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MLB rejects 114-game plan. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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W
ithout access 
to city play-
grounds for 
two months, 
Hastings area 

families are relieved to have 
that outlet once again.

That’s how Jeff Hassen-
stab, director of  the Hastings 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, described the public’s 
return to playgrounds after 
playgrounds were reopened 
Monday.

City playgrounds and out-
door equipment had been 
partitioned off with yellow 
caution tape since March 30. 
Public restrooms also were 
closed.

Public restrooms reopened 
on Monday, as well, with en-
hanced cleaning procedures.

“There’s been probably a 
slow, steady crowd on the 
playgrounds. Nothing over-
whelming,” Hassenstab said 
during an interview Tuesday 
afternoon. “The skate park 
was really busy (Monday). 
Those kids were excited to be 
out skating around. The play-
grounds, I did see some fam-
ilies using them (Monday). 
There’s kind of  a sense of  re-
lief  to get back to somewhat 
normal and something else to 
do for the kids to get outside 
and enjoy the playgrounds.”

Susan Klusman of  Hastings 
was among parents glad to 
be able to visit playgrounds 
again. She visited the Libs 

Park playground Monday 
with her 3 1/2–year-old son, 
Nolan.

She said it was rough not 
to be able to use playground 
equipment.

“We come to the playground 
a lot,” she said.

Not being able to visit play-
grounds has taken a toll, 
Klusman said.

“So, now that it has opened 
back up we’re just trying to 
be responsible about coming 
out and playing,” she said.

The novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, pandemic 
has affected quality of  life in 
Hastings over the last three 
months.

“Of  course that’s our mis-
sion — is providing the best 
quality of  life we can for the 
Hastings community,” Has-
senstab said. “When we had 
to shut them down, that’s not 
an easy decision and it’s not 
something we take lightly. On 
the flip side, when we had to 
reopen them back up again 
it’s not an easy decision and 
it’s not something we take 

lightly. We’re happy we can 
do it. We feel like bringing 
back that quality of  life for 
the community, for the res-
idents, for the kids is some-
thing that’s our mission and 
if  it can provide some type of  
getting back to normal that’s 
great. We hope to continue on 
in the future with that.”

The downward trend in vi-
rus cases played a major role 
in the Parks and Rec Depart-
ment’s decision in this initial 
reopening.

The Libs Park splash pad 
will reopen June 8. The 
Heartwell Park wading pool 
and Lincoln Park wading 
pool will be open to the pub-
lic on June 15. A decision 
on whether the Hastings 
Aquacourt water park can 
open this summer remains to 
be announced.

“For us, the skate park, 
the playgrounds and the re-
strooms were priority num-
ber one and then going from 
there,” Hassenstab said. “The 

Coming out to play
Families relieved to have 

playgrounds reopened; 
park restrooms see 
enhanced cleaning 

procedures
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City of Hastings employee Wyatt Powell sprays a disinfec-
tant in the bathrooms at Chautauqua Park Wednesday.
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Korbyn Deveny plays Monday afternoon at Chautauqua Park. The Hastings Parks and Rec-
reation Department reopened some facilities June 1 with extra safety protocols in place 
because of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19.
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As elective surgeries 

start back up after a 
temporary shutdown 
ordered by the state ear-
lier this spring, donors 
are needed to help re-
plenish blood supplies.

The American Red 
Cross has put extra 
safety measures in 
place to fight the spread 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19.

Josh Murray, regional 
communications di-
rector for the Nebras-
ka-Iowa Region of  the 
American Red Cross, 
said blood drives and 
donation centers follow 
the highest standards 
of  safety and infection 
control. Organizers 
have added more pre-
cautions to prevent the 
spread of  germs during 
the outbreak.

“We’re taking it up an-
other level to make sure 
we’re extra safe at this 
time,” he said.

Precautions include 
checking the tempera-
ture of  staff and donors 
before entering a drive, 
providing hand sani-
tizer, and increasing 
routines to disinfect sur-
faces and equipment.

Staff and donors will 
be wearing face masks, 
staff will change gloves 
often, and participants 
will be asked to follow 
social distancing prac-
tices between donors, 
including donor beds, 
waiting areas and re-

freshment tables.
The Red Cross asks 

donors to make appoint-
ments to help manage 
the flow of  donors and 
ensure social distancing 
practices are followed. 
These mitigation mea-
sures will help ensure 
staff and donor safety in 
reducing contact with 
those who may poten-
tially have coronavirus, 
or any respiratory in-
fection.

Murray said that 
many blood drives have 
been canceled over the 
last several weeks as 
regular venues such as 
churches and schools 
closed due to the coro-
navirus outbreak. De-
mand for blood also 
decreased as elective 
surgeries were put on 
hold; but as those proce-
dures are rescheduled, 
the need for blood has 
returned.

“We’ve just seen the 
supply really dwindle 
over the last week or 
two weeks,” he said. 
“We’re just trying to 
make sure we maintain 
a steady supply.”

To help with that, 
members of  the police 
and fire departments in 
the Tri-cities are host-
ing Battle of  the Badges 
blood drives next week. 
Departments will en-
gage in a friendly com-
petition to see who can 
recruit the most blood 
donors.

A total of  350 units of  
blood were collected in 
the two previous years 
of  the drive, according 
to a news release from 
the Red Cross. Donors 
will receive a commem-
orative “Battle of  the 

Blood needed as 
summer arrives

‘Battle oF the 
Badges’ Blood drives 

Being promoted By 
hastings police, 

Fire & rescue 
departments
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The city of  Hastings’ annual 
Fourth of  July concert and 
fireworks show at Brickyard 
Park has been canceled amid 
ongoing health concerns with 
the novel coronavirus dis-

ease, COVID-19, pandemic.
The city announced the de-

cision in a news release at 
noon Wednesday.

The Hastings Parks and Rec-
reation Department made the 
decision after reviewing cur-
rent state-directed health mea-
sures regarding large events.

“The current restrictions 
make hosting the event un-
achievable while following 
gathering restrictions and so-

cial distancing guidelines,” 
the news release stated.

The event normally involves 
concessions in the park be-
ginning in the late afternoon, 
an evening concert in the 
Brickyard Park amphithe-
ater, and a nighttime fire-
works show coordinated by 
the Hastings Volunteer Fire 
Department.

Plans call for the event to re-
sume as normal in 2021.

Hastings cancels Fourth of July festivities
regulations related to 
covid-19 make events 
‘unachievaBle’ this year
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After being open just 

one day, the Adams 
County Treasurer’s Of-
fice is closed again for 
another two weeks af-
ter an employee there 
tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Adams County tempo-
rarily suspended public 
access to the Treasur-
er’s Office on March 27. 
The Treasurer’s Office, 
located in the county 
courthouse, reopened 
Wednesday.

Scott Thomsen, a 
member of  the Adams 
County Board of  Su-
pervisors who chairs 
the county’s buildings, 
grounds and equip-
ment committee, said 
the courthouse was 
running like a clock on 
Wednesday.

Security personnel 
ensured there were 25 
or fewer people in all 
different areas of  the 
courthouse. They took 
temperatures of  people 

entering the courthouse 
and had water available 
for visitors, who waited 
outside the south main 
entrance for their turns 
to enter the building.

The building saw 415 
visitors on Wednes-
day— a big increase 
over the 40-100 people 
each day between mid-
March and mid-May.

“Everything just 
worked out fine,” Thom-
sen said. “Then at the 
end of  the day a test 
result came back posi-
tive.”

At the advice of  the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment, he said, the Trea-
surer’s Office will be 
closed two weeks while 
the entire department 
quarantines.

The rest of  the court-
house will remain open.

“I just don’t want peo-
ple standing out there 
and getting grumpy be-
cause they thought it 
would be open,” Thom-
sen said of  the Trea-
surer’s Office. “Maybe 
if  they knew it wasn’t 
open they wouldn’t have 
to drive up there.”

Treasurer’s Office closes 
for 2 weeks due to COVID-19

employee tests 
positive For virus
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