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All-star break timely for Sodbusters. - B1

JOHN HUTHMACHER

johnh@hastingstribune.com

An inmate who left 
the minimum-security 
Community Corrections 
Center in Lincoln two 
weeks ago was arrested 
early Monday morning 
by Hastings police while 
he was loading grocer-
ies into his van.

Anthony Mattison, 30, 
was reported missing 
after leaving the correc-
tions center on June 29. 
According to a news re-
lease from the Nebraska 
Department of  Correc-
tional Services, he is 
serving a six- to 11-year 
sentence for theft by re-
ceiving stolen property 
out of  Platte County. His 
tentative release date 
was February 2025. A 
parole hearing had been 
set for March 2020.

Mattison was arrested 
without incident at 

4 a.m. Monday in the 
Walmart Supercenter 
parking lot, 3803 Os-
borne Drive West, and 
is being held in the Lan-
caster County Jail in 
Lincoln. His case will be 
referred to the county 
attorney’s office for the 
determination of  any 
additional charges.

He initially attempted 
to make contact with 
his parents at their 
home in Hastings, but 
his mother, fearing for 
her safety, would not 
answer the door, said 

Hastings Police Sgt. 
Mark Hinrichs.

“We got a call from his 
mother, so we knew he 
was in the area,” Hin-
richs said.

Mattison’s van later 
was spotted in the 
Walmart parking lot, 
where Hastings Police 
Sgt. Kyle Williamson 
and Officer Edgar San-
doval waited for him to 
return to the vehicle.

“Officers set up away 
from the the van wait-
ing for him to return,” 
Hinrichs said. “He 

was unloading his gro-
ceries into the van 
with Officer Sandoval 
standing there watch-
ing him. When he fin-
ished, Officer Sandoval 
pushed the door shut, 
and it startled him. He 
didn’t realize the offi-
cer was watching him 
and gave up.”

Following his arrest, 
Mattison was placed in 
the custody of  the Ad-
ams County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and later was picked 
up by Lancaster County 
deputies, Hinrichs said.

CCC-L is one of  two 

community custody fa-

cilities operated by the 

Nebraska Department 

of  Correctional Ser-

vices. Community cus-

tody is the lowest cus-

tody level and the least 

restrictive facility.
Inmates are allowed 

to participate in work 

opportunities and to 

attend school and re-

ligious services with 

prior approval and 

without direct super-

vision.
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The Hastings Pub-
lic Schools Board of  
Education approved 
multiple policy second 
readings, approved a 
district administrator 
as board secretary and 
reaffirmed its parental 
involvement policy af-
ter the annual public 
hearing during its July 
board meeting.

All members of  the 
board were present for 
Monday’s meeting at 
the City Building.

The board approved 
the second reading of  
nine policies. All poli-
cies were adjusted fol-
lowing recent legisla-
tion.

Three policies per-
tained to previous to-
bacco, drug, and stu-
dent discipline policies. 
The policies now con-
tain language similar to 
legislation when refer-
ring to electronic nico-
tine devices.

Jeff Schneider, HPS 
superintendent, said the 
school is introducing 
curriculum to students, 
as well as to staff and 
parents.

“Its going to be a com-
munity effort,” Schnei-

der said.
Two policies pertained 

to standing committees. 
The first policy renames 
the standing commit-
tee on American Civics, 
and the second policy 
sets guidelines for the 
standing committee’s 
operation.

Two policies pertain to 
military families and re-
cruiters. The first policy 
allows extra ability for 
families moving due to 
military motivations to 
be admitted at HPS. The 
second policy requires 
parents to opt out of  the 
school’s providing con-
tact information for mil-
itary recruiters.

“If  somebody does not 
want their child’s infor-
mation released, they 
would need to give us 
something in writing 
stating that,” Schnei-
der said. “Between 
Dr. (Thomas) Szlanda 
(Hastings High School 
principal) and I, we can-
not recall one request.”

Another updated pol-
icy affirms Nebraska 
legislation protecting 
HPS employees’ ability 
to share wage informa-
tion.

Tuesday, July 16, 2019

weather
92

72

TODAY Mostly sunny. Heat index 
as high as 101. South wind 5-10.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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Getting creative

HPS board continues
annual policy review

OPEN CLASS EXHIBITORS 

DELIVER THE GOODS                    

TO FAIRGROUNDS

AMY ROH/Tribune

Donna Gartner helps Loren Bolte, 11, check in a rocket he constructed out of Legos for the 
Adams County Fair Open Class judging Monday. The Open Class entries will be judged 
Tuesday, and the fair opens on Wednesday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Jim Karloff brings in an antique table and rocking chair 
he restored during Open Class Entry Day for the Adams 
County Fair Monday.

TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Like many Adams County 
residents, Christine Cook 
took time Monday to bring 
to the Adams County Fair-
grounds projects she com-
pleted recently.

The rural Hastings woman 
brought in flowers, succu-
lents and cacti as well as 
a refinished chair as her 
Open Class entries at Adams 
County Fairfest.

“I’m retired, so for me it’s 
fun,” said the former social 
worker for Catholic Social 
Services. “It’s just fun to 
bring stuff in and show it off.”

She’s brought in Open Class 
entries off and on for years.

“Even our kids, when they 
were in 4-H I brought stuff for 
Open Class,” she said.

Her multi-colored wooden 
chair is an accent piece for 
her deck, which matches the 
teal cushions she has for fur-
niture there.

“I thought it was just such 
an interesting chair because 
of  the way it’s made,” she 
said. “It was the only one at 
the thrift store, so I thought it 
needed saved.”

The chair is on display at 

the fairgrounds’ activities 
building with a “before” 
photo.

“That’s what it started out 
as, pretty ugly,” Cook said.

The Monday following the 
Fairfest parade is known 
as Open Class Entry Day — 
when from noon to 8 p.m., 
residents in Adams County 
at least 5 years old bring in 
entries to participate within 
the hundreds of  specified cat-
egories.

The exhibits will be judged 
Tuesday and released July 22. 
The fair begins Wednesday 

and continues through Sun-
day.

“I am never disappointed,” 
Open Class Superintendent 
Robin Stroot said. “I am al-
ways surprised at the cre-
ativity, just the ideas, and I 
get ideas and I look at it and 
think ‘Wow, how did they do 
that?’ ”

With no preregistration, the 
area superintendents have 
no idea what to expect when 
they show up to entry day.

“For us it’s like a treasure 

Missing state inmate arrested in Hastings
POLICE NAB FUGITIVE 

OUTSIDE STORE WITH 

NEWLY BOUGHT 

GROCERIES IN TOW
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The Hastings Planning 
Commission took action 
Monday to clarify the 
penalties for violations 
of  conditions incorpo-
rated into a conditional 
use permit.

Commissioners voted 
9-0 during their meeting 
Monday to recommend 
approval of  proposed 
Ordinance No. 4598, 
which would amend 
city code to clarify pen-
alties for violations of  
conditions. Commis-
sioner Gavin Raitt was 
absent, but alternate 
Willis Hunt was pres-
ent.

Development Services 
Director Don Threewitt 
said the code amend-
ment comes from simi-
lar language in the city 
code in Norfolk. Hast-

ings City Administra-
tor Dave Ptak and City 
Attorney Clint Schukei 
both spent time in Nor-
folk as city attorney.

“It’s clean, it’s clear, 
and makes the penalties 
as clear as you can get,” 
Threewitt said.

The amendment spe-
cifically clarifies that 
violation of  permit con-
ditions is a violation of  
the zoning ordinance 
and would be subject 
to Hastings city code, 
which reads: “Any per-
son who shall violate, 
neglect or refuse to 
comply or who resists 
or opposes the enforce-
ment of, any of  the 
provisions of  this code 
shall be deemed guilty 
of  a misdemeanor, and 
on conviction thereof, 

City planners address 
penalties for violating 
conditions of permits
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