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TODAY Cloudy and cold. Wind 
chill values between -9 and -19.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Wind 
chill values between -9 and -19.
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W
ith several 
inches of  
snowfall this 
weekend, Peg 
Schafer of  

Aurora imagined herself  
in warmer weather while 
attending the Hastings 
Outdoor Show on the Adams 
County Fairgrounds.

“It’s really fun to look at all 
the different types of  camp-
ers,” she said. “It gets me ex-
cited for spring.”

Schafer bought a recre-
ational vehicle last week at 
Dykeman’s Camper Place, 
but came to the show to look 
at other options with a friend, 
Dianne Botsch of  Doniphan.

“We’re looking forward 
to the opportunity to go to-
gether,” Schafer said. “We 
really want to go the state 
parks around Nebraska.”

Botsch said she and her 
husband enjoy hiking and 
being in nature, activities 
among the few not disrupted 
by the pandemic that has 
limited other aspects of  life. 
Camping avoids crowded ar-
eas and allows for social dis-
tancing.

“We just want to go to the 
state parks and get off the 
beaten path,” Botsch said. 

RVs of  all sizes and with 
various options from Dyke-
man’s Camper Place in Hast-
ings were on display at the 
show. All-terrain vehicles 
were shown by Powerhouse 

Motors and Sports in Hast-
ings. Sweet Enterprises in 
Kearney brought golf  carts, 
and LCL Truck Equipment in 
Hastings displayed grills and 
accessories.

Schafer and her husband 
used to own an RV but sold it 
about five years ago. With her 
upcoming retirement in May 
and her husband’s recent re-
tirement, Schafer said, she 
is looking forward to some 
traveling and wanted to have 
accommodations to invite her 
children and grandchildren 
along.

For Schafer, an import-
ant option was the outdoor 
kitchen, which allows access 
to the stove and refrigerator 
from a side panel.

“I can start cooking without 
disturbing anyone sleeping 
inside,” she said.

To display the various op-

tions in the fifth wheels and 
travel trailers up for sale, 
Dykeman’s Camper Place 
opened each up so customers 
could walk through and test 
the specifics themselves.

“It lets us demonstrate what 
the camper would look like 
when it’s set up,” said man-
ager Wade Dykeman.

Wade said his family often 
traveled via camper while he 
was growing up. Now, it’s be-
come a family business.

“It’s a fun hobby to get fami-
lies and friends out,” he said. 
“It’s a great, fun and afford-
able adventure.”

Despite the snowfall, man-
ager Brad Dykeman said 
there was a steady flow of  
people attending the show.

“Thank you to everybody 
who did come out,” he said. 
“To be able to still have a 
show is awesome.”

Excited for spring
HASTINGS OUTDOOR SHOW 

LOOKS FORWARD  

TO WARMER WEATHER
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Daniel Webb, a salesman with Dykeman’s Camper Place, talks about amenities and op-
tions with Tom and Margaret Treffer of Juniata Saturday during the Hastings Outdoor 
Show at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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Shelby and Brian Banning of Juniata explore the kitchen 
and living space of a camper at the Hastings Outdoor Show 
Saturday at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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WASHINGTON — 
Donald Trump’s defend-
ers in the Senate on Sun-
day rallied around the 
former president before 
his impeachment trial, 
dismissing it as a waste 
of  time and arguing that 
the former president’s 
fiery speech before the 
U.S. Capitol insurrec-
tion does not make him 
responsible for the vio-
lence of  Jan. 6.

“If  being held account-
able means being im-
peached by the House 
and being convicted by 
the Senate, the answer 
to that is no,” said Re-
publican Sen. Roger 
Wicker of  Mississippi, 
making clear his belief  
that Trump should and 
will be acquitted. Asked 
if  Congress could con-
sider other punishment, 
such as censure, Wicker 
said the Democratic-led 
House had that option 
earlier but rejected it 
in favor of  impeaching 
him.

“That ship has sailed,” 
he said.

The Senate is set to 
launch the impeach-

ment trial Tuesday to 
consider the charge 
that Trump’s fighting 
words to protesters at 
a Capitol rally as well 
as weeks of  falsehoods 
about a stolen and 
rigged presidential elec-
tion provoked a mob to 
storm the Capitol. Five 
people died as a result 
of  the melee, including 
a police officer.

Many senators includ-
ing Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McCon-
nell immediately de-
nounced the violence 
and pointed a finger of  
blame at Trump. Fol-
lowing the riot, Wicker 
said Americans “will 
not stand for this kind 
of  attack on the rule of  
law” and without nam-
ing names, said “we 
must prosecute” those 
who undermine democ-
racy.

But with Trump now 
gone from the pres-
idency, Republicans 
have shown little politi-
cal appetite to take fur-
ther action, such as an 
impeachment convic-
tion that could lead to 

Senate Republicans 
back Trump on eve 
of impeachment trial
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PORTLAND, Maine 
— The U.S. Postal Ser-
vice’s stretch of  chal-
lenges didn’t end with 
the November general 
election and tens of  mil-
lions of  mail-in votes. 
The pandemic-depleted 
workforce fell further 
into a hole during the 
holiday rush, leading to 
long hours and a moun-
tain of  delayed mail.

Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy has vowed 
to make improvements 
after facing withering 
criticism and calls for 
his removal for his ac-
tions that slowed deliv-
ery of  mail before the 
election. Some critics 
hoped President Joe 
Biden would fire De-
Joy, but a president 
can’t do that. Instead, 
Biden could and likely 
will use appointments 
to reshape the Board of  

Governors, which meets 
Tuesday for the first 
time since his election.

It’s unclear how 
swiftly Biden’s admin-
istration will move. A 
White House spokes-
person declined to com-
ment on upcoming ap-
pointments.

Mark Dimondstein, 
president of  the Amer-
ican Postal Workers 
Union, said he’s hoping 
for some “bold appoint-
ments” by Biden.

“We want a Board of  
Governors that under-
stands fundamentally 
this is not called the 
United States Postal 
Business,” he said. “It’s 
not a profit-making 
business. It’s here to 
serve the people.”

A change in tone, 
at the least, would be 
welcomed by postal 
workers after former 

Weary postal workers 
hope Biden will bring 
new tone, change
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LEBANON, Kan. — 
The Geographic Center 
of  the United States is 
at the center of  the Re-
United States of  Amer-
ica.

The chapel there, 
which is part of  the 
monument at the center 
of  the lower 48 states 

— outside of  Lebanon, 
Kansas — was featured 
heavily in a two-minute 
commercial with Bruce 
Springsteen for Jeep 
during Super Bowl LV.

In his voiceover, 
Springsteen uses the 
U.S. Center Chapel as 
a symbol for unity. He 
encourages Americans 
to meet in “the middle,” 

which happens to be the 
title of  the commercial.

The Boss also appears 
in the commercial, en-
tering the tiny chapel 
and sitting on one of  its 
pews, lighting a candle.

“There’s a chapel in 
Kansas standing on 
the exact center of  the 

The Boss visits Geographic Center 
to shoot Super Bowl commercial

This screen shot from Jeep’s “The Middle” Super Bowl commercial shows 
Bruce Springsteen in Lebanon, Kan. SEE BOSS/page A3
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