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STC beats Minden for 5th straight win. - B1

Friday, January 14, 2022
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TODAY A 40% chance of rain after 
noon. Wind gusts up to 40 mph.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of snow. 
Wind chill values betwee -2 and 8.

Details, page A5   Art by Isabella Cardena Garcia
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T
he company that 
owns and operates 
the Rivoli 3 Theatre 
in Hastings has 
plans to renovate 

its longtime downtown com-
plex and expand the theater 
from three screens to five.

Russell Vannorsdel, presi-
dent of  Fridley Theatres, said 
in an interview Wednesday 
that the project, estimated 
to cost at least $1 million, 
has been several years in the 
making.

“Prior to the pandemic 
there were numerous proj-
ects we were planning on 
moving forward with, and 
Hastings was one of  those,” 
he said. “Unfortunately, the 
pandemic put us on a halt on 
all projects just because we 
were trying to figure out if  
the movie theater industry 
was going to recover and if  a 
company that’s been around 
for so long was going to con-
tinue to be around.”

Company founder Bob Frid-
ley bought his first theater in 
1942.

Of  the 18 Fridley theaters, 

Renovating the Rivoli
MULTIPHASE PROJECT  

WILL INCLUDE EXPANSION  
TO 5 SCREENS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Rivoli 3 Theatre will undergo renovations that include updates to the ticket booth, conces-
sions, restrooms and auditoriums.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

An UltraLux Lounger is on display in the lobby of the Rivoli 
3 Theatre Thursday. The reclining, heated chairs will be in-
stalled during renovations.

MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — A 4 billion-year-
old meteorite from Mars 
that caused a splash here 
on Earth decades ago 
contains no evidence of  
ancient, primitive Mar-
tian life after all, scien-
tists reported Thursday.

In 1996, a NASA-led 
team announced that or-
ganic compounds in the 
rock appeared to have 
been left by living crea-
tures. Other scientists 
were skeptical and re-
searchers chipped away 
at that premise over the 
decades, most recently 
by a team led by the Car-
negie Institution for Sci-
ence’s Andrew Steele.

Tiny samples from the 
meteorite show the car-
bon-rich compounds are 
actually the result of  wa-
ter — most likely salty, 
or briny, water — flow-
ing over the rock for a 
prolonged period, Steele 
said. The findings appear 
in the journal Science.

During Mars’ wet and 
early past, at least two 
impacts occurred near 
the rock, heating the 
planet’s surrounding sur-
face, before a third im-
pact bounced it off the 
red planet and into space 
millions of  years ago. 
The 4-pound rock was 
found in Antarctica in 
1984.

Groundwater moving 
through the cracks in 

the rock, while it was 
still on Mars, formed the 
tiny globs of  carbon that 
are present, according 
to the researchers. The 
same thing can happen 
on Earth and could help 
explain the presence of  
methane in Mars’ atmo-
sphere, they said.

But two scientists who 
took part in the original 
study took issue with 
these latest findings, call-
ing them “disappoint-
ing.” In a shared email, 
they said they stand by 
their 1996 observations.

“While the data pre-
sented incrementally 
adds to our knowledge 
of  (the meteorite), the 
interpretation is hardly 
novel, nor is it supported 

by the research,” wrote 
Kathie Thomas-Keprta 
and Simon Clemett, as-
tromaterial researchers 
at NASA’s Johnson Space 
Center in Houston.

“Unsupported specu-
lation does nothing to 
resolve the conundrum 
surrounding the origin 
of  organic matter” in the 
meteorite, they added.

According to Steele, 
advances in technology 
made his team’s new 
findings possible.

He commended the 
measurements by the 
original researchers 
and noted that their 
life-claiming hypothe-
sis “was a reasonable 

Study nixes Mars life in meteorite found in Antarctica

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

The meteorite labeled ALH84001 is held in 
the hand of a scientist at a Johnson Space 
Center lab in Houston Aug. 7, 1996. 

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Ne-
braska Gov. Pete Rick-
etts proposed an income 
tax cut on Thursday for 
corporations and nearly 
419,000 residents whose 
incomes rise into the 
state’s top bracket.

The Republican gover-
nor said he would seek 
to lower the top rates to 
5.84%, down from the 
current 6.84% for indi-
viduals and 7.25% for 
corporations that are 
set to take effect next 
year.

The plan would reduce 
state tax collections by 
$178.8 million by fiscal 
year 2025. Like many 
other states, Nebraska 
is flush with cash from 
a better-than-expected 
pandemic economy 
and billions in federal 
stimulus payments that 
went to most Nebraska 
taxpayers.

“I was elected on the 
promise that I would 
bring tax relief  to our 
state,” Ricketts said in 
his annual State of  the 
State address, his final 

one before he leaves of-
fice next year. “It’s what 
the hardworking men 
and women of  our state 
deserve. And, given our 
current financial situa-
tion, we must deliver.”

Ricketts also tried to 
preemptively address 
a common criticism 
that cutting the top rate 
benefits the wealthy, 
an argument that has 
thwarted similar plans 
in past years. Nebras-
ka’s top rates kick in at 
just over $32,000 for in-
dividuals and $64,000 for 
married couples filing 
jointly, although many 
taxpayers reduce their 
taxable income below 
those levels through 
credits and deductions.

“For those who may 
try to brand this as a 
tax cut for the rich, I 
challenge you to ask 
Nebraskans earning 
$33,180 a year, or fam-
ilies earning $66,360 a 
year, if  they feel rich,” 
he said. “They make up 
the 418,900 Nebraskans 
in this tax bracket who 

Ricketts seeks 
tax cut for state’s 
highest earners
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Stewart Rhodes, the 
founder and leader of  
the far-right Oath Keep-
ers militia group, and 10 
other members or asso-
ciates have been charged 
with seditious conspir-
acy in the violent attack 
on the U.S. Capitol, au-
thorities said Thursday.

Despite hundreds 
of  charges already 
brought in the year 
since pro-Trump rioters 
stormed the Capitol in 
an effort to stop the cer-
tification of  President 
Joe Biden’s 2020 elec-
tion victory, these were 
the first seditious con-
spiracy charges levied 

in connection with the 
attack on Jan. 6, 2021.

It marked a serious 
escalation in the larg-
est investigation in the 
Justice Department’s 
history – more than 700 
people have been ar-
rested and charged with 
federal crimes – and 
highlighted the work 
that has gone into piec-
ing together the most 
complicated cases. The 
charges rebut, in part, 
the growing chorus of  
Republican lawmakers 
who have publicly chal-
lenged the seriousness 
of  the insurrection, ar-
guing that since no one 
had been charged yet 
with sedition or trea-
son, it could not have 
been so violent.

11 Oath Keepers 
charged in Jan. 6 riot
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