea Hastings, modeled 
after the TV show “Shark 
Tank,” allows participants 

County board tables decision on bid for ground

Payday lending ballot 
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Big Idea Hastings
Winner unable to attend  
and accept $1,000 check

AMY ROH/Hastings Tribune

Carly Cremers makes her presentation Tuesday for Healthy Hoops during Big Idea Hast-
ings at The Lark.
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