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Tribland athletes compete in Shrine Bowl. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with winds 
gusting as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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CLAY CENTER — 
Individuals who spent 
time at Crooked Creek 
Country Club or its 
clubhouse here anytime 
from July 3 through 
July 8 and didn’t wear 
masks or remain phys-
ically distanced from 
others are being asked 
to take precautions 
related to the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

On Saturday after-
noon, the country club 
announced on social 
media that some staff 
and patrons had tested 
positive for the viral in-
fection as of  that day.

On Wednesday, the 
club had announced that 
some out-of-county res-
idents who had played 
in a tournament there 
on July 3 had tested pos-
itive, and that the golf  
course still was open 
but the clubhouse was 
being closed except for 
drink and snack service 
through the window and 
for restroom use.

In Saturday’s post, 
the club said as far as 

officials know, no staff 
members had been 
symptomatic while 
working. All staff be-
gan wearing masks on 
Wednesday, the day the 
clubhouse was closed to 
walk-in traffic.

Later Saturday, 
Crooked Creek posted a 
message it had received 
from South Heartland 
saying it and the neigh-
boring Public Health 
Solutions Health De-
partment had investi-
gated the positive cases 
associated with the 
country club and noti-
fied close contacts to go 
into quarantine.

“It is still possible that 

others we are not aware 
of  may have been ex-
posed,” South Heart-
land said. “Therefore, 
the health departments 
are recommending 
precautions for all in-
dividuals who were at 
the golf  course or club-
house on or after Fri-
day, July 3, through 
Wednesday, July 8, AND 
were not wearing masks 
or physically distanced 
from others.”

People in that category 
are urged to self-moni-
tor for symptoms for 14 
days from the date they 
were at Crooked Creek, 
always wear a mask 
or cloth face covering 

when around others, 
and keep 6 feet apart 
from others.

Anyone who experi-
ences symptoms or has 
questions should con-
tact South Heartland at 
402-462-6211 or Public 
Health Solutions at 402-
826-3880.

Both health depart-
ments are urging ev-
eryone out in public 
to maintain 6-foot dis-
tances from others, 
use face covers when 
around others, wash 
hands frequently, and 
stay home when experi-
encing any symptoms.

South Heartland’s 
COVID-19 Data Dash-

board, which is main-
tained on its website 
and updated daily, in-
dicates two more labo-
ratory-confirmed cases 
of  the infection were 
recorded in the four-
county health district 
on Friday and an ad-
ditional three were re-
corded on Saturday.

Three of  the five new 
patients are Adams 
County residents, and 
the other two live in 
Clay County, health de-
partment record keep-
ing indicates.

For more informa-
tion, visit the website at 
southheartlandhealth.
org.

Clay Center country club issues COVID-19 alert
THOSE ON GROUNDS 
JULY 3-8 MAY HAVE 

BEEN EXPOSED, HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT SAYS
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C
LAY CENTER — 
The swine show 
wrapped up a 
truncated Clay 
County Fair for 

4-H exhibitors on Saturday 
morning at the Clay County 
Fairgrounds.

Due to health concerns 
from the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, the fair 
board decided to cancel most 
of  the fair’s annual activities. 
Only the 4-H shows and ex-
hibits remained on the sched-
ule.

Deanna Peshek, office man-
ager at the Clay County Ex-
tension Office and a fair 
board member, said they 
devised a plan to incorpo-
rate the health protocols set 
out by the state. Most of  the 
shows were held at the fair-
grounds, though a few were 
conducted virtually online.

She said they wanted to host 
as many events in person as 
possible as a way to honor 
the hard work the exhibitors 
put into their projects lead-
ing up to the fair, especially 

‘Some normalcy’
CLAY COUNTY FINISHES 

SHORTENED FAIR

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

4-H Clover Kids Katelyn and Keaton Greiss work together to lift a full water sprayer out of 
a pig pen Saturday during the Clay County Fair swine show.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Connor Hinrichs competes in the Clay County Fair swine 
show in Clay Center Saturday morning.
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Associated Press

As the Trump admin-
istration pushes full 
steam ahead to force 
schools to resume 
in-person education, 
public health experts 
warn that a one-size-
fits-all reopening could 
drive infection and 
death rates even higher.

They’re urging a more 
cautious approach, 
which many local gov-
ernments and school 
districts are already 
pursuing.

But U.S. Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos 
doubled down on Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
insistence that kids 
can safely return to the 
classroom.

“There’s nothing in 
the data that suggests 
that kids being in school 
is in any way danger-
ous,” she told Chris 
Wallace on “Fox News 
Sunday.”

Still, health experts 
say there are too many 
uncertainties and vari-
ables for back-to-school 
to be back-to-normal.

Where is the virus 
spreading rapidly? 
Do students live with 
aged grandparents? 

Do teachers have high-
risk health conditions 
that would make on-
line teaching safest? Do 
infected children eas-
ily spread COVID-19 
to each other and to 
adults?

Regarding the latter, 
some evidence suggests 
they don’t, but a big 
government study aims 
to find better proof. 
Results won’t be avail-
able before the fall, and 
some schools are slated 
to reopen in just a few 
weeks.

“These are compli-
cated issues. You can’t 
just charge straight 
ahead,” Dr. Tom Frie-
den, former director of  
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
said Wednesday during 
an online briefing.

Children infected 
with coronavirus are 
more likely than adults 
to have mild illnesses, 
but their risk for se-
vere disease and death 
isn’t zero. While a vi-
rus-linked inflamma-
tory condition is un-
common, most children 
who develop it require 
intensive care, and a 

Virus spread, not 
politics should guide 
schools, doctors say
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NEW YORK — 
Crowded bars and 
house parties have been 
identified as culprits 
in spreading the coro-
navirus. Meat packing 
plants, prisons and nurs-
ing homes are known 
hot spots. Then there’s 
the complicated case of  
America’s churches.

The vast majority of  
these churches have co-
operated with health au-
thorities and successfully 
protected their congre-
gations. Yet from the ear-
liest phases of  the pan-
demic, and continuing to 
this day, some worship 
services and other reli-
gious activities have been 
identified as sources of  
local outbreaks.

They are by no means 

at the top of  the list of  
problematic activities 
across the U.S., but they 
have posed challenges for 
government leaders and 
public health officials 
whose guidelines and or-
ders are sometimes chal-
lenged as encroachments 
on religious liberty.

“If  we wanted to have 
zero risks, the safest 
thing would be to never 
open our doors,” said 
prominent Dallas mega-
church pastor Robert 
Jeffress. “The question 
is how can you balance 
risk with the very real 
need to worship.”

In the past two weeks 
alone, there have been 
two notable church-gov-
ernment confrontations 
in California.

Churches amid the pandemic: 
Some outbreaks, many challenges
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