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Offense goes cold for Kenesaw in playoff loss. - B1

Thursday, November 7, 2019

weather
38
24

TODAY Sunny. North-northeast 
wind around 5 mph becoming calm.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Ezra Carlson
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T
ake a piano, clarinet, 
trombone, bass and 
some drums, and you 
have jazz.

That’s what the 
fifth-graders at Watson Elemen-
tary learned as Keri Chryst, a jazz 
vocalist, played a video of  “Now 
You Has Jazz,” sung by Louis 
Armstrong.

Chryst, who lives in Paris, is the 
artist in residence at Watson this 
week and is helping teach every 
grade about jazz. She is giving 
extra attention to the fifth-grade 
students who will be performing 
at their annual concert on Thurs-
day and at a school assembly on 
Friday.

Chryst was brought to Hastings 
Public Schools through the Ne-
braska Arts Council, a group that 
connects vetted artists to orga-
nizations for the purpose of  pro-
moting the arts. The artist-in-res-
idence program at HPS helps get 
kids excited about a new type of  
music — in this case, jazz.

Tom Michalek, vocal music 

teacher at Watson, said each mu-
sic teacher tries to teach students 
about types of  music and ways 
to make music from around the 
world. Jazz fits into that equation 
because it is “uniquely Ameri-
can,” he said, and Chryst’s experi-
ences growing up in the Midwest 
and now living in Europe fit well 
in that curriculum.

“She brings a Midwest sensibil-
ity, with such a worldly flair,” Mi-
chalek said.

Jazz still is present in contempo-
rary music genres, with rock, pop 
and country having roots in the 
style.

Chryst helped teach Michalek’s 
class this week, conducting exer-
cises and sharing her experiences 
with the students. Michalek said 
each music educator tries to teach 
the students using his or her own 
strengths, but there aren’t many 
educators in the district with jazz 
experience, especially compared 
to Chryst.

“That’s one thing that I can’t 
give them, a perspective from 
someone with firsthand perfor-
mance experience with jazz,” Mi-
chalek said. “Even if  she doesn’t 
talk a lot about her performing 
career, that shines through in 
what she does.”

Chryst said she wants to get kids 
familiar with jazz and swing mu-
sic by giving them a name, like 
Armstrong or Duke Ellington — 
two names the students were in-
troduced to over the week. Teach-
ing those names is her way of  
passing the torch, she said.

“They often respond really well 

Teaching all that jazz
Keri Chryst returns  

to hastings for artist  
in residenCy at Watson
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Watson Elementary fifth-graders (from left) Sam Horn, Ben Niemeyer and Bennett Baack practice for 
their Thursday concert while working with artist in residence Keri Chryst (not pictured) Wednesday at 
the school.
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Artist in residence Keri Chryst 
works with music students at 
Watson Elementary Wednesday.

Associated Press
LINCOLN — Nebraska officials 

plan to cut staff at one state-run 
home for juvenile offenders while 
adding to its workforce at two other 
facilities.

The Department of  Health and Hu-
man Services announced the changes 
Wednesday as part of  a larger over-
haul of  its Youth Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Center system.

Department officials say they plan 
to reduce the workforce at the YRTC 
in Geneva effective Jan. 6, 2020, be-
cause that facility won’t be serving as 
many youths. But they plan to hire 
additional employees at YRTC facili-
ties in Lincoln and Kearney.

Department officials say they staff 
members who lose their jobs will 
have the opportunity to apply for jobs 
at the other YRTC facilities or else-
where in state government. They say 
they hope to retain employees when-
ever possible.

Associated Press
DES MOINES, Iowa — A late har-

vest, wet grain and the fall chill have 
combined to multiply demand for 
propane in Iowa and other states, ac-
cording to agriculture and propane 
industry officials.

Iowa Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Naig told The Des Moines Register 
that the demand on the supply sys-
tem during the last week to 10 days 
has been tremendous.

“It’s really created a supply pinch,” 
Naig said, adding that nearly every 
bushel of  corn needs to be dried.

The corn crop’s late maturity means 
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The Hastings Museum 

has added a splash of  
color to the building 
with a new sign and a 
pair of  banners.

The sign covers the 
Lied IMAX Theatre 
name that was etched in 
stone on the south side 
of  the building when it 
was constructed in 1991. 
The museum’s relation-
ship with IMAX ended 
in 2001, and executive di-
rector Rebecca Matticks 
said they have since 
wanted to correct the 
name on the building.

“This is a project 
we’ve wanted to do for 
a long time,” she said. 
“We’ve just haven’t re-
ally had the money in 
the budget.”

But that changed 
when the museum re-
ceived a $25,000 anony-
mous donation through 
the Hastings Commu-
nity Foundation.

Matticks said the 
funds were unre-
stricted, meaning they 
could be used in any 
part of  the museum. As 
the largest municipal 
museum between Chi-
cago and Denver, she 

said Hastings should be 
proud that it has that 
kind of  community sup-
port.

The cost of  the sign 
was $9,700. The anony-
mous donation covered 
$4,700 with the Hastings 
Museum Foundation 
providing $5,000.

The museum con-
tracted with Henn Signs 
in Phillips to construct 
the sign as well as the 
new banners being 
added to the north and 
west walls. It’s the same 
company that installed 

New sign freshens museum’s face
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Fred Brown and his son Austin Brown of M&J Signs work on the installa-
tion of the new Hastings Museum sign Wednesday.
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