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Finalists for the Hast-
ings city administra-
tor position were an-
nounced Wednesday 
afternoon.

They are:
 � Lou Leone, city 

administrator in Ne-
braska City

 � Shawn Metcalf, city 
manager and CEO for 
Rawlins, Wyoming

 � Eric Rindfleisch, 
city administrator in 
Onalaska, Wisconsin

 �Matthew Schmitz, 
director of  Community 
& Economic Develop-
ment in Lansing, Kan-
sas

Search firm Baker Til-
ley reviewed 34 appli-
cations for the position. 
On Monday, members 
of  the Hastings City 
Council narrowed the 
field further from 13 
candidates to the four 
finalists.

To get to this point, 
Baker Tilley gathered 
information about the 

position. That included 
the job description as 
well as meeting with the 
council and the mayor 
to get information about 
what they are looking 
for in the next city ad-
ministrator.

Baker Tilley identified 
some of  the opportuni-
ties the winning candi-
date is going to be work-
ing with when he or she 
starts the job and then 
conducted a national 
search for a month.

The search firm devel-

oped a questionnaire re-
lated to what Hastings 
City Council members 
were looking for in a 
candidate.

Baker Tilley also con-
ducted one-way inter-
views.

The person selected 
will succeed Dave Ptak, 
who resigned in May. He 
had been on paid leave 
following the April 11 
Hastings City Council 
meeting at which point 
Kevin Johnson, who is 
the utility manager, be-

came acting city admin-
istrator.

LOU LEONE

Leone has served as 
Nebraska City city ad-
ministrator since 2020. 
Before that, Leone 
served in the same ca-
pacity in both New Lon-
don, Wisconsin, and Ki-
owa, Kansas.

Leone also previously 
worked as a patent lit-
igation paralegal for 
Kilpatrick Townsend in 
Denver.

He has a master of  

public administration 
from the University 
of  Colorado Denver, 
School of  Public Af-
fairs; and a bachelor of  
science degree in busi-
ness administration 
from Millikin Univer-
sity, Decatur, Illinois.

SHAWN METCALF

Metcalf  has worked 
as city manager/CEO 
for Rawlins, Wyoming, 
since 2020.

He was associate vice 

4 finalists for Hastings city administrator job named
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A 
new development 
on the west side 
of  Hastings will 
give owners of  
recreational 

vehicles, campers, boats, 
automobiles and other large 
items a safe place to park 
their belongings.

ALL REC Storage has bro-
ken ground on a project at 
3110 W. Second St. that own-
ers Julie and Greg Ellenwood 
of  Republican City think will 
meet a long-standing need in 
Hastings for easily accessible 
storage space for large vehi-
cles and similar-size items.

The all-steel construction 
units will be surrounded by a 

security fence, with individ-
ual security codes provided 
for user entry.

The property is on the north 
side of  West Second Street, 
just west of  the Hastings Mid-
dle School campus at 201 N. 
Marian Road. It’s the first 
new development to occur in 
the stretch of  Second Street 
between Marian Road and 
the Hastings Regional Cen-
ter property since the middle 
school was completed in 2008.

Contrary to what some 
making inquiries had sug-
gested, however, access to the 
storage units won’t require 
a boat trip into the property. 
That’s a fact the Ellenwoods 
— former Hastings residents 
— and Sean Ablott, proj-
ect general contractor, were 
quick to point out, given the 
property’s proximity to the 
wetlands situated behind the 
middle school.

“It is not in a floodplain,” 

Julie said of  the storage fa-
cility property. “To the north 
of  our lot is wetlands. We 
made sure that it is not on 
wetlands. We’ve gone to extra 
lengths to make sure we’re 
providing a top-notch facil-
ity.”

Ablott, whose company, 
Flatland Sales, is building 
the units, said the designated 
five-plus acre parcel is nei-
ther situated in a floodplain 
nor designated wetlands 
area, as some making inqui-
ries have wondered aloud.

“None of  that parcel was 
ever wetlands,” Ablott said. 
“Before the owners pur-
chased the land, they did 
their due diligence to ensure 
it was never in the floodplain. 
It never was.”

Flatland broke ground on 
the project Aug. 15 follow-
ing months of  planning with 
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The future site of the ALL REC Storage facility along Second Street west of Marian Road is 
prepared for the pouring of concrete Wednesday. This view is looking west, with the Hast-
ings Regional Center campus in the background
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OMAHA — Members 
of  one union rejected 
a tentative deal with 
the largest U.S. freight 
railroads Wednesday, 
while two ratified agree-
ments and three others 
remained at the bar-
gaining table just days 
ahead of  a strike dead-
line, threatening to in-
tensify snarls in the na-
tion’s supply chain that 
have contributed to ris-
ing prices.

About 4,900 members 
of  the International As-

sociation of  Machinists 
and Aerospace Work-
ers District 19 voted 
to reject the tentative 
agreement negotiated 
by IAM leadership with 
the railroads, the union 
said Wednesday. But 
the IAM agreed to delay 
any strike by its mem-
bers until Sept. 29 to 
allow more time for ne-
gotiations and to allow 
other unions to vote.

Railroads are trying 
to reach an agreement 
with all their other 
unions to avert a strike 
before Friday’s dead-

line. The unions aren’t 
allowed to strike before 
Friday under the fed-
eral law that governs 
railroad contract talks, 
which include BNSF, 
Union Pacific, Norfolk 
Southern, CSX, Kansas 
City Southern and the 
U.S. operations of  Cana-
dian National.

Government officials 
and a variety of  busi-
nesses are bracing for 
the possibility of  a na-
tionwide rail strike 
that would paralyze 

1 rail union rejects deal, 2 
accept ahead of strike deadline
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A worker rides a rail car at a BNSF rail crossing in Saginaw, Texas, Wednesday.
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Central Community 
College has forged an 
agreement with a fully 

online na-
tional uni-
versity 
for a new 
academic 
transfer re-
lationship 
that could 
further 
CCC stu-

dents’ educational goals.
The agreement be-

tween CCC and Western 
Governors University, 
a nonprofit institution, 
was announced in a 
news release Sept. 6.

Under the arrange-
ment, the two insti-
tutions will seek to 
develop a “seamless 
transfer of  credits” for 
CCC students graduat-
ing with associate’s de-
grees to go on and pur-
sue bachelor’s degrees 
and then possibly mas-
ter’s degrees from WGU.

Students transfer-
ring from CCC to WGU 
would be eligible for 
scholarships. The Com-
munity College Partner 
Scholarship is valued at 
up to $2,500 and would 
be applied to WHU’s 
flat-rate tuition of  about 
$3,800 per six-month 
term.

Nebraskans attending 
WGU also would be el-
igible to apply for the 
Nebraska Partnership 
Scholarship, valued at 

up to $4,000.
Finally, some students 

would qualify for the 
Nebraska Opportunity 
Grant, a needs-based 
grant offered by the 
state of  Nebraska for 
students who meet cer-
tain residency, enroll-
ment and financial need 
criteria.

Meanwhile, the state 
of  Nebraska itself  has 
made a commitment 
to Western Governors 
University, a private in-
stitution based in Mill-
creek, Utah, established 
in 1997 by the governors 
of  19 U.S. states with a 
mission to expand ac-
cess to high-quality af-
fordable higher educa-
tion online.

Gov. Pete Ricketts re-
cently signed a memo-
randum of  understand-
ing with WGU to expand 
access to affordable, 
high-quality degree pro-
grams for the estimated 
306,000 Nebraska res-
idents who have some 
college credits but no 
bachelor’s degree.

According to the mem-
orandum, Nebraska 
will collaborate with 
and promote Western 
Governors University in 
hopes of  targeting un-
derserved populations 
including dislocated 
workers, veterans and 
rural residents.

WGU, for its part, is 
to work with local em-
ployers and employer 
organizations to ad-
dress workforce needs 
throughout the state.

CCC President Matt 
Gotschall said the col-
lege’s relationship with 

CCC partnering with 
online university for 
academic transfers
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