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Patriots, Whippets begin state tournament journeys. - B1
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 35 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.
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The University of  
Florida’s board of  trust-
ees voted unanimously 
Tuesday to name U.S. 
Sen. Ben Sasse as the 
flagship school’s 13th 
president after weeks of  
growing criticism over 
his views on LGBTQ 
issues and a national 
search conducted 
largely in secret.

Sasse, a Nebraska Re-
publican whose name 
emerged in early Octo-
ber as the sole finalist 
for the job, became the 
subject of  protests and 
calls for action.

The trustees’ vote fol-
lowed an impassioned 
opening statement by 
Sasse, who emphasized 
the university’s role in 
preparing students for 
a work world altered by 
“scary disruption” but 
one that presented “mag-
nificent opportunity” for 
the university. Students 
graduating in May, he 
said, will change jobs or 
industries at least three 
times over the next de-
cade, and the university 
needs to be better pre-
pared to retrain people 
as they “boomerang 
back through our insti-
tution.”

Before that, Sasse 
faced 40 minutes of  
scathing public com-
ment, with 10 speakers 
voicing their concerns 
over political influence 
on the university, the 
senator’s track record 
on LGBTQ issues and 
the lack of  public in-
volvement in the pres-
idential search. Some 
pleaded for the board to 
reconsider.

“Normal universities 
don’t do this,” said Bryn 
Taylor, a UF doctoral 
student. “Once again 
political meddling has 
made UF the laughing 
stock of  the academic 

community.”
Tara Ezzell, a gradu-

ate of  UF’s College of  
Medicine and a Gaines-
ville doctor, voiced 
her excitement for 
the choice, saying she 
had read Sasse’s book, 
“Them: Why We Hate 
Each Other — and How 
to Heal.” She said the 
senator offered a chance 
to “launch UF to even 
greater heights.”

Trustees Chair Mori 
Hosseini said the board 
was tasked with finding 
“a once-in-a-generation 
leader.”

Sasse chosen as University of Florida president in unanimous vote
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Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., listens during a con-
firmation hearing for Supreme Court nominee 
Ketanji Brown Jackson before the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on 
March 23.
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Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Commissioners ap-
proved allocating $1.5 
million in American 
Rescue Plan Act funds 
for county road proj-
ects, but some board 
members expressed a 
desire for more discus-
sion about the fund allo-
cation process.

Board members voted 
7-0 at their regular 
meeting Tuesday to al-
locate the funds to be 
used primarily on a 
bridge project on Ad-
ams Central Avenue 
1.5 miles north of  Ne-
braska Highway 74.

Adams County re-
ceived $6,091,895 in 
ARPA funding. Those 
funds have to be allo-
cated by December 2024 
and spent by December 
2026.

County officials have 
been talking for sev-
eral months about us-
ing ARPA funds for the 
Adams Central Avenue 
bridge project, or for 
repairs on 82nd Street, 
which feeds Coopera-
tive Producers Inc.’s 
Hayland elevator near 
Prosser.

Zoning Administra-
tor Judy Mignery, who 
also serves on the ARPA 
committee, said the fo-
cus should be the bridge 
on Adams Central Road.

“That needs to be 
done,” she said. “That 
has to be done. Let’s 
fix the broken stuff we 
have with this ARPA 
money and not create 
some new stuff.”

The bridge project has 
been estimated to cost a 

little more than $1 mil-
lion. The Adams County 
Roads Department has 
allotted $200,000 in buy-
out funds from the state 
of  Nebraska for the 
project.

“I don’t think there’s 
any question at all that 
the Adams Central 
bridge has to be done, 
without question,” 
Board Chairman Lee 
Hogan said. “That’s 
one of  the largest travel 
roads.”

Funds remaining from 
the $1.5 million after the 
bridge project could be 
used toward costs as-
sociated with the 82nd 
Street project — cur-
rently estimated by the 
county’s engineering 
consultant to be around 
$2 million.

CPI has pledged 
$600,000 toward the 82nd 
Street project.

Commissioner Joe Pat-
terson said he wanted 
a comprehensive work 
session on both road 
work and ARPA com-
mittee recommenda-
tions.

“I don’t feel like I’m 
up to speed on how the 
ARPA committee got to 
where they’re at,” he 
said. “I hate to vote on 
something I’m uncom-
fortable voting on and 
feel like I don’t have 
enough information.”

Hogan agreed.
“I’ve asked more than 

once how much money 
has been voted on by 
this board to go ahead 
and distribute,” he said. 
“To this day, I have not 
gotten an answer.”

In fact, board mem-
bers unanimously voted 
to postpone until a 
date to be determined 
to take action on other 
ARPA-funded projects 

County board puts 
$1.5 million in ARPA 
funds toward roads
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W
ith several 
friends who 
had fun expe-
riences with 
touring group 

bicycles in other cities, Dusty 
and Tess Perry were inspired 
to bring the business model 
to Hastings.

Joyride Pedal Co. was the 
2022 Big Idea Hastings win-
ner Tuesday at The Lark.

“We thought, ‘Why do you 
have to go somewhere else 
when you can do it right 

here?’ ” Tess said.
The couple got the idea for 

a touring group bicycle busi-
ness before the pandemic be-
gan, but the thought of  start-
ing a business rekindled in 
April.

Joyride Pedal Co. was one 

Biking business
GROUP BICYCLE TOURS WIN 

BIG IDEA HASTINGS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Grand prize winners Tess and Dusty Perry hold their Big Idea Hastings check Tuesday at 
The Lark. Joyride Pedal Company would bring group bike tours to Hastings.
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