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TODAY Twenty percent chance of 
rain early.

$1.75 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Twenty percent chance 
of rain after 2 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Elliott Petersen, 8

Mary Lanning manager recipient of international award. - B1

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com
Within six weeks of  

taking the emergency 
manager job in Clay 
County, Tim Lewis had 
a disaster at his hands. 

A wind storm Aug. 7 
had swept through the 
county, causing tree 
damage, multiple power 

outages and left Trum-
bull without potable 
water.

Lewis swiftly took ac-
tion, coordinating with 
volunteers to clear de-
bris, bring electricity 
back to homes and de-
liver safe drinking wa-
ter Within the day, he 
had started a disaster 
declaration request to 
the Nebraska Emer-
gency Management 
Agency. He did it with 
the support local first 
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O
ne hundred 
thirty-six years 
after its founding, 
Hastings College 
has entered a 

new era, thanks to a unique 
academic calendar and cur-
riculum structure.

With the school year start-
ing Aug. 14, planning and 
preparation has finished and 
the focus has turned to refin-
ing the changes.

Before classes even started, 
students began with a new 
step in their college orien-
tation: Picking up iPad Pros 
and Apple Pencils.

The freshmen are learning 
how to use their new tech-
nology during the only class 

they will be taking over the 
next two weeks — Introduc-
tion to Hastings College. 
During the class, they are 
also learning how to be a 
college student by practicing 
sending emails to professors 
and managing their time.

“We’re trying to introduce 
everyone to Hastings Col-
lege. We want people to be 
able to feel comfortable at 
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Hastings College enters new era
College begins            

refining proCess
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Students walk Friday from Hazelrigg Student Union at Hastings College.
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The city of  Hastings 

soon will have four rest, 
rehydrate and recharge 
stations along the Pio-
neer Spirit Trail.

Hastings received a 
$24,250 AARP Liveable 
Community Challenge 
Grant. Connie Benja-
min, state director for 
AARP, was on hand 
during the Aug. 12 Hast-
ings City Council meet-
ing to present Mayor 
Corey Stutte with an 
oversized check for that 
amount after council 
members voted to accept 
the award.

Each R3 station will in-
clude a shade tree, park 

bench and water foun-
tain with a bottle filler.

The project intent is to 
solicit additional match 
funds of  $3,920 by pri-
vate donors to include 
optional pet fountain 
attachments at each 
drinking fountain.

The goal is to remove 
the fear that older or 
less active adults have in 
starting healthy lifestyle 
changes.

“Folks who don’t use 
the trail regularly or 
folks who are just start-
ing healthy lifestyle 
habits, it’s a little intim-
idating when you don’t 
know how far you can 
go or how far before you 
get to your next stopping 

point,” Don Threewitt, 
development services 

director for the city of  
Hastings, said in an in-

terview Wednesday af-
ternoon.

The R3 stations could 
help people like that 
venture past their com-
fort zones.

Two of  the R3 stations 
will include a mobile 
bike repair station with 
an air pump, and a set of  
tools attached by cable 
to the station.

“If  you’re going along 
and you’re having prob-
lems with your bike 
you’ve got a place to stop 
and fix it,” Threewitt 
said.

Parties interested in 
funding the pet fountain 
attachments could email 
Threewitt at dthree-
witt@cityofhastings.org 

or Parks and Recreation 
Director Jeff Hassenstab 
at jhassenstab@cityof-
hastings.org.

City staff members still 
are in the process of  fi-
nalizing the locations of  
the R3 stations, which 
have a November dead-
line for installation. 

Equitable distribution, 
as well as access to wa-
ter mains, are factors for 
where the R3 stations 
will be located.

The anticipated out-
come is that a demon-
strated use of  the R3 
stations coupled with a 
quantifiable increase 
in trail use would spur 

City awarded grant for stations along trail
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This concept sketch shows a design of what 
the four rest, rehydrate and recharge stations 
planned along the Pioneer Spirit Trail may look 
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BLUE HILL — Stu-
dents and staff at Blue 
Hill Public Schools 
kicked off the communi-
ty’s new Beef  in Schools 
program at lunch on 
Friday.

Supporters of  the pro-
gram were there to help 
serve a free lunch and 
introduce the program. 
Kindergarten through 
12-thgrade students ate 
a total of  450, 100 per-
cent beef  patties with 
an entire food island 
of  toppings to go along 
with them.

Attendance at lunch 
was higher than nor-
mal, as all attending we 
anxious to try out the 
new beef  program.

“Today couldn’t have 
happened without all of  

the local support from 
producers, schools, 
and other donors,” 
said Jana Mcneill, who 
heads the Blue Hill Beef  
Boosters.

The South Central 
Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, a strong supporter 
of  the program, cooked 
the hamburger patties, 
providing beef  for every 
student and employee 
and several guests.

“These burgers had 
a lot more flavor,” said 
Madi Menke, a Blue Hill 
senior. “You could re-
ally taste the char from 
the grill, and that was 
a lot nicer compared to 
the burgers we usually 
have.”

Local beef  producers 
said they are excited 
about the new program 
for Blue Hill students.

“We want to be in-
volved in this program 
in order to get good 
quality meat to the kids 
as they go about their 
school day,” said Art 
Lienemann, a member 
of  the cattlemen’s asso-
ciation. “It is also im-
portant to provide the 
information that coun-
teracts some negative 
attention surrounding 
beef.

“Obviously we want 
to promote our product, 
but more than that we 
want to provide good 
nutrition to the schools. 
Fake meats are not nat-
ural; we want to get 
away from the chemi-
cals in the fake meats 
and provide real food 
for them.”

Blue Hill kicks off Beef in Schools program
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Sheri Albers, Beverly Pankoke, Mary Lou Pohlmeier prepare the 100% beef 
patties Friday at Blue Hill Public School to kick off the school’s new Beef in 
Schools program.
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Didn’t take long for an 
emergency situation 
for new area manager

Aug. 7 wind storm 
forCed tim lewis    
to quiCkly get to 

know ClAy County

JARAD JOHNSON /Tribune 

Tim Lewis, Clay County’s new emergency man-
ager, takes a call Thursday from a local school 
official asking about the local rainstorm.  
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