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Five Points Bank eliminated from state tourney. - B1
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GUIDE ROCK — Au-
thorities have recovered 
the body of  a second 
man who had been pre-
sumed drowned near 
the Guide Rock Diver-
sion Dam since a fishing 
mishap on Friday after-

noon, according to the 
Webster County Sher-
iff’s Office.

The man’s body was 
found Monday about 
3 p.m. about 1.5 miles 
east down the Republi-
can River from the dam, 
which is south of  Guide 
Rock.

The discovery marked 
the end of  a long week-
end for law enforce-
ment, first respond-
ers, firefighters, dive 

team members and 
other volunteers who 
searched for two men 
who went missing in 
the river on Friday 
about 3:45 p.m.

Webster County 
Sheriff Troy Schmitz 
said the men had been 
fishing near the dam 
and they were pulled 
under water by the un-
dertow.

A third man had been 
rescued from the river, 

as well. He was taken 
to a hospital while the 
search began.

Authorities haven’t 
released the identities 
of  the men, but indi-
cated one of  the pre-
sumed drowned men 
was from Grand Island 
and the other lived in 
the Hastings or Blue 
Hill area.

Law enforcement 
from Webster and Nu-
ckolls counties re-

sponded Friday, as well 
as emergency respond-
ers from Guide Rock 
and Red Cloud and res-
cue divers from Hebron 
and Deshler.

The Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission 
joined in the hunt on 
Saturday using a boat 
with side sonar equip-
ment. Rescue divers 
from Grand Island also 
assisted.

The search continued 

into the evening each 
day and had to be sus-
pended until daylight 
the following day. Work-
ers used kayaks, air 
boats and foot patrol to 
scour the area search-
ing for any sign of  the 
missing men.

About 9:25 a.m. Sun-
day, rescuers found the 
remains of  one of  the 
men about a quarter- to 
a half-mile east of  the 
dam.
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B
LADEN — The 
new Blue Hill Beef  
Boosters program, 
a beef  to schools 
program, received 

donations during this year’’s 
Webster County Fair that 
will help the program take 
off just in time for the new 
school year.

South Central State Bank 
made a monetary donation 
and also purchased a steer at 
the fair’s annual 4-H/FFA live-
stock premium auction to be 
donated to the Blue Hill Beef  
in our Schools program. Shane 
and Alison Meyer of  Blue Hill 
also purchased a steer and do-
nated it to the program.

These are the first steers to 
be donated to the local pro-
gram. The fair ended Satur-
day in Bladen.

“We are really excited to be 
getting this program set up in 
Blue Hill,” said Jana McNeill, 
president of  the group.

Word of  this program is 
spreading quickly and is 
generating enthusiasm, as 
the program also includes a 
chance for students to learn 
about agriculture.

“We are excited to be able 
to offer an educational com-
ponent to the program,” Mc-
Neill said. “The kids will 
learn where beef  comes 
from, what it takes to raise 

livestock in today’s industry 
along with information about 
crop production.”

With a goal of  serving 
homegrown beef  to the stu-
dents twice a week in the 
form of  ground beef, roasts 
and stew meat, the group 
knows it will need strong 
community support. Many 
of  the students who will ben-
efit from the nutrition pro-
vided will go on to live in the 
agricultural community and 
work in the field of  agricul-
ture. This program helps to 
strengthen that connection.

Blue Hill is not the first 
school in the area to want to 
connect local beef  producers 

to the school lunch program. 
Lawrence-Nelson, Red Cloud 
and Sandy Creek schools are 
among Blue Hill’s neighbors 
that are incorporating Beef  
to Schools as a way to en-
hance school lunches.

The Blue Hill school board, 
staff and administration have 
been supportive of  the new 
program.

“I am thrilled to be a mem-
ber of  our schools beef  
booster committee,” said 
school board member Ann 
Auten. “Not only are we able 
to support Nebraska’s No. 
1 industry, but Blue Hill’s 
lunch program will be pro-
moting an excellent source of  
protein for our student’s daily 
nutritional requirements.”

Though the program has a 
great start, the group is hop-
ing to continue to build mo-
mentum through both beef  
donations and monetary do-
nations that will help with 
processing the beef.

With each animal costing 
between $750 and $1,400 and 
processing costs between $500 
and $600 depending on the 
size of  the animal, the pro-
gram members are looking 
for additional support.

“Donations from our area 
beef  producers and monetary 
support from our community 
are appreciated,” Auten said.

Those interested in making 
donations to support the pro-
gram are encouraged to con-
tact Blue Hill Schools to make 
arrangements at 402-756-2085 
or send a check made out to 
Blue Hill Beef  Boosters and 
mail it to Annette Spencer, 1959 
Road Z, Blue Hill NE 68930.

Staff and wire

A team of  engineering 
experts will investigate 
the March breach of  a 
dam in north central 
Nebraska that led to 
extensive downstream 
flooding and one pre-
sumed death.

The Association of  
State Dam Safety Offi-
cials announced Mon-
day that it will dispatch 
four investigators to 
identify the likely causes 
of  the Spencer Dam col-
lapse on March 14.

The independent in-
vestigation is being ini-
tiated at the request of  
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Natural Re-
sources, which has reg-
ulatory authority over 
the Spencer Dam.

The Association of  
State Dam Safety Offi-
cials is a nonprofit orga-
nization focused on dam 
safety. The investigation 
is intended to compile 
“information and les-

sons to be learned from 
the event with the goal 
of  advancing the dam 
safety engineering pro-
fession,” ASDSO said in 
a news release.

The experts cho-
sen for the team, all 
of  whom are profes-
sional engineers, in-
clude Mark Baker, 
principal of  Dam-
Crest Consulting in 
Louisville, Colorado; 
Robert Ettema, an 
engineering faculty 
member at Colorado 
State University in 
Colorado Springs; Mar-
tin Teal, senior vice 
president of  WEST 
Consultants in San 
Diego; and John Tro-
janowski, president of  
Trojanowski Dam En-
gineering in Littleton, 
Colorado.

Team members will 
bring specific expertise 
in dam safety failure in-
vestigations; hydrology, 
including cold-weather 
hydrology; hydraulics, 
including cold-weather 
hydraulics, and ice and 
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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 9 a.m.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South-
east wind around 15 mph.
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State seeks outside 
probe of dam breach
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Brinley McNeill of Blue Hill talks to one of her cattle entries Wednesday as she feeds and 
cares for it at the Webster County Fair. The new Blue Hill Beef Boosters program, which 
got its first two animal donations following the fair’s livestock premium auction on Sat-
urday, will enhance the Blue Hill school lunch program while promoting the beef industry 
and students’ awareness of agriculture.
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Colton McNeill of Blue Hill 
rests against one of his cat-
tle Wednesday at the Web-
ster County Fair in Bladen.

Body of second drowned fisherman recovered
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GILROY, Calif. — 
Before a 19-year-old 
gunman opened fire 
on a famed garlic fes-
tival in his California 
hometown, he urged 
his Instagram follow-
ers to read a 19th cen-
tury book popular with 
white supremacists on 
extremist websites, but 
his motives for killing 
two children and an-
other young man were 
still a mystery Monday.

Santino William Le-
gan posted the caption 
about the book “Might 
is Right,” which claims 
race determines behav-
ior. It appeared with a 
photo of  Smokey the 
Bear in front of  a “fire 
danger” sign and also 
complained about over-
crowding towns and 
paving open space to 
make room for “hordes” 

of  Latinos and Silicon 
Valley whites.

In his last Instagram 
post Sunday, Legan 
sent a photo from the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival. 
Minutes later, he shot 
into the crowd with an 
AK-47 style weapon, 
killing a 6-year-old boy, 
a 13-year-old girl and a 
man in his mid-20s.

Under it, he wrote: 
“Ayyy garlic festival 
time” and “Come get 
wasted on overpriced” 
items. Legan’s since-de-
leted Instagram account 
says he is Italian and 
Iranian.

The postings are 
among the first de-
tails that have emerged 
about Legan since au-
thorities say he ap-
peared to fire at ran-
dom, sending people 
running and diving 
under tables. Police pa-
trolling the event re-
sponded within a min-
ute and killed Legan as 
he turned the weapon 
on them.
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