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Mustangs fend off Cougars in thriller. - B1
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weather
37
25

TODAY Partly sunny. Northwest 
wind 10-15 mph, with 25 mph gusts.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North-
west wind 5-10 mph.
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B
LADEN — Dianna 
Wilson of  Bladen 
went to school 
in the old Silver 
Lake Elementary 

building here when she was 
younger, as did her parents. 
Now, she is looking forward 
seeing her grandchildren go 
to Silver Lake Elementary in 
a new building.

“I’m so glad my grandkids 
get to go to a school in a new 
building,” she said.

Silver Lake Public Schools 
finished its new elementary 
school in December 2019. On 
Thursday evening, the school 
had an open house to let res-
idents see the rapidly com-
pleted building. More than 
100 people showed up.

The open house brought 
back memories for many of  
the visitors who had attended 
school in the old building 
that was erected in 1924. In-
stead of  feeling sad to see the 
building gone, many appre-
ciated the opportunity to see 
the future of  education for 
students in the Silver Lake 
district, which serves the 

Bladen, Roseland, Holstein 
and Campbell communities. 
(Classes for the older grades 
meet in Roseland.)

“A lot of  times when you 
talk about tearing down a 
school that the older genera-
tion graduated from and went 
to all their life, they’re kind 
of  leary about it because they 
hate to see the old go,” said 
Principal Duane Arntt. “It’s 
good to see those people come 
out and support.”

Less than a year ago, the dis-
trict didn’t know if  it would 
even have a new building.

In February 2019, voters in 
the school district elected to 
pass a $3.8 million bond to 
tear down the old elementary 
building and build a new one. 
Roughly 82% of  the about 600 
votes cast approved the bond. 
Two million dollars came 
from a special building fund.

The Associated Press
LINCOLN — Nebras-

ka’s largest business 
advocacy group prom-
ised Thursday to oppose 
workplace discrimina-
tion based on a person’s 
sexual orientation or 
gender identity as part 
of  a broader campaign 
to attract and retain 
high-skilled workers.

The Nebraska Cham-
ber of  Commerce and 
Industry’s announce-
ment was hailed by 
some state lawmakers 
who have tried unsuc-
cessfully to ban such 
discrimination. The 
Lincoln and Omaha 
chambers of  commerce 
have supported those 
legislative efforts, but 
the state chamber pre-
viously shied away from 
the issue.

The chamber also 
pledged to fight for 
statewide broadband 
internet access, lower 
taxes, long-term fund-
ing for infrastructure 
such as bridges and 
roads, and education 

that helps fill the state’s 
workforce needs.

The chamber said 
the policies were ad-
opted from Blueprint 
Nebraska, a statewide 
campaign to promote 
business development 
and expand the econ-
omy.

“When we said we’re 
all in on Blueprint Ne-
braska, we meant it,” 
said Bryan Slone, pres-
ident of  the Nebraska 
Chamber.

But a spokesman for 
Gov. Pete Ricketts, a 
founder of  Blueprint 
Nebraska, said the 
workforce discrimina-
tion policy was not a 
part of  that group’s pri-
orities.

“The governor op-
poses adding additional 
protected classes to 
state law,” said Rick-
etts spokesman Taylor 
Gage. “The state cham-
ber’s press release inac-
curately characterizes 
Blueprint’s position re-
garding new protected 
classes. The final Blue-
print report did not 
support such a policy 
change, and the Blue-
print steering commit-
tee has not voted to sup-
port such a policy.”

State chamber 
ready to oppose
LGBTQ workplace 
discrimination

Group cites 
‘Blueprint 

neBraska,’ But 
ricketts disaGrees

New era in Bladen
silver lake patrons Get 

Good look at new 
elementary school
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Community members congregated in the cafeteria during Silver Lake Elementary’s open 
house Thursday evening. The cafeteria extended the elementary and creates a common 
space the older building did not have.
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Leon Lutkemeier, board of education president, delivers a 
thank you speech to the people attending a Silver Lake Ele-
mentary open house in Bladen Thursday evening.

LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER 
AND ZEKE MILLER

The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Republican 

Sen. Susan Collins of  Maine said 
late Thursday she would vote 
to allow witnesses in President 
Donald Trump’s impeachment 
trial, building momentum for the 
Democrats’ effort to hear more 
testimony and increasing the 
possibility of  a drawn-out trial 
the White House hoped to avoid.

But Sen. Lamar Alexander of  
Tennessee said in a statement 
there was “no need for more ev-
idence,” giving the Trump team 
the possibility of  a deciding vote 
in their direction.

Collins, a centrist senator an-
nounced her decision after the 

Senate concluded a long ques-
tion-and-answer session with 
the House Democrats prosecut-
ing the charges and Trump’s 
lawyers defending him.

Alexander released his state-
ment moments later.

A vote on the witness question, 
expected Friday, could lead to 
an abrupt end of  the trial with 
Trump’s expected acquittal. Or 
it could bring days, if  not weeks 
more argument as Democrats 
press to hear testimony from 
former national security ad-
viser John Bolton and others.

It would take four GOP sena-
tors to break with the majority 
and join with Democrats to tip 
the outcome.

Collins said in a statement, 
“The most sensible way to pro-
ceed would be for the House 
Managers and the President’s 
attorneys to attempt to agree on 
a limited and equal number of  
witnesses for each side. If  they 

can’t agree, then the Senate 
could choose the number of  wit-
nesses.”

But Alexander said that “there 
is no need for more evidence 
to prove something that has al-
ready been proven and that does 
not meet the U.S. Constitution’s 
high bar for an impeachable of-
fense.”

Collins, Aexander and Lsa 
Murkowski of  Alaska were 
playing an over-sized role in 
the final hours of  debate with 
pointed questions ahead of  cru-
cial votes. Another Republican 
senator, Mitt Romney of  Utah, 
has made clear he will vote for 
witnesses.

Murkowksi drew a reaction 
during the debate when she 
asked simply: “Why should 
this body not call Ambassador 
Bolton?”

Alexander of  Tennessee cap-
tured attention just before the 
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SUTTON — Organiz-

ers unveiled a plan to 
renovate the building 
and change services 
at the Sutton Commu-
nity Home to better po-
sition the facility for 
long-term growth on 
Wednesday during a 
town meeting.

Architect Jeff Ahl with 
arCuretecture in Lin-
coln explained that the 
main building was con-
structed in 1964 and is 
nearing the end of  its 
useful life. The building 
has small rooms and 
doesn’t meet accessibil-
ity guidelines.

Several organizations 
are involved in the pro-
cess. The SCH board 
oversees the facility’s 
operations. The Sut-
ton Community Home 
Foundation is organiz-
ing fundraising, and 
has brought in Steier 
Group in Omaha to lead 
a capital campaign. Jeff 
Ahl is the architect, and 
Hampton Construction 
is the general contrac-

tor.
Through collabora-

tive efforts, Ahl said, 
the project has seen 
many revisions during 
the past four years. He 
explained that a group 
looked at a variety of  
designs during the last 
four years. Some would 
have moved the facility 
to a new location. Oth-
ers included more sig-
nificant changes at the 
current site.

The project wasn’t 
deemed financially fea-
sible until the building 
costs were reduced to 
$4.9 million. The cur-
rent design would in-
clude 16 new units. 
Fourteen would offer 
single bedrooms, while 
two would be two-bed-
room units. There 
would be a new full 
commercial kitchen, 
sun room, spa and ad-
ministration area.

To lower the costs 
enough to be feasible, 
the SCH board will 
have to discontinue the 
nursing home side of  
the facility and convert 
the entire facility to as-
sisted living.

Ahl explained that the 
Nebraska Legislature 

Collins ‘yes,’ Alexander ‘no’ on witnesses
democrats’ push could 
stall with 50-50 tie, 

leadinG to swift trump 
acquittal votes
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Plan for Sutton
home includes
major changes

revamped facility 
would not include 
skilled nursinG as    

it’s now offered
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