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TODAY Sunny. North wind 5-15 
mph, with 25 mph gusts.
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TONIGHT Mostly clear. North 
wind 5-10 mph.
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H
aving gone so 
long without 
being surrounded 
by students, the 
Hastings Public 

Schools teachers participat-
ing in summer school once 
again are in their element.

Those teachers, as well as 
summer school students, 
also get to practice new pro-
cedures that will become the 
standard during the continu-
ing novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, pandemic.

HPS summer school be-
gan Monday at Lincoln Ele-
mentary with about 100 stu-
dents going into first through 
fourth grade.

These are the first in-per-
son classes for the district 
since school was shut down 
effective March 16. Elemen-
tary teachers provided pack-
ets for students during the 
remainder of  the 2019-20 
school year.

Summer school runs 
through July.

“We’re glad they’re here,” 
Superintendent Jeff Schnei-
der said of  the summer 

school students. “It’s a great 
chance for us to see how this 
is going to work, a little bit. 
More importantly than that, 
these kids need school. All 
kids need school, and they’ve 
been out of  it since the mid-
dle of  March. So it’s really 
good to see some students 
back in the building.”

Summer school coordinator 
April White said the oppor-
tunity to practice procedures 
teachers will be asked to put 
in place in the fall is big.

White, who had served as 
special education teacher 
at Hawthorne Elementary 

and will return to the class-
room in the fall to teach third 
grade, said the planning pro-
cess for summer school was 
“fast and furious.”

“It was kind of  a game of  
being on pause and fast for-
ward all at the same time, 
waiting to know if  we had 
enough information and 
enough things in place to go 
forward,” she said.

Each class has about six 
or seven students, allowing 
those students to socially dis-
tance from one another.

Return to school
SCALED BACK VERSION  

OF SUMMER SCHOOL GIVES 
STAFF, STUDENTS TASTE  

OF WHAT TO EXPECT

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Krista Niederklein works on rhyming words with students during summer school classes 
Wednesday at Lincoln Elementary.
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Jami Paulman teaches during Hastings Public Schools 
summer school classes Wednesday at Lincoln Elementary.
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As might have been 
expected, thunder-
storms packing pow-
erful winds and heavy 
rain overnight Wednes-
day did a number on 
wheat still standing in 
some Tribland fields, 
awaiting harvest at the 
end of  an already chal-
lenging growing season.

Ron Seymour, a Ne-
braska Extension edu-
cator based in Adams 
County who watches 

over crops in Adams, 
Webster, Franklin and 
Kearney counties, said 
he had surveyed winter 
wheat fields between 
Blue Hill and Guide 
Rock on Thursday and 
found some fields al-
ready harvested, some 
in progress and some 
still waiting for the 
combine.

A number of  fields 
had been affected by the 
rain and wind, he said, 
particularly closer to 
the Guide Rock area. He 
saw no evidence of  hail 
damage.

The overnight storms, 
which arrived in 
many Tribland loca-
tions around 11 p.m. to 
shortly after midnight, 
packed winds clocked 

from 50-75 mph. In 
the southern reaches 
of  Tribland, rainfall 
totaled as much as 2 
inches at Lebanon, Kan-
sas, and 1.95 inches at 
Naponee.

Wheat harvest had 
reached the northern 
tier of  Kansas counties, 
including Jewell and 
Smith in Tribland, by 
late last week and re-
portedly was in prog-
ress along the Nebras-
ka-Kansas border.

In Tuesday’s install-
ment of  the Kansas 
Wheat Harvest Report, 
Adrian Polansky, who 
farms near Belleville 
in Republic County, 
said harvest in his area 

Wind, rain pound wheat fields at end of challenging season
DRY WEATHER, SPRING 

FREEZE, HOT WINDS 
ALREADY WERE 

WORKING AGAINST 
CROP
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Kenny Marihugh harvests wheat south of Esbon, Kan., on July 2.
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SUPERIOR — A vet-
eran member of  the Su-
perior City Council has 

stepped 
up to the 
office of  
mayor fol-
lowing 
the res-
ignation 
of  Sonia 
Schmidt.

Chris 
Peterson has served 
on the City Council for 
eight years and served 
as council president for 
three years. He took the 
oath of  office as mayor 
on May 11.

Peterson said he had 
talked with Schmidt 
in 2018 about the pos-
sibility of  running for 
mayor, but that Schmidt 
had decided to run for 
another term of  office 
and he didn’t want to 
run against her because 
the two share the same 
vision for the communi-
ty’s future.

Now, he will fill out the 
remainder of  Schmidt’s 
term of  office, which 
runs through 2022.

As mayor, Peterson 
said, he intends to focus 
on the community’s in-
frastructure and is con-
cerned with advanced 
meter infrastructure 
projects. He played an 
instrumental role in 

bringing to Superior the 
solar panel project that 
is located on Hartley 
Street south of  town.

The city is looking at 
a new system for me-
ter reading, which will 
be done electronically 
for the most part and 
eliminate the need for 
employees to visit each 
meter individually for 
utility billings.

Peterson is a fire-
fighter and emergency 
medical technician in 
Superior. He has been 
employed by Brodstone 
Memorial Hospital for 
six years, working in 
the area of  health infor-
mation management.

Prior to that, he served 
for 8 ½ years in the U.S. 
Army and spent time 
stationed in Germany.

“I was born in Supe-
rior and have lived in 
many states and cities 
around the country, but 
now I have come home 
to stay,” he said.

He meets with City 
Attorney John Hodge 
the third Wednesday 
morning of  each month, 
before going to his du-
ties at the hospital, to 
discuss issues involving 
the city.

Peterson has been 
married to his wife, 
Michelle, for 30 years. 
Their son is a police of-
ficer in Wayne and has 
two daughters.

New Superior mayor plans 
focus on infrastructure
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As local schools con-
sider options for re-
opening in the fall, 
health officials say a 
key component will be 
face masks.

Cloth face coverings 
are an additional step 
to help slow the spread 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
when combined with ev-
eryday preventative ac-
tions and social distanc-
ing in public settings, 
according to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention website.

“Cloth face cover-
ings are recommended 
as a simple barrier 
to help prevent respi-
ratory droplets from 
traveling into the air 
and onto other people 
when the person wear-
ing the cloth face cov-
ering coughs, sneezes, 
talks, or raises their 
voice. This is called 
source control,” the 
website states. “This 

Health officials say 
masks key in safely 
reopening schools

Peterson
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