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Tigers swept by Vikings in B-7 subdistrict final. - B1
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weather
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TODAY Showers likely, mainly af-
ter 4 p.m. Cloudy.

TONIGHT Showers likely, mainly 
before 7 p.m. Mostly cloudy.
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GENEVA — The three 
main greenhouse gases 
hit record high levels 
in the atmosphere last 
year, the U.N. weather 
agency said Wednes-
day, calling it an “om-
inous” sign as war in 
Ukraine, rising costs of  
food and fuel, and other 
worries have elbowed 
in on longtime concerns 
about global warming 
in recent months.

“More bad news for 
the planet,” the World 
Meteorological Orga-
nization said in a state-
ment along with its lat-

est annual Greenhouse 
Gas Bulletin. It’s one of  
several reports released 
in recent days looking 
at several aspects of  hu-
manity’s struggle with 
climate change in the 
run up to the U.N.’s lat-
est climate conference, 
in Sharm el-Sheikh in 
Egypt.

Of  the three main 
types of  heat-trapping 
greenhouse gases — 
carbon dioxide, meth-
ane and nitrous oxide 
— the biggest jump 
from 2020 to 2021 was 
in methane, whose con-
centrations in the air 
came in with the biggest 

year-on-year increase 
since regular measure-
ments began four de-
cades ago, WMO said.

“The continuing rise 
in concentrations of  
the main heat-trapping 
gases, including the 
record acceleration in 
methane levels, shows 
that we are heading 
in the wrong direc-
tion,” said WMO Sec-
retary-General Petteri 
Taalas.

Methane is more po-
tent at trapping heat 
than carbon dioxide, 
but doesn’t stay in the 
atmosphere nearly as 
long as carbon dioxide 

and there’s 200 times 
more carbon dioxide in 
the air than methane. 
Over a 20-year time-pe-
riod, a molecule of  
methane traps about 81 
times the heat as a mol-
ecule of  carbon dioxide 
but over a century it 
goes down to trapping 
28 times more heat per 
molecule than carbon 
dioxide, according to 
the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate 
Change.

Since pre-industrial 
times, which WMO sets 
at around the year 1750, 
CO2 concentrations in 
the air have increased 

by nearly 50% to 415.7 
parts per million, with 
the U.S., China and Eu-
rope responsible for 
the bulk of  emissions. 
Methane is up 162% to 
1,908 parts per billion, 
and nitrous oxide — 
whose human-made 
sources are things like 
biomass burning, indus-
trial processes and fer-
tilizer use — is up about 
one-quarter to 334.5 
parts per million.

Earlier on Wednesday 
the U.N’s climate office 
said current pledges 
to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions put the 
planet on course to blow 

past the limit for global 
warming countries 
agreed to in the 2015 
Paris climate accord.

It said its latest esti-
mate based on 193 na-
tional emissions targets 
would see temperatures 
rise to 2.5 degrees Cel-
sius (4.5 Fahrenheit) 
above pre-industrial 
averages by the end of  
the century, a full de-
gree higher than the 
ambitious goal set in 
the Paris pact to limit 
warming by 1.5 C (2.7 F).

“We are still nowhere 
near the scale and pace 

Weather agency: Greenhouse gases reach new record in 2021
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Voters in the Upper 
Big Blue Natural Re-
sources District face a 
choice in the Nov. 8 gen-
eral election in the race 
for a Subdistrict 5 seat 
on the NRD board of  di-
rectors.

Incumbent Micheal 
Nuss of  Sutton and 
challenger Neal Hoff of  
Hastings are seeking 
election to a four-year 
term of  office.

The Upper Big Blue 
district is headquar-
tered in York and en-
compasses all of  York 
County, almost all 
of  Hamilton County, 
northeastern Adams 
County, northern Clay 
and Fillmore counties, 
and parts of  Saline, 
Seward, Butler and Polk 
counties.

The 17-member, non-
partisan board of  di-
rectors includes two 
directors from each of  
eight subdistricts, plus 
one at-large seat. While 
directors must reside 
in the subdistrict they 
are elected to represent, 
they are elected by vot-
ers districtwide.

Directors don’t receive 
a salary but are paid 
a per-diem and are re-
imbursed for their ex-
penses in tending to dis-
trict business.

Nebraska’s 23 NRDs 
address groundwater 
management, soil con-
servation, flood control, 
hazard mitigation, edu-
cation and public recre-
ation.

Several NRDs that in-
clude Tribland commu-
nities have contested 
director races in this 
year’s election. The Tri-
bune recently sent a 
survey to candidates in 
all contested races. Sev-
eral of  the candidates, 
including Neal Hoff of  
Hastings, responded.

Nuss has a rural Sut-
ton address and has 
served on the UBBNRD 
board for a number of  
years.

Hoff, 74, lives at 3611 
Wendell Drive in Hast-
ings. He is retired after 
serving as chairman of  
the board of  Hoff Broth-
ers Inc., doing business 
as Uncle Neal’s Country 
Convenience Stores.

He and his wife, Su-
san, have three children 
and nine grandchildren.

Hoff holds a bache-
lor of  general studies 
degree from the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska at 
Omaha with minors in 
political science and ac-
counting.

Hoff served previously 
on the boards of  the 

Hoff, Nuss seeking seat 
on UBBNRD boardJOHN HUTHMACHER
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A
lthough they 
were never popu-
lar in mainstream 
media, televised 
broadcasts pro-

duced by Dr. Caleb Schro-
eder did bring him national 
recognition across United 
States and Canada in terms 
of  breaking ground in health 
care communications.

Schroeder, 41, a general 
surgeon who partners with 
Dr. Jared Dietze at Hastings 
General Surgery, was hon-
ored with the Oweida Scholar 
Award for his use of  tele-
medicine by the American 
College of  Surgeons Clinical 
Congress Oct. 15-20 in San Di-
ego, California.

The annual ACS Clinical 
Congress is the largest-at-
tended surgery meeting in 
North America, Schroeder 
said. More than 9,000 people 
from 70 countries attended 
this year’s gathering.

Presented annually to 
three physicians from the 
United States and Canada, 
the Oweida Scholar Award 
recognizes significant contri-
butions made by health care 
professionals to further prac-
tice of  medicine in rural com-
munities. Those honored are 
selected annually from a pool 
of  contestants submitting ap-
plications for consideration.

A fixture in the Tribland 
coverage area for more than 
seven years, Schroeder, a 

husband and father of  two 
children, began offering tele-
medicine services from his 
practice in Superior in 2018 
in response to a law passed 
in Nebraska in 2017 that pro-
hibited insurance companies 
from refusing to pay for such 
services.

Although it had been used 
in other medical specialties, 
including pediatric psychi-
atry, telemedicine was un-
heard of  in general surgery 
inside the United States 
when Schroeder adopted it to 
streamline his surgical pro-
cedure schedule. His writings 
on the topic have become an 
instruction manual for us-
ing telemedicine in the prac-
tice of  general surgery after 
being published by General 
Surgeons in America in a 
journal that drew national at-
tention to its usage.

Schroeder shared his story 
during the conference and 
was presented the prestigious 
award before an audience 
of  distinguished physicians 
from around the world. He 
initially was named to receive 
the award in 2020, but his pre-
sentation was postponed un-
til this year because of  con-
ference cancellations related 
to the pandemic.

“Up to that point, the only 
place doing telemedicine for 
surgeries was the Armed 
Forces in Europe,” Schroeder 
said. “Shortly after the Ne-
braska law passed, we had 
this perfect situation where 
the opportunity arose and we 
started doing it. What tele-
medicine did was get patients 
into surgeries quicker.

“For most patients, you had 

to meet with them in the of-
fice, talk to them about the 
surgery, then schedule sur-
gery on a different day. In 
Superior, that was usually 
about two weeks later. What 
telemedicine did was that if  
someone needed to be seen 
urgently, it significantly de-
creased the time between 
when they would be seen and 
have surgery.”

Though no longer using 
telemedicine in his own 
practice, Schroeder remains 
committed to assisting oth-
ers looking to add it to their 
practices. With the explosion 
of  telemedicine opportuni-
ties fueled by the pandemic, 
Schroeder’s basic guide on 
how to launch a telemedicine 
program — written at the be-
hest of  the American College 
of  Surgeons — continues to 
provide a jump-off point for 
conversations regarding the 
topic.

“At the national level, we’re 
still talking about what kind 
of  conditions you can use 
to treat with telemedicine 
and what you can’t,” he said. 
“That’s one of  the big things 
we still need to establish. I’m 
still working on how exten-
sive you can use it, what you 
can use it for, and to what ex-
tent you can use it.”

Through his recent part-
nership struck with Dietze, 
Schroeder said he hopes 
to bolster his efforts in 
strengthening the rural med-
icine scene in Nebraska. Hav-
ing grown up between Blue 
Hill and Lawrence, he feels 
a sense of  responsibility to 
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Dr. Caleb Schroeder of Hastings gives a presentation during the American College of Sur-
geons Clinical Congress in San Diego, Calif., which was Oct. 15-20.

The Associated Press

LINCOLN — An in-
vestigation into the 
theft this summer of  
several semitrailers 
loaded with frozen beef  
from Nebraska has led 
to arrests and uncov-
ered a multimillion-dol-
lar theft ring targeting 
meatpacking plants in 
six Midwestern states, 
federal authorities said.

The U.S. Department 
of  Homeland Security 
reported Tuesday that 
the discovery of  the Mi-
ami-based theft ring 
began in June with a 
Nebraska investigation 
into the theft of  sev-
eral semitrailers loaded 
with nearly $1 million 
in frozen beef  from ar-
eas near Grand Island 
and Lincoln.

The investigation, led 
by the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office in Ne-

braska and Homeland 
Security’s Major Crimes 
Task Force in Omaha, 
determined that the 
theft ring was targeting 
beef  and pork packag-
ing plants in Nebraska, 
Iowa, Minnesota, South 
Dakota, North Dakota 
and Wisconsin.

On Oct. 20, investiga-
tors arrested three Mi-
ami men on suspicion 
of  transporting sto-
len goods and money 
laundering. They face 
charges in federal court 
in Florida. Information 
on whether the men 
have attorneys repre-
senting them in the case 
could not immediately 
be found Wednesday.

Investigators said they 
have identified approx-
imately 45 thefts that 
occurred across the six 
Midwest states totaling 
$9 million in loss.

Feds: Theft of frozen 
beef in Nebraska 
uncovers crime ring
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