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northeast wind around 10 mph.
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Stocks dropped on Wall 
Street Tuesday after Presi-
dent Donald Trump ordered 
a stop to negotiations with 
Democrats on a coronavirus 
economic stimulus bill until 
after the election.

The S&P 500 index slid 1.4% 
after having been up 0.7% 
prior to the president’s an-
nouncement, which he made 
on Twitter about an hour 
before the close of  trading. 

The late-afternoon pullback 
erased most of  the bench-
mark index’s gains from a 
market rally a day earlier.

In a series of  tweets, Trump 
said: “I have instructed my 
representatives to stop ne-
gotiating until after the elec-
tion when, immediately after 
I win, we will pass a major 
stimulus bill that focuses on 
hardworking Americans and 
small business.” He also ac-
cused Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
of  not negotiating in good 
faith.

The comments from the 
president came just hours af-
ter Federal Reserve Chair Je-
rome Powell urged Congress 
to come through with more 
aid, saying that too little sup-
port “would lead to a weak 
recovery, creating unneces-
sary hardship for households 
and businesses.”

Optimism that Democrats 
and Republicans would reach 
a deal on more stimulus 
ahead of  the Nov. 3 elections 
had helped lift the stock mar-
ket recently. Now, investors 

face the prospect that more 
aid may not come until next 
year, after the new Congress 
is seated, said Willie Del-
wiche, investment strategist 
at Baird.

“This isn’t just pushing it 
off until after the election, 
this realistically is pushing 
it off until spring,” Delwiche 
said. “I don’t think this is just 
a one-day financial markets 
reaction. This really goes to 
the health of  the recovery.”

The S&P 500 fell 47.66 points 
to 3,360.97. The Dow Jones 

Industrial Average dropped 
375.88 points, or 1.3%, to 
27,772.76. It had been up by 
more than 200 points. The 
Nasdaq composite lost 177.88 
points, or 1.6%, to 11,154.60. 
The tech-heavy index had 
been on pace for a 0.5% gain 
before Trump cut off the 
stimulus talks.

Small stocks also fell, but 
less than the rest of  the mar-
ket. The Russell 2000 index 
of  small-cap stocks gave up 

Stocks drop after Trump calls off talks on economic stimulus
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KEARNEY COUNTY 
— Kearney County vot-
ers will decide in the 
general election if  the 
county should retain 
elected township boards 
or dissolve them and 
adopt a commissioner 
form of  county govern-
ment.

The question of  
whether townships 
should be dropped as 
political entities will be 
one of  two issues put 
forward by the county 
Board of  Supervisors 
for voters’ judgment in 
the Nov. 3 election, for 
which early voting al-
ready has begun.

The second question 
is whether the county 
should retain the 

county surveyor’s posi-
tion as an elected office 
or make it an appointed 
role.

According to a fact 
sheet from the Ne-
braska Association of  
County Officials, Kear-
ney County is among 
24 of  Nebraska’s 93 
counties still operating 
under the “township” 
form of  government, in 
which each township 
has its own governing 
board and the county 
has an elected Board of  
Supervisors.

The township form 
of  government has 
been allowed in Ne-
braska counties since 
the state’s early days in 
the 1800s, but never was 
universally adopted. 
Historical records in-
dicate 30 counties were 
using the township 
form of  government in 
1898. The state’s vot-
ers defeated a proposed 
constitutional amend-
ment to eliminate the 

Kearney County voters 
to decide township, 
surveyor questions

YES VOTE WOULD 
ABOLISH TOWNSHIP 
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D
espite the event 
being postponed 
and changed in 
the face of  the 
coronavirus pan-

demic, community members 
came out to support local 
law enforcement Tuesday 
for National Night Out at the 
Hastings City Auditorium.

For Terry House of  Hast-
ings, it was a way to show his 
support for police, firefighters 
and other first responders.

“We appreciate the hard 
work they do,” he said. “We 
love the way they have this.”

National Night Out gives 
law enforcement officers a 
chance to meet citizens in a 
positive setting. Fourth Street 
was blocked off between 
Hastings and Denver ave-
nues, where officers with the 
Hastings Police Department, 
Adams County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Hastings Fire and 
Rescue let people see the in-
sides of  service vehicles and 
handed out stickers for kids.

In order to promote social 
distancing, organizers de-
veloped a plan approved by 
the South Heartland District 
Health Department to allow 
visitors to enter the audito-
rium from the south, check 
out booths from area non-
profit agencies, and pick up a 
pre-packaged sack dinner be-
fore leaving through another 

set of  doors. Tables inside the 
venue were spread out to dis-
courage people from group-
ing together.

Considering the changes 
to the event, Greg Sinner, a 

Positive reinforcement
HASTINGS CELEBRATES 

DELAYED NATIONAL  
NIGHT OUT
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Hastings Fire Chief Brad Starling shows off different compartments of a truck as he talks 
to Kathy Van Boening of Juniata and her grandchildren Railynn Loudon and Savannah Pe-
terson (right) during National Night Out Tuesday at the Hastings City Auditorium.
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Four-year-old Aliviah Devitt of Hastings eats a hot dog 
during National Night Out Tuesday outside the Hastings 
City Auditorium.
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In an effort to en-
able agricultural com-
merce, but still protect 
a well-traveled road, 
members of  the Adams 
County Board of  Super-
visors approved a new 
gross weight limit for 11 
miles of  Showboat Bou-
levard.

The supervisors voted 
7-0 during their regular 
meeting Tuesday to post 
the maximum weight 
limit for Showboat Bou-
levard from the Glenvil 
corner at Assumption 
Road to the Webster 
County line at 94,000 
pounds, but not allow 
the 15% overage weight 
made possible through 
the Nebraska Legisla-
ture’s recent passage of  
LB931.

The stretch of  Show-
boat Boulevard between 
Assumption Road and 
U.S. Highway 6 already 
has a legal load limit of  

94,000 pounds.
Highway Superin-

tendent Dawn Miller 
brought to the board’s 
attention a resolution 
the board passed in 2011 
to set weight limits for 
that portion of  Show-
boat Boulevard, which 
included a gross weight 
maximum of  80,000 
pounds.

Since then, the county 
repaired the Pauline 
bridge in 2018, which 
boosted the bridge’s 
weight capacity to 
100,000 pounds.

“Until this resolution 
is reconsidered we can’t 
change the load rating 
on there,” Miller said. 
“It was done by the 
board. It’s got to be re-
moved by the board.”

Board Chairman Lee 
Hogan, who also chairs 
the county Roads, 
Bridges and Weeds 
committee, said he has 
received several com-
plaints from farmers in 
the Pauline area ques-
tioning the 80,000-pound 

County increases 
weight limit for 11 
miles of Showboat
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