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Tigers, Patriots ready for crosstown showdown. - B1

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

weather
42
27

TODAY Mostly sunny. Northwest 
wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 5-15 mph, with 20 mph gusts.
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Adams Central Ju-

nior-Senior High School 
will introduce a new 
principal to its halls for 
the 2020-21 academic 
year.

Scott Harrington was 
approved as the new 
principal by the Adams 
Central Board of  Ed-
ucation Monday night 
during the board’s 
monthly meeting.

All board members 
except Greg Mucklow 
were present.

Harrington currently 
serves as the K-12 prin-

cipal at Sterling Public 
Schools in Sterling, a 
small town northeast 
of  Beatrice. He has held 
that position for four 
years. Before that, Har-
rington was a teacher 
in the Norris Public 
Schools near Firth for 
11 years.

“I think Mr. Har-
rington will be a great 
addition to our staff 
down the road. We’re 
looking forward to get-
ting him here and get-
ting him started,” Su-
perintendent Shawn 
Scott said.

Sterling Public 
Schools has had recent 
challenges with super-
intendents, with mul-
tiple people serving 
in that role in the last 

four years. Harrington 
reportedly has been 
a source of  stability 
through those transi-
tions.

“He brought a lot to 
Sterling,” Scott said of  
Harrington. “Every-
body I talk to said he 
has been holding the 
school together.”

The AC district re-
ceived 17 applications 
and conducted three in-
terviews.

The current principal 
is Dave Barrett, who is 
retiring after 40 years in 
education.

The board also ap-
proved the bid for a new 
parking lot. The district 
received four bids and 
chose Heartland Con-
crete and Construction.

Scott said the bid came 
in at around $1.9 mil-
lion. The board also 
approved to option the 
teacher parking lot on 
the east side of  the high 
school.

The district initially 
planned to choose a 
contractor after bid-
ding for the round-
about construction 
at U.S. Highway 6/34 
and Adams Central 
Avenue was complete. 
Scott said he hoped 
waiting would produce 
a more competitive 
bid, since construction 
crews already would 
be on site. But, he said, 
the $1.9 million bid al-
ready was lower than 
expected.

The U.S. 6/34 round-

about project bidding is 
expected to end later in 
February.

The board also ad-
opted its capacity reso-
lution, setting the limit 
for enrollment.

The elementary stu-
dent population is 
slightly down from 
previous years, along 
with the high school. 
The special education 
student population is 
slightly up.

Scott emphasized 
that option enroll-
ments still are avail-
able and the district 
can take in 95 poten-
tial students for high 
school and 13 students 
for elementary school. 
Second grade through 
fourth grade cannot 

accept any more op-
tion students.

In other business, the 
school board:

 � Accepted the resig-
nation of four teachers, 
including Linda Johnson, 
who served for 22 years.

 � Approved the payment 
of $1,084,916.79 from the 
General Fund budget.

 � Renewed contracts 
with district principals and 
directors.

 � Donated $500 to each 
student for the Close-Up 
trip to Washington, D.C. 

 � Adopted the school 
calendar for the 2020-21 
school year. The calendar 
is consistent from last year 
except for a no-school day 
during the state softball 
tournament.

 � Heard a report on the 
after-school program with 
the Hastings Family YMCA.

AC board hires new high school principal
Winning parking lot 
project bid comes in 

at $1.9 million
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Members of  the 

Hastings City Coun-
cil approved contracts 
during their meeting 
Monday for a pair of  
33,000-pound gross vehi-
cle weight trucks.

Council members 
voted 8-0 to approve 
the $243,207.96 bid from 
Bergkamp Inc. of  Sa-
lina, Kansas, for a 2021 
Freightliner, M2 106 Cab 
and Chassis Asphalt 
Pothole Patcher Body.

Financing for the 
truck includes a 
$100,000 down payment 
and $143,207.96 at an in-
terest rate of  3.93% for 
two years — $75,852.38 
each year.

The bid from Berg-
kamp was not the low-
est among the three 

received bids for that 
truck.

However, it was rec-
ommended by street de-
partment staff because 
the low bid, $209,972 
from Nebraska Truck 
Center of  Grand Island, 
didn’t include certain 
safety features.

Councilman Chuck 
Rosenberg said he dis-
cussed the bids with 
Street Superintendent 
Steve Kostner and felt 
confident approving the 
Bergkamp bid.

“I think we’re mak-
ing the right move by 
accepting this bid,” he 
said.

Council members also 
unanimously approved 
a $124,015 bid from Ne-
braska Truck Center for 
a 2021 Freightliner 108 
SD-Klute Dump Body 
and Snow Plow.

The city had planned 
to pay $70,000 upon 

Council awards bids
for pair of street 
department trucks
one vehicle Will be 
financed, the other 
paid upon delivery

JOE MCDONALD
The Associated Press

BEIJING — China’s daily 
death toll from a new virus 
topped 100 for the first time 
and pushed the total past 1,000 
dead, authorities said Tuesday 
after leader Xi Jinping visited a 
health center to rally public mo-
rale amid little sign the conta-
gion is abating.

Though more offices and 
stores in China were reopening 
after the extended Lunar New 
Year break, many people ap-
pear to be staying home. Public 
health authorities are closely 
monitoring whether workers’ 
returning to cities and busi-
nesses resuming worsens the 
spread of  the virus.

In a bid to boost morale, Xi was 
featured on state broadcaster 
CCTV’s main news report Tues-
day night visiting a community 
health center in Beijing and ex-
pressing confidence in the “war 
against the disease.”

The country’s president and 
leader of  the ruling Communist 
Party was shown wearing a sur-
gical mask and having his tem-

perature taken before express-
ing his thanks to health workers 
on behalf  of  the party and gov-
ernment. “We will most defi-
nitely win this people’s war,” Xi 
said.

Xi’s appearance comes amid 
questioning of  the govern-
ment’s handling of  the crisis, 
particularly the failure of  lo-
cal officials in the worst-hit city 
of  Wuhan to clarify the extent 
of  the crisis. Public anger has 
been inflamed over the death of  

a young doctor from the virus 
who had earlier been threat-
ened along with seven others by 
police for warning online of  the 
potential for a major outbreak 
as early as December.

Xi paid his respects to health 
workers, but much of  his mes-
sage was focused on calling for 
citizens to follow the party’s 
dictates and aimed at mini-
mizing the potentially massive 

Daily death toll tops 100
china struggling to get 

back on its feet as 
coronavirus continues       

to sicken and kill

PANG XINGLEI/Xinhua News Agency via AP

Chinese President Xi Jinping (left), wearing a protective face 
mask, receives a temperature check as he visits a community 
health center in Beijing Monday.

CHINATOPIX VIA AP

A man wearing a protective face mask covers himself with plastic before entering a supermarket 
Monday in Wuhan in central China’s Hubei province.

.

ADRIAN SAINZ
The Associated Press

FORREST CITY, 
Ark. — Two police offi-
cers were wounded and 
a gunman was killed 
Monday morning in an 
exchange of  gunfire at 
a Walmart store in east-
ern Arkansas, authori-
ties said.

Forrest City Police 
Chief  Deon Lee said one 
of  the officers was taken 
to a hospital about 45 
miles to the east in 
Memphis where he was 
in surgery, and the ini-
tial prognosis is “he’s 
going to be OK.”

The officers responded 
to the Forrest City 
Walmart after someone 
called police to report 
a man who was mak-
ing threats and was 

“kind of  talking out 
of  his head,” Lee said 
at a news conference 
Monday afternoon. 
Arkansas State Police 
Spokesman Bill Sadler 
said local authorities 
have identified the 
suspect as Bobby Joe 
Gibbs, 40, of  Forrest 
City, though the state 
crime lab has yet not 
confirmed his identity.

Lee identified the in-
jured officers as Lt. 
Eric Varner and Detec-
tive Eugene Watling-
ton. Both are assigned 
to the criminal investi-
gation department and 
neither was wearing a 
bullet-resistant vest, 
Lee said.

The mayor heaped 

Gunman dead,
 two officers hurt
in Walmart shooting
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