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Hastings College nets first win under Franzen. - B1

Monday, October 4, 2021

weather

79

47

TODAY Sunny. Calm wind becom-
ing north-northeast around 5 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. East-northeast 
wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Melanie Junck
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HUNTINGTON 
BEACH, Calif. — 
Crews on the water and 
on shore worked fever-
ishly Sunday to limit 
environmental damage 
from one of  the largest 
oil spills in recent Cal-
ifornia history, caused 
by a suspected leak in 
an underwater pipeline 
that fouled the sands 
of  famed Huntington 
Beach and could keep 
the beaches there closed 
for weeks or longer.

Booms were deployed 
on the ocean surface 
to try to contain the oil 
while divers sought to 

determine where and 
why the leak occurred. 
On land there was a 
race to find animals 
harmed by the oil and 
to keep the spill from 
harming any more sen-
sitive marshland.

An estimated 126,000 
gallons of  heavy crude 
leaked into the waters 
off Orange County start-
ing late Friday or early 
Saturday, when boaters 
began reporting a sheen 
in the water, officials 
said. The pipeline and 
operations at three off-
shore platforms owned 
by Houston-based Am-
plify Energy Corp. were 
shut down Saturday 
night, CEO Martyn Will-

sher said.
He said the 17.5-mile 

pipeline that is 80 to 100 
feet below the surface 
was suctioned out so no 
more oil would spill as 
the location of  the leak 
was being investigated.

Huntington Beach 
Mayor Kim Carr said 
the beaches of  the com-
munity nicknamed 
“Surf  City” could re-
main closed for weeks 
or even months. The 
oil created a miles-
wide sheen in the ocean 
and washed ashore in 
sticky, black globules.

“In a year that 
has been filled with 
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Several pets attended 
church alongside their 
owners Sunday as 
part of  the annual Pet 
Blessing Sunday at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Pro-Cathedral.

The Very Rev. Katie 
Hargis said the pets re-
mained calm through 
the service, almost as 
if  they understood the 
significance of  their 
surroundings. Her own 
mixed-breed rescue 
dog, Abby, sat patiently 
nearby as Hargis gave 
her sermon.

“I’m always amazed 
how the animals behave 
in church,” she said. 
“It’s fun to have ani-
mals in church.”

Church member Pat-
rick Crawford of  Hast-

ings said St. Mark’s has 
opened its Pet Blessing 
Sunday service to ani-
mals for a couple years 
without incident. He 
brought his 3-year-old 
dog, Baxter, for the ser-
vice.

The pet blessing has 
been a longstanding tra-
dition celebrated on the 
Sunday closest to Oct. 
4, the feast day of  St. 
Francis of  Assisi on the 
liturgical calendar.

Francis was a 
preacher and mystic in 
the 12th and 13th cen-
turies who founded sev-
eral religious orders 
and helped to reform 
the Christian Church 
through his example 
of  living simply. He 
was known for his love 
of  nature and is des-
ignated as the patron 

saint of  animals and the 
environment.

Hargis said the uncon-
ditional love pets be-
stow upon their owners 
reflects the heart Jesus 
Christ has for His people.

“Our animals are a 
blessing to us,” she said. 
“It’s important we rec-
ognize that and we give 
them the blessing we 
can.”

Alan Witte of  Hastings 
and his daughter, Bree, 
brought Briggs, their 
Australian shepherd/
blue heeler mix, and 
new kitten Jasper.

Alan had to go home 
to bring the animals 
back for the blessing, 
but said it was worth 
the extra trip.

“They are an import-
ant part of  our lives,” 
he said.

Blessed be the animals

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

The Very Rev. Katie Hargis says a blessing for Jasper, a kitten owned by 
Bree Witte, Sunday at St. Mark’s Episcopal Pro-Cathedral in Hastings.
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M
idway through 
a nature walk 
Sunday afternoon 
at Prairie Loft’s 
Harvestfest, Josh 

Wiese helped identify and re-
move beggar’s tick weed seeds 
on 6-year-old Christian Con-
roy’s T-shirt.

Wiese, a habitat ecologist at 
the Crane Trust outside of  
Wood River, led a pair of  nature 
walks during Harvestfest at the 
Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor 
and Agricultural Learning. He 
identified wildflowers, grasses 
and weeds along the way.

“Plants have been a passion 
of  mine since I was little,” he 
said. “I liked watching kids be 
able to pick up on stuff and see 
them realize things they knew 
all along, but they didn’t contex-
tualize yet. Just to watch them 
put those pieces of  the puzzle 
together and see how connected 
ecology is is pretty special and 
it’s cool to be a part of  that.”

He did a quick walk before 
Harvestfest started to see what 
was growing out there.

Christian Conroy got quite the 

education.
“My favorite part was just 

learning about the plants,” he 
said.

He was joined at Harvest-
fest by his parents Kyle and 
Kayla Conroy, and his 4-year-
old brother, Archer. The family 
lives in Roseland.

“It’s always fun, and it’s so 
valuable for them to actually see 
the grasses, touch it, smell it,” 
Kayla Conroy said of  her sons.

The Conroys have farms and 
dairies on respective sides of  
their family.

Kayla’s brother is a landscape 
architect.

“Lot’s of  plants. Lots of  wild-
life,” she said.

The family enjoyed Harvest-
fest and Prairie Loft.

“It’s always so nice and so 
open,” Kayla said. “The weath-
er’s always perfect, and it’s 
great to get the kids outdoors, 
show them the local vendors, 
show them the learning center 
in general.”

Wiese was joined Sunday at 
Prairie Loft by his children, Lil-
lian, 9, and Judah, 8.

“I think it’s pretty awesome,” 
he said. “There’s a lot of  stuff to 
see. They love seeing the trac-
tors and the animals and go-
ing around to see the different 

‘Room to play’
NATURE WALK HIGHLIGHTS 

PRAIRIE’S LOFT’S ANNUAL 

HARVESTFEST
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Seven-year-old Sofia Gama watches for butterflies Sunday 
during a scavenger hunt at Prairie Loft’s Harvestfest event.
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A new music academy 
program set to launch 
in October at First Pres-
byterian Church will 
expand access to the 
arts for community 

members of  all ages by 
offering space, train-
ing, and support to en-
able those interested to 
share their love of  mu-
sic with others.

Hastings Community 
Music Academy will of-
fer classes at the church 
in a portion of  the nine-
room Christian Edu-
cation Wing formerly 
occupied by Pooh Cor-
ner Daycare Center, 
which has consolidated 
and expanded its oper-
ations at Grace United 

Methodist Church after 
nearly 50 years at First 
Presbyterian.

Hannah Jensen-Heit-
mann will direct the 
program. She first 
brought the idea to the 
pastor, the Rev. Greg Al-
len-Pickett, for consid-
eration more than two 
years ago. Her vision is 
to unite the community 
through shared musical 
experiences made ac-
cessible to all.

Jensen-Heitmann is 
the daughter of  Byron 

Jensen, Hastings Col-
lege music chair and 
Hastings Symphony Or-
chestra conductor. Her 
husband, Damen, is the 
associate pastor at FPC.

First offerings will in-
clude a guitar class for 
middle school aged stu-
dents taught by Hast-
ings Middle School 
music teacher Colin 
Sandell and a bell choir 
class taught by Byron 
Jensen, who directs 
the bell choir for the 
church.

“FPC has always had a 
good strong music pro-
gram,” Allen-Pickett 
said. “We want to make 
sure anyone in the com-
munity who wants to 
participate in a music 
program can do so. We 
want to provide access 
to music for folks who 
in the past may not have 
had access due to so-
cio-economic conditions 
or lack of  opportunity.”

“My vision is essen-
tially to create a com-
munity, a location 

where everybody, re-
gardless of  age or mu-
sical experience, vision 
is essentially to create 
a community where 
we can connect people 
through music,” Jen-
sen-Heitmann said. 
“Truly, one of  my great-
est beliefs and truths in 
my life is that music is 
what connects all of  us 
together as humanity 
and I want to have a lit-
tle piece of  sewing that 

First Presbyterian, new nonprofit reaching out through music
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Crews race to limit damage 
from major California oil spill
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