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Organizers of  an ini-

tiative petition drive 
seeking a 35% rebate for 
property taxes paid have 
set up a place in Hast-
ings for people to sign.

The TRUE (Tax Relief  
Unites Everyone) Ne-
braskans petition drive 
will have a room at 
Hastings Rentals, 237 N. 
Burlington Ave., as or-
ganizers work to gather 
more than 120,000 signa-
tures of  registered vot-
ers in Nebraska by July 
2 to put the proposal 
on the November bal-
lot. The group’s initia-
tive proposes giving all 

property owners a state 
income tax credit equal 
to 35% of  their annual 
property tax bill.

Four Nebraska sen-
ators — Tom Brewer, 
Steve Erdman, Steve 
Halloran and Dave Mur-
man — visited the office 
space Friday to kick off 
the local signing drive.

Halloran thanked Steve 
and Carol Craig for pro-

viding a room to be used 
as a venue for signature 
collection. He said it 
provides a place for peo-
ple interested in sign-
ing the petition to visit. 
Volunteers are slated to 
be available from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Monday 
through Thursday and 
1-5 p.m. on Friday.

Erdman said the pe-
tition would force the 

Legislature to deal with 
high property and in-
come taxes in the state.

“We are of  the opinion 
that the Legislature will 
do nothing meaningful 
for property tax relief,” 
he said.

Erdman said citizens 
have been asking for 
property tax relief  for 
years and the petition is 
a way for voters to force 
the issue.

“The petition is forc-
ing the conversation,” 
he said. “If  the petition 
goes away, so does the 
urgency.”

If  the ballot initiative 
passed, it would remove 
around $1.4 billion from 

the state budget, based 
on 2018 property taxes.

Ed Truemper, field 
director of  TRUE Ne-
braskans, said Adams 
County residents paid 
about $59 million in 
property taxes in 2018. 
If  the initiative had 
been in effect, $20 mil-
lion of  that would have 
been rebated to prop-
erty owners.

“It would be reward-
ing Nebraskans who 
actively built this state 
and live in this state,” 
he said.

But opponents have 
said the initiative would 
either force steep in-
creases in taxes or dras-

tic cuts in state pro-
grams.

If  the initiative is ap-
proved by voters, Hallo-
ran said it would create 
a huge change in state 
government funding 
and likely require the 
governor to call a spe-
cial session of  the Leg-
islature to address the 
issue.

“It would be an oppor-
tunity to discuss a new 
model to tax the state 
and that is a consump-
tion tax,” he said.

Erdman said a con-
sumption tax frame-
work he proposes would 
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I
n one of  the longest 
spelling bees for at least 
six years, John Kryzs-
ko, a seventh-grader 
from St. Cecilia, took 

home first place at the 
Adams County Spelling Bee 
Friday at Adams Central 
Elementary.

“Ruffian” and “benefactor” 
were the winning words.

“I feel very excited. I feel 
very fortunate to have won,” 
John said. “I talked to my 
mom. She was like, ‘If  you 
win, I’ll get you ice cream.’ ”

Prior to the oral spelling, 
220 students were given a 
written test. Second-grade 
students through eighth-
grade students took the writ-
ten test, but only the top five 
fifth- through eighth-grade 
students moved to the oral 
portion.

John said he won the writ-
ten portion of  the spelling 
bee in second, fourth, fifth 
and sixth grades.

“I want to keep the record 
going for my parents and ev-
eryone,” John said.

John said he doesn’t do a lot 
of  studying to prepare for the 
spelling bee. Instead, he tries 
to break down each word into 
more manageable parts.

In under an hour, the con-

testants went through 13 
rounds. After only two of  
the original 20 spellers re-
mained, John and Abhinave 
Srivastava, an eighth-grader 
at Hastings Middle School, 
went back and forth to spell 
the words.

Spelling bee coordina-
tor Jackie Koepke, who has 
helped coordinate the compe-
tition for about six years, said 
this year’s spelling bee was 
the longest she has seen, with 
103 words used. She said the 
average is about 65 words.

Koepke said having to use 
more words speaks to a tal-
ented group of  spellers.

“This was amazing. I’m glad 
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John Krysko competes in the Adams County spelling bee Friday at Adams Central Elemen-
tary School. John won the event and Abhinav Srivastava (left) placed second.
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MINDEN — Since 

the new Minden High 
School opened its 
doors in 2017, the Min-
den Public School Dis-
trict has worked to 
strengthen its connec-
tion to the community 
and give back to resi-
dents who approved the 
$23 million bond issue 
that made the construc-
tion project possible.

The school district 
hopes bringing back an 
agricultural program — 
after missing for several 
decades — will do just 
that.

“The philosophy we’re 
working on with this ag 
program is being holis-
tic. That encompasses 
the community, too,” 
Superintendent Jim 
Widdifield said.

Minden Public Schools 
has begun curricu-
lum development and 
started searching for 
an agriculture teacher 
for the 2020-21 academic 
year.

The MPS Board of  Ed-
ucation approved the 
agriculture program 
during its November 
2019 meeting. Prior 
to the board meeting, 
a committee made of  
community members 
suggested the program.

Widdifield said adding 
an agriculture program 
was a clear decision, 
given the district’s geo-
graphic connection to 
agriculture.

“Minden is a big ag 

community, and there’s 
a lot of  good things that 
go on in this commu-
nity when it comes to 
agriculture,” Widdifield 
said.

Widdifield said the ag-
riculture program is 
made possible because 
of  the new building, 
which gave the district 
more space and technol-
ogy than was available 
in the previous 81-year-
old high school struc-
ture.

“The change of  facil-
ities gave an opportu-
nity to start looking at 
things that could en-
hance what we already 
have and maybe give 
some electives to kids,” 
he said.

One of  the key fea-
tures of  the three-year-
old, 110,000-square-foot 
high school is an in-
dustrial arts facility, 
which includes automo-
tive and woodworking 
spaces that feature spe-
cialized equipment.

The industrial area 
has enhanced the indus-
trial curriculum for stu-
dents, Widdifield said.

“Just having this fa-
cility gives us an op-
portunity to make that 
program the best that 
we can make it, because 
you have the space 
and you have the re-
sources,” he said.

But the space hasn’t 
been limited to just 
students. Community 
members also took ad-
vantage of  the indus-
trial space in fall 2019 
when the woodworking 
area was opened for a 
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While Tribland re-
mains at little risk 
of  problems with the 
coronavirus, area pub-
lic health officials and 
Mary Lanning Health-
care in Hastings are on 

top of  the situation and 
are prepared to act if  
the need arises.

That’s the message 
this week from Mary 
Lanning and the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department 
in respective news re-
leases addressing the 
new virus, which appar-
ently originated in cen-
tral China and has been 
declared a global health 
emergency by the World 

Health Organization. As 
of  Friday, the virus re-
portedly had sickened 
more than 34,800 people 
and killed more than 
700 — virtually all in 
China.

As of  Tuesday, 11 
cases of  coronavirus 
had been confirmed in 
the United States, but 
none of  those were in 
Nebraska or surround-
ing states. Currently, 
the virus doesn’t spread 

easily from human to 
human.

Officials have an-
nounced that Camp 
Ashland, a National 
Guard training site in 
eastern Nebraska, will 
be used as a quarantine 
site for American evac-
uees from China, who 
will stay at the camp 
for for 14 days of  health 
monitoring to ensure 
they do not have coro-
navirus. A planeload 

of  evacuees arrived in 
Omaha on Friday.

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention says it is un-
likely the quarantined 
evacuees at Camp Ash-
land or on other mili-
tary bases around the 
United States will show 
symptoms of  the illness.

Michele Bever, direc-
tor of  the South Heart-
land District Health 
Department, said resi-

dents of  Adams, Clay, 
Webster and Nuckolls 
counties have no imme-
diate cause for undue 
concern.

“We understand that 
some are worried about 
the coronavirus out-
break,” Bever said. 
“However, the current 
risk for South Heart-
land residents is low.”

The new virus, known 
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