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Panthers, Wildcats to meet for C2-8 title. - B1

Tuesday, October 29, 2019

weather
38
21

TODAY Cloudy with winds shift-
ing to the northeast.

TONIGHT Fifty-percent chance of 
snow after 1 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Mazie Boyd
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The defense pointed 

the finger back at 
Deante Mullen as the 
trigger man to begin the 
second week of  Daniel 
Harden’s murder trial.

Mullen took the stand 
Friday to testify about 
the robbery gone bad 
that led to the death of  
Jose “Joey” Hansen on 
Sept. 11, 2017. Direct ex-
amination by the prose-
cution ended Friday, and 

the defense beginning 
its cross-examination on 
Monday morning.

Through his question-
ing, Clarence Mock, one 
of  Harden’s attorneys, 
pointed out that Mullen 
admitted to taking most 
of  the actions leading 
up to the robbery.

Mullen wanted to rob 
someone to get money 
for an old friend, Deonte 
Hayes. Mullen arranged 

the meeting with Han-
sen. He was the one who 
retrieved the Draco, a 
firearm he purchased 
about a month before. 
He put the weapon in 
the white Chevy Tahoe 
owned by Katherine 
Creigh, Mullen’s girl-
friend at the time. Mul-
len drove the vehicle to 
meet Hansen. Mullen 
was the one found with 
the methamphetamine 
Hansen brought for the 
drug deal.

“It’s all about you, 
except for the part at 
which you claim Daniel 
Harden pulled the trig-
ger,” Mock said.

Most of  the day was 
spent with Mullen on 

the stand, as Mock 
poked holes in his testi-
mony from Friday.

Mock asked about the 
plea agreement Mullen 
received to testify in the 
case.

Prosecutors offered a 
deal in the case to re-
duce Mullen’s charges 
from first-degree mur-
der and using a firearm 
in a felony to attempted 
robbery and accessory 
to a felony in exchange 
for his testimony. Mock 
characterized the bar-
gain as a “substan-
tial reduction” in the 
charges Mullen faces.

Mock suggested the 
real reason Mullen 
pointed the finger at 

Harden was to prevent 
himself  from being 
convicted of  a murder 
charge, which could send 
him to prison for life and 
leave him without the 
possibility of  seeing his 
daughter grow up.

Mullen rejected that 
idea.

“I have the motive of  
telling the truth,” Mul-
len said.

Mullen testified that 
Harden contacted him 
to hang out on Sept. 10, 
2017, around 10:27 p.m. 
Mullen picked up 
Harden as well as De-
onte Hayes, an old 
friend; Hayes’ girl-
friend, Serenity Cross-
field; and Hayes’ and 

Crossfield’s 1-year-old 
child.

The group was par-
tying, smoking mari-
juana, snorting cocaine, 
taking prescription 
drugs and drinking al-
cohol at Mullen and 
Creigh’s residence at 
106 N. California Ave. 
During the course of  
the evening, the conver-
sation turned to “doing 
a lick,” which Mullen 
described as robbing 
someone of  drugs or 
money. Mullen said 
Hayes needed money to 
buy diapers and clothes 
for his child. Mullen 

Defense points to second suspect as lone gunman

Harden Mullen

Mullen faces    
cross-exaMination  
as Harden Murder 

trial continues
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F
or the second 
straight year, the 
first snowfall of  the 
season is arriving 
early in the Hastings 

area — this week causing 
heartburn for farmers still 
standing in the field and 
clouding families’ Halloween 
prospects for Thursday.

The National Weather Ser-
vice in Hastings is calling 
for 1-4 inches of  snow in 
Hastings Tuesday night into 
Wednesday morning, with 
a light having already been 
received. Actual amounts of  
snow projected is likely closer 
1 ½-2 inches in Hastings but 
may swing one way or the 
other, as early weather model 
data continues to disagree 
on actual counts, said Kate 
Shawkey, meteorologist for 
the NWS in Hastings.

“There is still a lot of  uncer-
tainty,” she said. “With the 
upcoming storm, we’re seeing 
1-4 inches in a couple places. 
Uncertainty is the key mes-
sage right now. People should 
be paying attention to news 
updates as we get new data in, 
as amounts given could vary.”

The heaviest snow figures to 
fall to the south, with higher 
winds and increased counts 
expected in north central 
Kansas.

Possible record-breaking 
lows will accompany the local 
snowfall, which is expected to 
cease by Thursday in time for 
hardcore Halloween trick-or-
treaters to take to the streets.

Temperatures will reach 36 
degrees for a high on Thurs-
day but dip into the 20s as the 
evening progresses.

Those who decide to brave 
the weather in favor of  hol-
iday opportunities around 
town best cover up from head 
to toe on what figures to be 
a pretty chilly evening, she 
said.

“Just make sure you take 
appropriate precautions and 
dress appropriately for the 
weather,” she said. Obviously, 
everybody knows their own 
thresholds best. Make sure if  
you are going to be out there 
for a while that you’re cov-
ering exposed areas and are 
prepared for temperatures to 
be dropping.”

Safety tips on braving cold 
weather are available on the 
NWS web site weather.gov/
safety/winter.

The unseasonably cold 
weather could break records 
this week, though as it stands, 

the five-day outlook figures 
to come in a close second in 
terms of  being the coldest on 
record in the city’s 112 years 
of  recorded history.

The current record for the 
coldest last five days of  Oc-
tober average in Hastings is 
28.1 degrees set in 1925. This 
week’s storm figures to ap-
proach that mark but fall just 
short of  it at 28.9 degrees, 
Shawkey said.

The early arrival of  wintry 
conditions marks the second 
straight year the city has ex-
perienced such extremes in 
weather. Last year, the first 
snowstorm of  the season ar-
rived on Oct. 14, dropping 
1.1 inches of  snow. The aver-
age date for the season’s first 
measurable snow — which is 
1/10th of  an inch or more — 
is Nov. 23. The average date 
for receiving at least an inch 
or more of  snow is Nov. 26.

Hastings Mayor Corey 
Stutte said he remembers 
how inclement weather put 
a damper on his own Hallow-
een candy gathering expe-
rience as a youngster in the 
early 1980s. He said that while 
he has no official position on 
whether children should be 
braving the elements under 
such frightful conditions, he 

Early snow arrives 

AMY ROH/Tribune

Semitrailer trucks hauling grain enter the Cooperative Producers Inc., grain facility on Hast-
ings’ east side Monday. Snow and cold weather in the forecast for this week are not wel-
come among farmers hustling to finish their fall harvest.

aMount to be received 
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As the first snow of  

the season fell outside 
the City Building, the 
Hastings City Council 
took action Monday to 
extend the amount of  
time residents have to 
clear their sidewalks of  
the white stuff.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 during their regu-
lar meeting Monday 
to approve Ordinance 
No. 4616, which amends 
the city code section 
pertaining to the time 
allowed for sidewalk 
snow, sleet and ice re-
moval from the cur-
rent duration of  five 
hours to 24 hours af-
ter the storm or snow 
ceases, or in the event 
of  snow emergency 
to 24 hours after the 

snow emergency is can-
celed. Council members 
also unanimously sus-
pended to the require-
ment to read an ordi-
nance three times for 
passage.

The ordinance takes 
effect 15 days after pas-
sage.

This was something 
the council discussed 
in the spring following 
storms last winter.

“We reviewed it as 
a staff and thought 
‘Maybe we ought to get 
this passed before it 
snows this year,’ ” City 
Administrator Dave 
Ptak said. “If  you be-
lieve in Murphy’s Law, 
I think Murphy’s Law is 
in effect today because 
all we had to do is put it 
on the agenda and look 
what we have outside 
tonight. Hopefully it 
won’t amount to much 
and we won’t have to 
use this ordinance.”

Hastings residents       
getting more time       
to clear sidewalks

council to allow 
24 Hours after 
snowfall ends

AMY ROH/Tribune

Daniel C. Alcaraz clears snow from his driveway 
Jan. 22, 2018. The Hastings City Council has de-
cided to give residents more time to clear their 
sidewalks following snow events in the future.
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