
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B5
Comics B4
Crossword B6
Entertainment B5

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices A6

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 79 © 2021

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Blue Devils improve to 6-2. - B1

Wednesday, January 6, 2021
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TODAY A 40% chance of snow. 
Wind gusts as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of snow 
before midnight. Cloudy.

Details, page A5 Art by Angelie Ledezma-Martel
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Amanda Hoffman’s passion for 
clothing as a teenager inspired 
her to open her own boutique in 
Hastings.

“ I worked in retail when I was 
in high school and college and 
that’s really where my passion 
came from,” Hoffman said.

Having six kids herself, Hoff-
man felt the need to have another 
option for children’s clothes in 
Hastings so she opened I AM Me 
boutique on Oct. 3, 2017.

Since then, other stores in Hast-
ings that offered clothing have 
closed.

“Now it’s harder to find them,” 
Hoffman said.

At first, Hoffman planned to 
only have the store be online, 
but a space she liked downtown 
opened up.

“The space at 838 West Second 
became available and I could 
envision opening a storefront,” 
Hoffman said.

This week, Hoffman relocated 
to 617 W. Second St.

The store offers infant to wom-
en’s clothing as well as some 
men’s clothing.

They also carry gift items and 
baby accessories, such as bibs.

“ I AM Me will carry your style 
of  clothing, shoes and accesso-

ries to match any 
occasion,” Hoffman 
said.

She said that for 
those people who 
have the notion that 
I AM Me won’t have 

anything for them, she hopes 
they give her a chance by com-
ing in and seeing the variety of  
things the store offers.

“I would just challenge every-
body to come in and shop and 
look and see,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman believes that clothing is 
a form of  self-expression for who 
you are and how you want to feel.

She said that is why the store 
carries a variety of  clothing to 

help customers express them-
selves in the way that they want.

“We provide an ever-changing 
selection of  clothing in various 
styles so that you can express 
yourself  in the way that fits you 
best,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman said she has tried to 
make I AM Me as comfortable 
as she can by offering an atmo-
sphere that is welcoming.

She said she likes for custom-
ers to feel at home in the store 
and encourages those customers 
with children to bring them.

“We have a kids table for color-
ing, toys for kids to play with or 
books from Brook’s Bookshelf  
available to entertain kids while 
shopping,” Hoffman said.

She said that one of  her favorite 
things about running a small busi-
ness in Hastings is finding out that 
she made someone’s day, which 
only adds enjoyment to her day.

“Just getting to see or hear the 
stories from our other employ-
ees,” Hoffman said.

Passion for fashion inspires boutique

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

I AM Me manager Sarah Fesuluai is photo-
graphed at the store Wednesday.
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A
TLANTA — 
Georgia officials 
counted the 
final votes of  the 
nation’s turbu-

lent 2020 election season on 
Tuesday night as polls closed 
in two critical races that will 
determine control of  the U.S. 
Senate and, in turn, the fate 
of  President-elect Joe Biden’s 
legislative agenda.

The two Senate runoff elec-
tions are leftovers from the 
November general election, 
when none of  the candidates 
hit the 50% threshold. Demo-
crats need to win both races 
to seize the Senate majority 
— and, with it, control of  the 
new Congress when Biden 
takes office  in two weeks.

President Donald Trump 
encouraged his loyalists to 
turn out in force even as he 
undermined the integrity 
of  the electoral system by 

pressing unfounded claims of  
voter fraud to explain away 
his own defeat in Georgia.

As of  late Tuesday night, it 
was too early to call the close 
races.

In one contest, Republican 
Kelly Loeffler, a 50-year-old 
former businesswoman who 
was appointed to the Senate 
less than a year ago by the 
state’s governor, faced Dem-
ocrat Raphael Warnock, 51, 
who serves as the senior pas-
tor of  the Atlanta church 
where Martin Luther King 
Jr. grew up and preached. 

The other election pitted 
71-year-old former business 
executive David Perdue, a Re-
publican who held his Senate 
seat until his term expired 
on Sunday, against Democrat 
Jon Ossoff, a former congres-
sional aide and journalist. 
At just 33 years old, Ossoff 
would be the Senate’s young-
est member.

This week’s elections mark 
the formal finale to the heated 
2020 election season more 
than two months after the rest 
of  the nation finished voting. 
The heightened significance 
of  the runoffs transformed 
Georgia, once a solidly Re-
publican state, into one of  
the nation’s premier battle-

grounds during the final days 
of  Trump’s presidency. 

Biden and Trump cam-
paigned for their candidates 
in person on the eve of  the 
election, though some Re-
publicans feared Trump may 
have confused voters by con-
tinuing to make wild claims 
of  voter fraud  as he tries to 
undermine Biden’s victory. 
The president has assailed 
Georgia Secretary of  State 
Brad Raffensperger, a Repub-
lican, repeatedly for reject-
ing his fraud contentions and 
raised the prospect that some 
ballots might not be counted 
even as votes were being cast 
Tuesday afternoon. 

State officials said there 
were no major problems with 
voting on Tuesday.

Gabriel Sterling, a top of-
ficial with the Georgia sec-
retary of  state’s office, said 
voting was smooth across 
the state with minimal wait 
times, though lines of  around 
an hour built up in Republi-
can-leaning Houston, Cher-
okee, Paulding and Forsyth 
counties. 

While they have no merit, 
Trump’s claims about voter 
fraud in the 2020 election 

Senate control hangs in balance
GEORGIA OFFICIALS HAVE 

BEGUN COUNTING THE FINAL 
VOTES OF THE NATION’S 

TURBULENT 2020 ELECTION 
SEASON

BEN GRAY/AP

Voters mark their ballots at the Lawrenceville Road United Methodist Church in Tucker, 
Ga., during the Senate runoff election Tuesday morning.
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Tuesday’s meeting 
of  the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors 
was the last for board 
member Scott Thomsen 
as well as the last one in 
which board members 
will be known as super-
visors.

Thomsen, who rep-
resented District 4 and 
west Hastings for 10 
years, was defeated 
by challenger Harold 
Johnson during the 2020 
Republican primary 
election. Johnson then 
was unopposed in the 
general election.

Thomsen thanked his 
fellow board members 
and the public for sup-
port over the course of  
his tenure on the board.

“I’ve enjoyed working 
with you,” he said.

Board chairman Lee 
Hogan presented Thom-
sen with a card from the 
rest of  the board.

“We appreciate what 
you do and hope you 
will continue to help us 

out,” he said.
Thomsen waved to his 

fellow board members 
and other meeting at-
tendees when he left a 
few minutes early to at-
tend a family gathering, 
which marked his first 
opportunity to see his 
mother in quite a while 
due to novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
restrictions.

Johnson will be sworn 
in during a meeting on 
Thursday. At the advice 
of  Deputy County At-
torney David Bergin, all 
seven board members 
will be sworn in — not 
just Johnson and re-
elected board members 
Glen Larsen and Chuck 
Neumann — because 
Thursday’s meeting is 
the first in which the 
county board will be the 
Adams County of  Com-
missioners, instead of  
Supervisors.

Voters in Adams 
County approved 
during the 2018 general 

Board of Supervisors 
to become Board
of Commissioners
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After more than a 
month of  waiting due 
to public health precau-
tions, community fans 
of  high school activities 
including basketball 
and wrestling may soon 
have their first opportu-
nity of  this winter sea-
son to watch competi-
tions in person.

Thanks to the ongo-
ing novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic, however, the fans 

will continue to find 
procedures and rules 
different from what is 
familiar, however.

Effective Monday, the 
Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association has 
relaxed its statewide 
guidelines for winter 
activities to allow more 
spectators at indoor 
events, which also in-
clude speech contests.

In accordance with 
the scheduled update, 
NSAA now is permit-
ting 50% occupancy, as 
opposed to 25% as be-
fore, in gyms and other 
indoor competition ven-
ues.

NSAA now allowing more 
spectators at school events

FANS OTHER THAN 
HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS, 

GRANDPARENTS ARE 
PERMITTED TO ATTEND
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