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South Heartland
laying groundwork
for 75-plus shots
R EGION’S HEALTH
DEPARTMENTS INVITE
ELDERLY CONSTITUENTS
TO EXPRESS INTEREST
IN VACCINATIONS
ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

The general population of senior citizens ages 75 and older
may begin being vaccinated against the novel
coronavirus disease,
COVID-19, in the South
Heartland Health District as early as next
week.
That’s the word from
Michele Bever, executive director of the
South Heartland health
department, who hastens to add that the exact timeline for the vaccinations will depend
on the availability of
doses in the four-county
health district.
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Hastings College freshmen Ally Banks and Jeremiah Cox spent December interviewing
small business owners in Hastings. The pair were photographed Monday on the roof of the
Tribune Building in downtown Hastings.

Getting personal
FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE
STUDENTS FIND LOCAL
SHOPPING TO THEIR LIKING
HASTINGS TRIBUNE
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T

wo Hastings
College freshmen
from larger cities
in other states say
they have come to
appreciate Hastings’ smalltown qualities and the local
businesses that prime the
pump for its economy.
Ally Banks and Jeremiah
Cox were given the assignment last month to report on
locally owned businesses in
hopes their storytelling using
the Hastings Tribune’s print,
digital and social media platforms would illustrate the
importance of supporting local businesses.
Banks is a native of Shawnee, Kansas, and Cox grew
up in suburban Minneapolis. Both are first-year students in the Scott Scholars

program at Hastings College.
Throughout December,
Banks and Cox interviewed
nearly 30 local business owners through the shop at home
local business profiles initiative.
“Growing up in a town as
big as Shawnee made it easy
to get lost in the crowd,”
Banks said. “I’ve spent my
whole life there, and I can
still walk out of my house
and meet 50 new people or
walk into a business that I’ve
been to multiple times and
not have a relationship with
the employees. Individualized personal experiences are
scarce.”
That isn’t the case in Hastings, Banks said.
“I soon realized what I was
missing,” she said. “Getting
the opportunity to come to
a community like Hastings
has been truly beneficial. I’ve
gotten to see firsthand what
a truly personalized experience is like.”

Cox agreed.
“Through this initiative,
I’ve had the privilege of interviewing nearly 30 different business leaders
throughout Hastings,” he
said. “This has provided insight into the personalized,
personable experience that
small businesses bring to
their communities.”
From Trish Ludemann and
Tammy Valentin of Gary
Michael’s Clothiers guiding
their customers through every step of the clothing selection process to Maggie Esch
of Vaughan’s Printing, who is
carrying her family business
into its third generation, Cox
said he has “seen the human
side of enterprise.”
“It has changed my perspective,” he said. “Now I
consider who my dollars are
going to support before making a purchase, deliberately
choosing small businesses in
order to support them.”

In the meantime, she
said, those age 75 and
older now are welcome
to fill out a form online
with their name and
contact information so
health department officials can keep in touch
with them.
What’s more: The pool
of senior citizens eligible to sign up may soon
grow even larger with
Tuesday morning’s
news that the federal
government is revising its guidance to prioritize senior citizens
65 and older, not just
75 and older, for vaccination in the coming
weeks.
The first doses of
COVID-19 vaccine arrived in the South
Heartland district on
Dec. 15, 2020. The district encompasses Adams, Webster, Clay and
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United Way at 92%
of campaign goal
HASTINGS TRIBUNE
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The United Way of
South Central Nebraska
still needs $44,000 in
public support to reach
its annual campaign
goal.
More than 45 programs in Adams, Clay,
Webster and Nuckolls
counties depend on donations made to the
United Way of South
Central Nebraska,
which has offices in
Hastings. Programs
that support and empower youth, provide
food for the hungry,
assist individuals and
families in crisis situations, provide after-school activities for
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students, and deliver
warm meals to the elderly are among those
that improve area communities with United
Way support.
According to a news
release sent on Tuesday, the United Way
currently is reporting pledges totaling
$506,000, representing
92% of the overall community goal of $550,000
for the 2021 campaign.
Many individuals and
organizations are doing
their part to ensure the
programs and services
continue for people in
need throughout the
four-county area.
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Firefighters rescue 2 dogs from house fire
WILL VRASPIR
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Troy Vorderstrasse of Hastings Fire and Rescue
treats a dog rescued from a house fire at 1930
Boyce St. Tuesday. Two dogs were rescued from
the house, treated at the scene and taken to a
veterinarian for further treatment.

Hastings firefighters
rescued a pair of dogs
from a house fire Tuesday in the 1900 block of
Boyce Street.
Hastings Fire and Rescue responded to multiple calls of smoke coming from a single-family
home at 1930 Boyce St.
about 11:40 a.m.
Fire Chief Brad Starling said when firefighters arrived, they saw
visible flames coming
from the attic of the
home. Within 10 minutes, they were able to
extinguish most of the
fire and began work to
make sure the fire was
completely out.
While no people were
inside the home at the
time of the fire, Starling
said, two dogs were rescued from the basement
of the house.
The dogs initially were
unresponsive, but first
responders administered oxygen to both
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dogs using masks made
specifically for small
animals. Both animals
appeared to be alert
and responsive before
they were transported
by veterinarian Tammy
Craig with TLC Vet
Care for further treatment.
The Hastings Rural
Fire Department provided mutual aid, and
the Salvation Army arrived to support the firefighters.
According to a report
of the incident on the
city’s website, the fire
caused significant damage to the structure,
leaving it uninhabitable. The homeowner
is receiving assistance
from Adams County
Emergency Management, the American Red
Cross and the Salvation
Army.
Starling said the cause
of the fire was accidental in nature due to
improperly discarded
trash.

TODAY Mostly sunny. Wind gusts
as high as 20 mph.
TONIGHT A 30% chance of rain
after midnight with 45 mph gusts.
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A Hastings firefighter works the scene of a fire at
1930 Boyce Street Tuesday.
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