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S
UPERIOR — Brian Splater 
is no longer surprised by 
generosity within the Superi-
or community, because peo-
ple there step up and donate.

Ambassadors of  Kindness, the Su-
perior-based nonprofit organization 
Splater started with his family, do-
nated new toys this year to children 
in foster care in the communities of  
Hastings and Lincoln.

The organization collected 1,242 
items this year, turning them into 
649 gifts. Multiple smaller items were 
combined into one gift.

Ambassadors of  Kindness delivered 
568 gifts on Nov. 23 to the Nebraska 
Foster and Adoptive Parent Associ-
ation office in Lincoln, which then 
distributed them to children in foster 
homes in Hastings and Lincoln to fos-
ter children between the ages of  zero 
and 18.

Ambassadors of  Kindness also gave 
about 25 gifts to Superior-area chil-
dren on Dec. 18. Another 15 or so gifts 
will be given to the winners of  draw-
ings planned for Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Christmas Eve.

Remaining presents are wrapped 
and will be given in 2021.

The number of  gifts given this year 
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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT A slight chance of rain 
before 3 a.m., then rain and snow.
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Talk about an overnight success.
Jacque Cranson thought her 

business idea was so lame that 
she hesitated to tell anybody 
about it at first. That way if  her 
idea flopped, no one would know 
but her.

Turns out, it was a great idea.
In 2010,  Cranson graduated 

from law school but had a hard 
time finding employment.

She moved in with a friend’s 
mother while she was looking for 
work.

It was during this time that 
she had the idea to begin selling 
T-shirts and headbands at sport-
ing events.

“I remember telling someone 
my plan to finally be employ-
able and thinking to myself  this 
sounds kind of  dumb. I’m just go-
ing to keep this idea to myself  for 
a while as I figure this all out,” 
Cranson said.

It wasn’t until the first event 
she went to did well that she re-
alized how quickly she could be 

successful.
“Oddly enough, it was an over-

night success,” Cranson said. 
“The first tournament we walked 
into, people were digging out of  
boxes before we could even get 
set up.”

Based on that success, she 
hired more people to cover more 
tournaments and events all 
across Nebraska and beyond.

In just three years, 
she said she was 
able to pay off her 
debt for law school. 
In 2015, she and 
her husband, Matt, 
moved to Hastings.

As they got settled into Hast-
ings, they realized that there 
were needs in town not being 
fully met, including clothes for 
kids.

“ There wasn’t anywhere to 
shop for clothes in Hastings, so 
we kind of  started from there,” 
Cranson said.

From there, her business called 
Small Town Famous has become 
a screen-printing business, bou-

tique and whatever else may be 
hard to find or not found at all in 
Hastings.

Cranson said she has found 
multiple wholesale vendors all 
across Nebraska — whether that 
be a waffle-maker in Omaha, a 
candlemaker in Ashland or a 
sign maker in Wauneta

“Depending on who you’re 
looking for, you can pretty much 
find it at our store,” Cranson 
said.

They’re always trying to pro-
vide new and fun items that are 
made locally — or at least in the 
state.

“It’s just kind of  finding where 
there’s a need in Hastings and 
filling it in our store,” Cranson 
said.

Cranson is a native of  Grand 
Island and Matt grew up in Co-
loardo. Both like calling Hastings 
home.

“It’s a small community yet 
it’s big enough that there’s still 
things big enough to do,” Jacque 
said. “It’s just the perfect size to 
raise a family.”

‘Dumb’ idea an overnight success

AMY ROH/Tribune

Jacque Cranson is pictured at Small Town Fa-
mous in downtown Hastings.
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SUPERIOR NONPROFIT THANKFUL 
FOR SUPPORT OF TOY DRIVE

Courtesy of Brian Splater

Ellie and Jaxon, the children of Brian Splater and Austin Karnatz 
of Superior, pose on Nov. 23 with gifts donated to the Nebraska 
Foster and Adoptive Parent Association in Lincoln.

Courtesy Brian Splater

Gifts donated to Ambassadors of 
Kindness fill the Superior home of 
Brian Splater and Austin Karnatz in 
preparation for the annual Ambas-
sadors of Kindness toy drive.
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Four more residents 
of  the South Heartland 
Health District have lost 
their battles with the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, the dis-
trict health department 
reported Monday.

All four victims were 
in their 90s: two women 
from Clay County, 
and one man and one 

woman from Adams 
County.

“We are saddened to 
report additional deaths 
of  South Heartland 
residents and extend 
our condolences to the 
families,” said Michele 
Bever, health depart-
ment executive director.

All four victims’ diag-
noses with COVID-19 
had been reflected in 
South Heartland case 
statistics previously, 
Bever said. The health 
department doesn’t re-
port deaths as being re-
lated to the disease until 
the cause is confirmed 
on the official death cer-
tificate.

The fatalities bring 

to 46 the total number 
of  district residents to 
date whose deaths have 
been related to the viral 
infection, which causes 
no symptoms in some 
patients but can lead to 
serious illness in others 
— particularly senior 
citizens and individuals 
with underlying health 
problems.

The South Heartland 
district encompasses 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties.

The health depart-
ment on Monday also 
announced a total 
of  63 new laborato-
ry-confirmed cases of  
COVID-19 being re-
corded among district 

residents for Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday. The new cases 
included 40 in Adams 
County, 15 in Clay, and 
four each in Nuckolls 
and Webster counties.

The new cases bring to 
3,553 the total number 
of  district residents di-
agnosed with the viral 
infection since March 
18. They include 2,321 
in Adams County, 564 
in Clay, 374 in Nuckolls 
and 294 in Webster.

Of  those 3,553 cases, a 
total of  3,047 had been 
classified as recovered 
by Saturday.

The South Heartland 
district’s test positiv-
ity rate for Dec. 13-19 

dropped to 9.3% from 
14.8% for the previous 
week. That was the first 
time the weekly positiv-
ity rate had been below 
10% since the week end-
ing Oct. 3.

The test positivity rate 
is the percentage of  
COVID-19 tests admin-
istered in a given week 
that come back positive. 
Rates below 5% are con-
sidered to indicate low 
community spread of  
the virus, whereas rates 
exceeding 15% indicate 
widespread community 
transmission.

In the neighboring 
Two Rivers Public 
Health District to the 
west, a total of  nine new 

cases were diagnosed 
in Kearney County Fri-
day through Sunday, 
along with three in Har-
lan County, the Two 
Rivers health depart-
ment reported. No new 
cases were reported for 
Franklin County.

In the South Heart-
land district, more 
than 250 doses of  Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine were 
administered last week, 
nearly all through Mary 
Lanning Healthcare, 
Bever said.

Between the district 
health department and 
Brodstone Memorial 
Hospital in Superior, 
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South Heartland loses 4 more residents to COVID-19
DISTRICT’S POSITIVITY 

RATE DIPS BELOW 
10%; NEARLY 9,000 

NEBRASKANS HAVE 
BEEN VACCINATED  

SO FAR
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