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A 
ring of  familiari-
ty missing for 40 
years was reunited 
with its owner Fri-
day in Hastings.

The silver specialty band— a 
Class of  1979 class ring from 
Adams Central High School 
— was returned to its owner, 
Kerry (Foelgner) Jones of  
Greeley, Colorado, in an emo-
tional reunion at the home of  
Laura Jackson just hours be-
fore Jones joined former class-
mates for the Class of  1979 40-
year reunion.

Jones remembers remov-
ing the ring — along with the 
sweetheart ring given to her 
by her then-boyfriend — and 
placing it atop the bathroom 
counter to wash her hands 
during a football game her se-
nior year at Adams Central.

“I walked out the door and 
maybe 10 minutes later turned 
around looking for them and 
they were gone,” she said. “I 
was devastated. I had never 
owned jewelry before and ab-
solutely adored my rings.

“I just thought some girl 
picked them up and I’d never 
see them again. I cried and 
mourned for a long time. I’ve 
always told my kids, ‘Don’t 

ever take your rings off when 
you’re washing your hands.’ 
And I never did again.”

News that her ring had been 
found was delivered by for-
mer classmate and close high 
school friend Robin (Ely) Schil-
ling. It was Schilling’s mother, 
Willa Rundle, who first 
learned of  its discovery while 
listening to a party line radio 
broadcast earlier this month.

“What got my attention was 
that it was in the class with 
my daughter,” Rundle said of  
the ring. “I knew they were 
having their 40th reunion, so I 
got hold of  the lady who called 
about finding the ring (Jack-
son) and started the conversa-
tion with her to see if  we could 
figure out who it was.”

Jackson shared what clues 
the ring contained to help 
identify its owner, including 
the initials K.F., Patriot and 
megaphone symbols. From 
those details, Schilling was 
able to ascertain the ring be-
longed to her longtime friend, 
a former cheerleader.

“We (she and Rundle) had to 
talk about three times before 
we got the initials straight,” 
Schilling said. “At first we 
thought it was F.K., and there 
was no one in the class with 
those initials. When she fi-
nally said K.F. I didn’t even 
have to look for my list of  
classmates.

“Kerry and I had been tight 
since fourth grade, so I shot 

her an email asking, ‘Are you 
missing your class ring?’ and 
she got very excited.”

Schilling connected Jones 
with the party line website, 
where she obtained contact in-
formation for Jackson and ar-
ranged to meet with her when 
she came to town for the class 
reunion. The reunification was 
one neither is likely to forget.

“I don’t even know why it 
was in my jewelry box,” Jack-
son said. “My daughter was 
visiting and we were look-
ing in my jewelry box for my 
‘mother’s ring’ — which I 
found — and when I found it 
(the class ring) I said, ‘I’m go-
ing to find out who owns this 
ring.’ “

Jackson believes it is possi-
ble she and her late husband, 
Jack, may have purchased 
the ring at an auction among 
other pieces of  jewelry. An-
other possible explanation 
is that Jack, who worked as 
a janitor at Adams Central 
during the time the ring went 
missing, found it and brought 
it home, where it somehow 
ended up in his wife’s jewelry 
box.

Whatever the case, Jackson 
said she is glad to see it re-
turned to its rightful owner 
after all these years.

“I don’t know how it got 
there or how long I had it, but 
when I found out it was an 
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Protest season for 
property valuations 
in Adams County has 
come and gone and 
while the 
number of  
protests 
filed was 
higher 
than nor-
mal, more 
property 
owners 
withdrew 
their protests than 
is typically seen af-
ter meeting with the 
county assessor.

A valuation protest 
can be filed throughout 
June, whether or not 

the property’s valuation 
changed.

There were 272 val-
uation protests filed 
with the Adams County 
Clerk’s Office this year. 
Comparatively, there 
were 212 filed in 2018, 
254 in 2017, 145 in 2016 
and 283 in 2015.

“We’re right on track 
for what we typically 
see in a year,” County 
Assessor Jackie Russell 
said.

Some Adams County 
property owners expe-
rienced sticker shock 
when they received their 
2019 valuations in late 
May. Many land values 
saw large increases.
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Above: Adams Central alum Kerry (Foelgner) Jones of Greeley, Colo., thanks Laura Jack-
son of Hastings after Jackson returned Jones’ long-lost class ring just hours before her 
40th class reunion. 

Assessor’s office 
answers questions 
about valuations
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A 22-year-old Hastings 
man accused of  murder 
may be providing an al-
ibi during his trial later 
this year.

Defense 
attorneys 
for Daniel 
B. Harden 
filed a no-
tice of  
intent to 
offer alibi 
evidence 
on Wednesday, and that 
notice was discussed 
Friday during a pre-
trial hearing in Kearney 
County District Court.

Although Harden’s 
charges are based in Ad-
ams County, Friday’s 
hearing was held in Min-
den for the convenience 
of  the judge, who had 
other cases in Kearney 
County.

Harden, who faces 
charges of  first-degree 
murder and use of  a 
firearm to commit a fel-
ony, is accused of  trying 
to rob 19-year-old Jose 
“Joey” Hansen and kill-
ing him in the process in 
2017.

In the notice, defense 
attorneys intend to prove 
Harden was not pres-
ent with Hansen at the 
time of  his death. At that 
time, the defense claims 
Harden was at a house 

where he resided, based 
on interviews with wit-
nesses, including Errich 
Holston, Dustie Mar-
tin, Michael Martin and 
Laikyn Willison.

A number of  other pre-
trial motions were dis-
cussed at Friday’s hear-
ing, including a motion 
to limit certain evidence 
at trial.

In a motion in limine 
filed Jan. 30, the de-
fense asked to not allow 
hearsay evidence from 
Katherine Creigh and 
Serenity Crossfield, who 
reportedly overheard 
discussions about the 
shooting, arguing that 
hearsay evidence isn’t 
allowed and neither indi-
vidual was present at the 
time Hansen was shot.

Investigators believe 
Crossfield overheard 
conversations about 
Hansen’s murder, first 
at Creigh’s residence 
about 3 a.m. on Sept. 
11, 2017, and then hours 
later during discussions 
in Creigh’s vehicle while 
driving from Hastings to 
Lincoln.

The defense also asked 
to prevent information 
about any polygraph ex-
amination or Harden’s 
invocation of  his rights 
from being introduced to 
a jury. 
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The energy of  grand-
children and wisdom of  
grandparents came to-
gether for for an outdoor 
educational summer 
camp this week.

“It’s a heartwarming 
camp,” said Michael 
Jank of  Lincoln.

Michael went with 
his wife, Jill, and their 
grandson, Zade Habash, 
5, to Prairie Loft on Fri-
day for the grandparents 
camp, a joint summer 
program between Prai-
rie Loft and the Hastings 

Museum.
Grandparents brought 

their grandchildren to 
the two-day program. 
On Thursday, they spent 
time at the Hastings Mu-
seum and on Friday they 
walked around Prairie 
Loft. The camp sets itself  
apart from other sum-
mer programs in that 
kids usually do not get to 
spend time with family 
while during a program.

“We had a kid say ‘you 
are coming with me? 
You’re not just dropping 
me of ?’ “ said Maria Ka-
van, lead educator at 

Prairie Loft.
On Thursday, the 

groups focused their at-
tention on the sky with 
a visit to the planetar-
ium and looking at star 
charts. They also read a 
book about corn, show-
ing how tall it could get.

On Friday, they focused 
on the earth, learning 
about gardening and 
birds. The group walked 
through Prairie Loft’s 
seed corn plot, letting 
kids experience the tall 
stalks.

The camp was focused 
on teaching kids about 

parts of  the natural 
world, but the grandpar-
ents also jumped person-
alizing a few of  the les-
sons.

“Does popcorn come 
from corn grandma?” 
Quinn Robinson asked as 
they walked through the 
corn field.

“Yes it does,” Shannon 
Graham, Quinn’s grand-
mother, said.

There was still some-
thing for everyone to 
learn. In the corn field, 
Amy Sandeen, execu-
tive director of  Prairie 

Murder suspect 
indicates an alibi

Prairie Loft, museum partner for grandparents camp 
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Amy Sandeen, Prairie Loft executive director, 
talks about birds Friday during grandparents 
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