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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-10 mph.

$1.75 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South-
west wind around 10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Amielia Gomez
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The Smith Softball 

Complex will be home 
to the Nebraska state 
high school softball 
tournament for another 
five years.

The Nebraska School 
Activities Association 
voted on the matter 
during its November 
board of  directors meet-
ing Thursday in Lincoln 
after hearing from rep-
resentatives from Hast-
ings, York, Grand Island 
and North Platte.

“We turned out vic-
torious. So, for us, we 
are excited. It’s a com-
munity win,” said Jeff 
Hassenstab, the city of  
Hastings’ director of  
parks and recreation.

Hastings has been the 
site of  the tournament 
since 2008.

“The community has 
embraced the tourna-
ment, and I think the 
NSAA has seen how 
well we’ve done hosting 
the tournament the last 
12 years,” Hassenstab 
said.

The terms have re-
mained the same as 
they were for the last 
agreement period, with 
a 90/10 revenue split 
between the NSAA 
and Hastings Public 
Schools. There is also a 
guaranteed no-loss for 
the NSAA in the event 
that expenses exceed in-
come from ticket sales. 
NSAA staff also get four 
complimentary hotel 
rooms, and there is free 
parking.

TONY HERRMAN
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W
hen Drew Har-
ris describes 
his job as 
administrator 
of  Educational 

Service Unit No. 9 in Hast-
ings, he likens it to drinking 
from a fire hose.

“You go in for a little drink, 
and there’s so much informa-
tion flowing out at you,” he 
said.

Harris, 56, started at ESU 
9 on July 1 after spending 13 
years as superintendent of  
Thayer County Community 
Schools based in Hebron. He 
succeeds Kraig Lofquist, who 
resigned to become executive 
director of  the state Educa-
tional Service Unit Coordi-
nating Council.

“We were at Thayer Cen-

tral for 13 years and loved it 
there,” Harris said. “It was a 
great place to raise our fam-
ily. It seemed like a good time 
to try something a little dif-
ferent.”

He and his wife, Amy, 
moved to a small acreage 
northeast of  Juniata.

“We’ve always been in the 
country,” he said. “We had to 
get back to the country.”

Their three children are all 
in college. Maggie is a fresh-
man at Nebraska Wesleyan; 
Hank is a junior at the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska-Lincoln; 
and their oldest son, Cole, is a 
senior at Fort Hays State Uni-
versity in Hays, Kansas, af-
ter serving in the Kansas Air 
Guard.

Harris is from McPherson, 
Kansas, and worked in edu-
cation in Kansas for 19 years 
before going to Thayer Cen-
tral.

In going from Thayer Cen-

tral to ESU 9, Harris went 
from school district with 
an enrollment of  450 to 500 
students to an educational 
service unit with 14 school 
districts, 800 teachers and 
nearly 10,000 students.

“It seemed like a neat op-
portunity to try to impact 
learning for more kids,” he 
said.

After he took the ESU 9 job, 
Harris found himself  ex-
plaining the role of  an educa-
tional service unit.

“I think a lot of  people don’t 
understand what our role 
is, and I think probably the 
best analogy I’ve ever heard 
is that it’s like a farmers’ 
cooperative for school dis-
tricts,” he said. “We try to 
provide services that districts 
couldn’t afford to do them-
selves or can find discount in 
volume offerings.”
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The Nebraska Depart-

ment of  Health and Hu-
man Services is offering a 
more complicated rollout 
and delayed expansion of  
Medicaid and, as a result, 
is facing a lawsuit.

That is how Rev. Jes-
sica Palys, pastor at 
First Congregational 
United Church of  
Christ and a former 
community organizer 
working in the fields of  
health care and health 
care reform in Chicago, 
described the situation 
Friday while providing 

an update on Medicaid 
expansion in Nebraska, 
during a meeting of  
the Hastings League of  
Women Voters.

Nebraska voters 
passed a Medicaid ex-
pansion ballot initiative 
in November 2018.

In order to implement 
this adult expansion 
program, Nebraska 
Medicaid is seeking 
approval to modify its 
current managed care 
program by creating the 
Heritage Health Adult 
Program.

Benefits will be avail-
able if  qualifying in-
dividuals complete 
certain “wellness and 
personal responsibil-
ity requirements.” 

DIANNE GIRMUS
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GENEVA — Represen-

tatives of  the History 
Nebraska State Historic 
Preservation Office are 
out and about, visiting 
Nebraska counties this 
month, promoting his-
toric awareness and 
preservation. 

This year they are vis-
iting Fillmore, Furnas, 
Howard and Garfield 
counties.

A group from that of-
fice traveled to the Ge-
neva Public Library this 
week for a meeting to 

raise awareness about 
historic preservation 
programs and to assist 
interested communities 
in implementing a his-
toric preservation plan 
for any or all towns in 
Fillmore County.

History Nebraska was 
known previously as 
the Nebraska State His-
torical Society.

Kate Hewlings, survey 
coordinator for History 
Nebraska, gave a pre-
sentation on the differ-
ent programs affiliated 
with historic preserva-
tion. 

The programs include 
the National Register of  
Historic Places, Certi-
fied Local Government 
Program, Nebraska 
Historic Tax Credits, 
Valuation Incentive 
Program, Nebraska 

Historic Resources Sur-
vey, and Inventory and 
Federal Historic Tax 
Credit. 

These programs are 
available to communi-
ties to preserve their 
historic properties.

After each initial 
county presentation, 
a historic survey of  
all the communities 
will be made by “walk-
throughs” of  the SHPO 
staff to determine build-
ings and other struc-
tures of  historic signif-
icance.

“You have to know 
what’s out there first, so 
you can create a plan,” 
Hewlings said.

The survey work will 
focus in towns and pop-
ulated areas of  each 
county, but rural loca-
tions will be considered 

if  historically signifi-
cant.

“If  you see people 
walking your streets, 
looking at everything 
and taking photos, 
that’s us,” Hewlings 
said. “We help commu-
nities realize what they 
have.”

Buildings and struc-
tures need to be more 
than 50 years old and 
must still retain their 
historic character. The 
surveyors get their 
“clues” from building 
materials, rooflines, 
doors, windows, chim-
neys and other deco-
rative details to tell a 
building’s age.

Historical research 
also is conducted. This 
includes checking his-
toric maps and written 
histories. The research 

helps surveyors by giv-
ing additional clues 
on how and where to 
look for historic prop-
erties within a county 
and where old, historic 
buildings may still ex-
ist.

In the end, all the find-
ings are put together

Kelli Bacon, Certi-
fied Local Government 
(CLG) coordinator, said 
the goal of  the program 
is to increase local pres-
ervation activities and 
link local governments 
with a national net-
work.

CLGs are cities or 
counties that meet cer-
tain federal and state 
standards and with that 
status are entitled to 
apply for yearly grants 
from the Nebraska 
State Historic Preserva-

tion Office, a division of  
History Nebraska.

“At the present time, 
Nebraska only has eight 
CLGs, and I’m trying to 
get more,” Bacon said. 
“After the surveys are 
done, I work with them 
to help them reach their 
historic preservation 
goals.”

When all research is 
completed, a conclu-
sion meeting will be 
conducted to help com-
munities evaluate and 
plan.

Hewlings asked, “Why 
save old places?”

And then she re-
plied, “To remember 
them, tell who we are. 
They provide teaching 
about the place, and we 
should save them to re-
member their beauty.”
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Drew Harris took over as ESU 9 administrator July 1, 2019.
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