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59
40

TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with gusts 
as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South-
west wind around 5 mph.
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Casey’s General Store 

looks to construct a 
new building on 16th 
Street including using 
space where a Hardee’s 
restaurant once was 
planned.

Members of  the Hast-
ings Planning Commis-
sion voted 7-0 during 
their meeting Monday to 
separately recommend 
Hastings City Council 
approval of  several ac-
tions pertaining to the 
existing Casey’s and 

Hardee’s properties. 
Those votes included 
approval of  a zoning 
change from heavy in-
dustrial to commercial 
business for the location 
where Casey’s is now, 
at the corner of  16th 
Street and Burlington 
Avenue; vacation of  the 
alley between 16th and 
17th streets between the 
lot where Casey’s is cur-
rently located and the 
Hardee’s Subdivision to 
the east; and the final 
plat of  the Casey’s Sub-
division.

Commissioners Dave 
Johnson, Rakesh Sri-
vastava and Eric 
Arneson were absent. 

Casey’s eyes
new building
on 16th Street 

Chain ConvenienCe 
store would oCCupy 

property where 
hardee’s won’t go
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The Watson Elementary re-
source team, which refers to 
itself  as “The Dream Team,” 
presented on its program to the 
Hastings Public Schools Board 
of  Education during the regular 
board meeting Monday evening.

All members of  the board 
were present.

The Watson resource program 
provides additional support to 
students who have behavioral 
and mental challenges.

The program at Watson is 
unique in that it has all three 
levels for skills classes. Skills 1 
is for students with more severe 

challenges, while Skills 3 is for 
kids with less severe challenges.

The resource teachers at Wat-
son work with about 80 students 
in small groups, one-on-one or 
simply adjusting classroom as-
signments to give the children 
support in school.

“In our room, we try to help 
kids like school. So kids by the 
time they come to us, they’ve 
been in trouble, a lot. They 
struggled,” said Amber Schultz, 
a Skills 3 teacher. “So we try to 
be a place where kids can come 
to learn. That school is a place 
they can be successful.”

In addition to hearing from 
Watson’s resource team, the 
board heard from Lanae Hall, 
board president of  PFLAG Hast-
ings, during the second pub-
lic comment opportunity. Hall 
spoke about the board’s deci-

sion not to review the district’s 
anti-discrimination policy. Hall 
made the review request during 
the September board meeting.

The school board decided not 
to review the policy during Oc-
tober, but President Jim Boeve 
said the policy is on the board’s 
radar.

Hall responded to the board’s 
decision not to review the pol-
icy by bringing out a position 
statement from the Nebraska 
Department of  Education that 
includes gender expression, 
gender identity and sexual ori-
entation as statuses that should 
have access to educational eq-
uity. PFLAG would like to see 
those three statuses explicitly 
included in the HPS anti-dis-
crimination policy.

Watson team in spotlight before HPS board
loCal pFlag 

representative urges      
anti-slur initiatives
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Women stand outside a house damaged by a tornado in the Preston Hollow section of Dal-
las on Monday.

Deadly weather
JAMIE STENGLE 

AND JAKE BLEIBERG
The Associated Press

D
ALLAS — A 
tornado tossed 
trees into homes, 
tore off storefronts 
and downed power 

lines but killed no one in a 
densely populated area of  
Dallas, leaving Mayor Eric 
Johnson to declare the city 
“very fortunate” to be assess-
ing only property damage.

A meteorologist said Mon-
day that people took shelter 
thanks to early alerts, and 
that it was fortunate the tor-
nado struck Sunday evening, 
when many people were 
home.

“Anytime you have a tor-
nado in a major metropolitan 
area, the potential for large 
loss of  life is always there,” 
said Patrick Marsh, the warn-
ing coordination meteorolo-
gist at the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, Okla-
homa. “We were very fortu-
nate that the tornado did not 
hit the Dallas Cowboys’ sta-
dium or the State Fair, where 
you would have had a lot of  
people that were exposed.”

The tornado crossed over 
two major interstates. “If  
that happened at rush hour, I 
think we’d be talking about a 
different story,” he said.

The National Weather Ser-
vice said the tornado that 
ripped through north Dallas 
was an EF3, which has a max-
imum wind speed of  140 mph. 
The agency said another tor-
nado in the suburb of  Rowl-
ett was EF1, with maximum 
wind speeds of  100 mph.

The late-night storms 
spawned tornadoes in sev-
eral states, killing at least 
four people in Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. The Storm Pre-
diction Center said severe 
thunderstorms could con-
tinue through Monday night 

along the Gulf  Coast from 
southeastern Louisiana to 
the Florida Panhandle, with 
damaging winds and a couple 
of  tornadoes possible.

In one Dallas neighborhood, 
Dustin and Lauren Collins 
said they felt lucky as they 
cleared debris from the yard 
of  their largely intact home.

“When other people’s homes 
are in your front yard, you 
just realize — just the magni-
tude of  the storm,” said Lau-
ren Collins, 36.

Dustin Collins, 37, said he 
gathered his family together 
after receiving the tornado 
alert. They climbed into the 
bathtub and pulled a mattress 

tornado slams dallas 
area; Four killed              

in arkansas, oklahoma
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The jury selection 

process begins Tues-
day morning in Ad-
ams County District 
Court for a murder case 
against a 22-year-old 
Hastings 
man.

Daniel 
B. Harden 
faces 
charges of  
first-de-
gree mur-
der, use of  
a firearm 
to commit a felony, and 
conspiracy to commit 
robbery. Harden is one 
of  two men accused of  
trying to rob 19-year-old 
Jose “Joey” Hansen and 
killing him in the pro-
cess in 2017.

After the jury is se-
lected, testimony is 
expected to begin 
Wednesday. The trial is 
scheduled to take two 
weeks, with an expected 
conclusion on Nov. 1.

Authorities say an at-
tempted robbery led to 
Hansen’s death on Sept. 
11, 2017, in the 700 block 
of  West G Street. Han-
sen was killed by a sin-
gle gunshot wound to 
the back. The conspir-
acy charge stems from 
an alleged plan between 
Harden and co-defen-
dant Deante Mullen 
to arrange a drug deal 
with the intent to com-
mit robbery.

Mullen, 21, of  Lincoln 
and Katherine Creigh, 
23, of  Lincoln also have 
been charged in the 
case.

Mullen faces charges 
of  first-degree mur-
der and use of  a fire-
arm to commit a felony. 
He pleaded not guilty 
March 5, 2018. A pre-
trial hearing in his case 
has been set for Nov. 12 
at 11 a.m.

Creigh, Mullen’s girl-
friend at the time, also 
was charged with acces-
sory to a felony for al-
legedly helping Harden 
and Mullen avoid arrest 
after the shooting. A 
preliminary hearing in 
Creigh’s case has been 
scheduled for Nov. 7 at 
2 p.m.

First-degree murder 
is a Class 1 or Class 1A 
felony punishable by 
death or life in prison, 
respectively. Prosecu-
tors haven’t indicated 
whether they will pur-
sue the death penalty. 
Use of  a firearm to 
commit a felony is a 
Class 1C felony punish-
able by five to 50 years 
in prison. Conspiracy 
to commit robbery is a 
Class 2 felony punish-
able by up to 50 years 
in prison. Accessory 
to first-degree murder 
is a Class 2A felony 
punishable by up to 20 
years in prison.

Jury selection to start 
in Harden murder case

Harden
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Tracy Wallace looks at his missing roof Monday after his 
home was hit by a tornado in Richardson, Texas.
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Final preparations are 

in the works for the fifth 
annual Special Needs 
Fall Festival on Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Evangelical Free 
Church, 2015 N. St. Jo-
seph Ave.

The festival will fea-
ture fingernail painting, 

face painting, (tempo-
rary) hairspray color-
ing, cake walks, and 
horse and wagon rides. 
Attendees can play in 
bounce houses, go bob-
bing for treats, go bowl-
ing or play miniature 
golf. There will be jew-
elry making, pumpkin 

Volunteers prep for Friday 
Special Needs Fall Festival
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