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Area teams ready for super season. - B1

Thursday, August 29, 2019

weather
87
59

TODAY Sunny. South-southwest 
wind 5-10 mph becoming east.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Preston Smart Hall
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The Hastings Tribune is chang-
ing the way online subscribers 
receive their daily dose of  local 

coverage.
The first daily 

newspaper in Ne-
braska to launch an 
e-Edition online in 
2001, the Tribune 
is now rolling out 
its latest offering — 
the Tribune e-Edi-
tion Plus, which 

features the latest digital tech-
nology designed to enhance the 
total newspaper experience for 
its subscribers.

Readers can sample the new 
product free online at hasting-
stribune.com before it becomes 

exclusive to paid print or online 
subscribers on Sept. 3. The new 
product is included as part of  the 
Tribune’s subscriber package 
that includes print newspaper de-
livery. The e-Edition Plus product 
also can be purchased separately 
as a stand-alone product.

“Subscribers of  the e-Edition 
Plus will have a whole new expe-
rience that they just can’t have in 
print alone,” Tribune Publisher 
Darran Fowler said. “We’re ca-
pable of  doing so much more 
than we could before with our 
e-Edition and we’re still learning 
how to include some of  those fea-
tures, but with the start of  school 
we figured it’s time to turn it 
loose and work on those things 
as we go forward.

“I really do think this is our fu-

ture and subscribers are going to 
like it.”

Unlike the previous e-Edition, 
which was strictly a PDF replica 
of  the newspaper, the e-Edition 
Plus includes a text tab that gives 
subscribers access to additional 
story, photo, video or audio con-
tent that wasn’t possible to in-
clude before.

In addition, Fowler said, read-
ers will immediately notice how 
crisp and sharp everything ap-
pears and that text, photos and 
advertisements can all be made 
larger in the text version.

As before, access to the PDF 
or page version of  the e-Edition 
remains available to those most 
comfortable simply scrolling 
from page-to-page to read what’s 

Tribune e-Edition Plus ‘a whole new experience’

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

This composite screen grab shows the two view-
ing options available on the Tribune e-Edition 
Plus. The text option allows readers to view ar-
ticles individually and adjust the font size while 
the page options offers a PDF of each page.

Fowler
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I
t was 50 years ago that 
the Beatles played their 
final show on a rooftop 
in London and a local 
schoolteacher founded 

a walking group with mostly 
fellow teachers in Hastings 
for the health of  it.

And while the former 
marked the end of  an era, 
the latter still is going strong 
on its 50th anniversary, with 
walkers coming together 
three times each week to 
tread the long and winding 

track at Hastings High School.
Founded by Helen Karloff 

in 1969, the informal walking 
club has changed many faces 
and pairs of  shoes through 
the years. Karloff, who 
taught at District 15 for most 
of  her 25 years in the class-
room, first was joined on the 
walk by a neighbor who also 
wanted to stay fit. Maril Fre-
ese was among the first walk-
ers in the fold, but has since 
moved to Lincoln.

Shortly after Karloff and a 
neighbor began circling the 
neighborhood together near 
the now defunct Imperial 
Mall off Valley Chase Avenue 
and Park Lane Drive, they 
were joined by other women 

— most of  them fellow teach-
ers. In short time, the group 
swelled to double-digit mem-
bership.

“One neighbor came out 
and said, ‘May I walk with 
you?’ and other neighbors 
came and joined,” Karl-
off said. “That’s was how it 
started, and that’s how it’s 
kind of  run now. You just get 
out and join.”

Karloff and the remain-
ing 10 regulars — who have 
since relocated their shared 
45-minute stroll each Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
to the Hastings High track 
— were joined by Freese 

A long and winding road
Walkers celebrate  

50 years

AMY ROH/Tribune

Judy Thorsheim (left) and Carolyn McKenzie walk on the Hastings High School track 
Wednesday. The women are part of a walking club that has met for 50 years.
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The Prairie Loft Center for 
Outdoor and Agricultural 
Learning saw a lot of  gener-
osity from volunteers as well 
as some understanding fol-
lowing a lot of  storm damage 
recently.

Like many homes and busi-
nesses in west Hastings, Prai-

rie Loft saw quite a bit of  dev-
astation.

Executive Director Amy 
Sandeen said she and volun-
teers spent all day Aug. 23 
cleaning up debris as well as 
water inside buildings, as-
sessing damage and taping 
up windows.

“We had very generous of-
fers of  help from volunteers 
with pruners and gardening 
tools and chainsaws,” she 
said. “We were able to clear 
foot traffic areas and make it 
safe so we could hold a wed-
ding ceremony in the barn on 
Saturday. My volunteers defi-

nitely rallied and helped us 
out on Friday and Saturday.”

Prairie Loft had six volun-
teers helping with cleanup 
between those two days.

Beyond that, there was the 
need to dry out so big equip-
ment can be brought in to 
take care of  downed trees on 
the property along DLD Road 
west of  Hastings.

The community garden and 
flower garden there were 
shredded by hail.

Sandeen was in contact 
with community gardeners 

Storm cleanup continues on city’s west side
Hrc, Prairie loft 

among ProPerties Hard 
Hit by Hail, Wind 

and rain

AMY ROH/Tribune

The Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor and Agricultural Learn-
ing suffered tree damage from the Aug. 23 recent storm.SEE CLEANUP/page A5
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Members of  the re-

cently formed Citizens’ 
Jail Committee re-
ceived an introduction 
Wednesday to the short-
comings of  the current 
Adams County Jail as 
well as a timeline to 
recommend a new jail 
during an upcoming 
election.

Scott Thomsen, mem-
ber of  the Adams 
County Board of  Su-
pervisors who chairs 
the county’s building, 
grounds and equipment 
committee, instigated 
the push to begin plan-
ning for a new jail.

“We actually needed 
a new jail 25, 30 years 
ago,” he said in an in-
troduction at Wednes-
day’s meeting.

The current jail, 
which is about 60 years 
old, is rated with a 37-
bed capacity. There 
are also three beds for 
booking and three spe-
cial purpose beds.

The county board in 
June approved proceed-
ing with phase II of  a 
formal jail study with 
Prochaska Associates 
architecture firm of  
Omaha for $15,000.

Entering phase II of  
the study follows the 
conclusion of  phase I, 
which also cost $15,000. 
County board members 
approved phase I in 
March 2018.

Phase II included the 
formation of  a citizens’ 
committee to look at 

new jail options and 
funding possibilities.

After learning about 
five potential design 
options at future meet-
ings, committee mem-
bers will be tasked with 
deciding how to finance 
a new jail and how to 
market it to the public 
in an election.

The target is to have a 
design concept recom-
mended to the county 
board at the end of  Jan-
uary 2020 in advance 
of  the May 12, 2020, pri-
mary, or possibly a spe-
cial election in summer 
2020.

Four representatives 
from Prochaska were 
on hand at Wednesday’s 
meeting to provide a 
presentation reviewing 
the condition and com-
pliance issues of  the 
existing sheriff’s office 
and jail.

The recommendation 
from Prochaska is to 
build a 146-bed facility 
with a plan to eventu-
ally expand to 200 beds.

For 2018, the peak in-
mate total was 105 in-
mates. The average 
daily population was 
64.2 inmates.

The committee in-
cludes 12 citizens, plus 
Thomsen, fellow Super-
visor Lee Hogan and 
Sheriff John Rust.

Committee member 
Lyle Fleharty was se-
lected chairman and 
Jamey Hamburger to 
be vice chairman at 

Committee hears
pitch for new jail
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