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OMAHA — The Amer-
ican Civil Liberties 
Union of  Nebraska on 
Monday began sending 
notices to thousands of  
felons informing them 
of  their right to vote af-
ter learning of  a case in 
which the state incor-
rectly notified an Omaha 
man that he wasn’t eligi-
ble to cast a ballot.

The ACLU launched 
the public awareness 
project to ensure felons 
know whether or not 
they’re qualified to vote 
in the upcoming general 
election. The group said 
it plans to mail nearly 
9,000 voting rights pack-
ets to county jails and 
the homes of  residents 
who received disqualifi-
cation notices from elec-

tion officials.
Nebraska allows fel-

ons to vote after a two-
year waiting period that 
begins once they’ve fin-
ished their sentence as 
well as any parole or 
probation.

“Voting is the corner-
stone of  our democracy 

and the right upon 
which all civil liberties 
rest,” said Adam Sip-
ple, legal director of  
the ACLU of  Nebraska. 
“When it comes to com-
munication about voting 
rights, the acceptable 

New effort seeks to protect 
Nebraska felon voting rights
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In this undated photo, Wally Wolff holds up voter 
registration paperwork at his home in Omaha. 
The ACLU of Nebraska began sending thou-
sands of notices Monday to felons informing 
them of their right to vote after learning that the 
state incorrectly notified Wolff that he wasn’t el-
igible to cast a ballot because of his status as a 
convicted felon.
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While the investigation into the 
cause of  a house fire at 1015 N. St. 
Joseph Ave. last month is ongoing, 
officers have ruled out some ru-
mored possibilities.

Hastings Police Capt. Mike 
Doremus said several rumors were 
being circulated about the cause of  

the fire at the time. One rumor in-
cluded the possibility of  explosives 
at the residence, but investigators 
didn’t find any evidence of  that.

Another rumor was a metham-
phetamine laboratory.

“From the very beginning, we said 
that those were rumors,” Doremus 

Police rule out explosives, 
drug lab in August house fire

AMY ROH/Tribune

Firefighters work the scene of a house fire in the 1000 block of North St. 
Joseph Avenue Aug. 11.

TOM KRISHER AND CATHY 

BUSSEWITZ

AP Business Writers

DETROIT — The worries 
are growing for United Air-
lines flight attendant Jordy 
Comeaux.

In a few days, he’ll be 
among roughly 40,000 airline 
workers whose jobs are likely 
to evaporate in an industry 
decimated by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Unless Congress acts to help 
for a second time, United will 
furlough Comeaux on Thurs-
day, cutting off his income 
and health insurance. Un-
employment and the money 
made by his husband, a home 
health nurse, won’t be enough 
to pay the bills including rent 
near Chicago’s O’Hare Inter-

national Airport.
“I don’t have enough, unfor-

tunately, to get by,” said Co-
meaux, 31, who has worked 
for United for four years. “No 
one knows what’s going to 
come next and how to pre-
pare.”

Since the pandemic hit, 
thousands of  flight atten-
dants, baggage handlers, gate 
agents and others have been 
getting at least partial pay 
through $25 billion in grants 
and loans to the nation’s air-
lines. To receive the aid, com-
panies agreed not to lay off 
employees through Sept. 30. 
That “Payroll Support Pro-
gram” helped many stay on, 
and keep health care and 
other benefits.

It all runs out on Thursday.

With air travel down about 
70% from last year, many 
carriers including United 
and American say they’ll be 
forced to cut jobs without ad-
ditional aid. Delta and South-
west, two other big carriers, 
tapped private capital mar-
kets and say they’ll avoid lay-
offs.

Industry analysts say fear 
of  air travel and businesses 
keeping employees close to 
home have brought an un-
precedented crisis to the in-
dustry, resulting in cataclys-
mic losses. The four largest 
U.S. airlines — Delta, United, 
American and Southwest — 
together lost $10 billion in the 
second quarter alone.

Airline workers brace for mass layoffs

KEVIN WOLF/AP

American Airlines flight attendant Allie Malis stands out-
side her home with her dog Piper on Sept. 25 in Washing-
ton. About 40,000 workers in the airline industry are facing 
layoffs on Oct. 1, unless Congress comes up with another 
aid package. “At this point I don’t have a Plan B,” she said, 
pointing out that restaurant and other jobs that laid-off 
workers usually get to make it through a downturn don’t 
exist in this crisis.
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CLEVELAND — 
Marked by angry in-
terruptions and bitter 
accusations, the first 
debate between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger 
Joe Biden erupted in 
contentious exchanges 
Tuesday night over the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
city violence, job losses 
and how the Supreme 
Court will shape the 
future of  the nation’s 
health care.

In what was the most 
chaotic presidential de-
bate in recent years, 
somehow fitting for 
what has been an ex-
traordinarily ugly cam-
paign, the two men 
frequently talked over 
each other with Trump 
interrupting, nearly 
shouting, so often 
that Biden eventually 
snapped at him, “Will 
you shut up, man?”

“The fact is that ev-
erything he’s said so far 
is simply a lie,” Biden 
said. “I’m not here to 
call out his lies. Every-
body knows he’s a liar.”

Trump and Biden ar-
rived in Cleveland hop-
ing the debate would 
energize their bases of  
support, even as they 
competed for the slim 
slice of  undecided vot-
ers who could decide 
the election. It has been 
generations since two 
men asked to lead a na-
tion facing such tumult, 
with Americans both 
fearful and impatient 
about the coronavi-
rus pandemic that has 
killed more than 200,000 
of  their fellow citizens 
and cost millions of  
jobs.

Over and over, Trump 
tried to control the con-
versation, interrupt-
ing Biden and repeat-
edly talking over the 
moderator, Chris Wal-
lace of  Fox News. The 

Debate anger: Biden tells interrupting Trump, ‘Shut up, man’

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

President Donald Trump (left) and Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden (right) with moderator Chris Wallace of Fox News during the first presidential debate Tuesday 
at Case Western University and Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio.
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