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Hawkettes win top-five battle over Panthers. - B1
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weather
35
21

TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy. 
Winds could gust as high as 35 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy, then 
gradually becoming clear.
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The Imperial Mall was 

sold to a Scottsbluff real 
estate group Nov. 15, 
2019, following an on-
line auction that ended 
in late October.

Cheema Investments 
LLC holds the deed to the 
33.5-acre, multi-parcel 
property after purchas-
ing it for $340,000, accord-
ing to the Adams County 
Assessor’s website.

Cheema Investments 
is working with Perry 
Reid Properties, a prop-
erty management and 
development company 

based in Lincoln. Craig 
Reid, president of  Perry 
Reid Properties, said 
Perry Reid has worked 
with Cheema Invest-
ments before and was 
brought in to determine 
options for the location.

“We’ve got to sit down 
and figure out what 
we’re going to do,” Reid 
said. “We just step in to 
help them decide what 
they’ve got and what 
they could possibly do 
with it.”

Perry Reid Proper-
ties currently owns two 
apartment complexes 
in Hastings: California 
Pines at 418 S. Califor-
nia Ave. and Regency 
Heights at 1040 S. Wa-
bash Ave.

Use of mall 
property 
unknown
Buyers in scottsBluff 

working with  
developer in lincoln

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

The Imperial Mall, shown Oct. 10, 2019, was sold 
for $340,000 to Cheema Investments LLC, based 
in Scottsbluff on Nov. 15.

chester woman’s pencil 
carvings get millions of 
views on instagram page
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C
HESTER — As the 
final hours of  2019 
counted down, Cindy 
Chinn watched views 
on Instagram of  a 

short film she did with Dis-
ney get closer and closer to 2 
million.

The 87-second video depicts 
the process Chinn, a Chester 
artist, goes through carving 
wood and graphite to make fig-
urines from pencils — includ-
ing using a microscope. 

The filming was part of  the 
Disney Art Workshop series.

Trains are Chinn’s most com-
mon pencil carvings, but for 
Disney she made Rapunzel and 
Pascal carvings from the movie 
“Tangled.”

Chinn filmed in August, but 
Disney posted the video to its 
social media on Saturday. The 
video had 1 million views on 
Disney’s Instagram page within 
24 hours and reached 2 million 
views on New Year’s Eve.

“It’s just an amazing re-
sponse,” Chinn said.

Producers of  the Disney Art 
Workshop series found Chinn 
through her Etsy profile.

“They saw my pencils and 
said ‘I wonder if  she could do a 
pencil of  one of  the princesses?’ 
” she said.

When she first was ap-
proached by Disney, Chinn 
— who works in a variety of  
media — wanted to do a “Lion 
King” pencil carving because 
she worked on the “Lion King” 
video game.

Disney asked Chinn to carve 
a Rapunzel pencil because in 
“Tangled” Rapunzel is an art-
ist.

“I was like ‘Yeah. I’ll do Ra-
punzel. No problem,’ ” she said. 
“I had never done Rapunzel be-
fore.”

Each pencil takes Chinn about 
30 hours to complete. Having 
never carved a Disney prin-
cess before, Chinn had to 
go through a lot of  trial and 

Disney partners with area artist

COURTESY

Chester artist Cindy Chinn films a short video for Disney while making one of her pencil 
carvings.

COURTESY

Chester artist Cindy Chinn carves a pencil sculpture of Ra-
punzel from the movie “Tangled” for a Disney short film.

teachers renew push 
to get protection 

from unruly students

Staff and wire
LINCOLN — A group 

representing Nebraska 
public-school teach-
ers is pushing once 
again for a state law 
that would allow edu-
cators to physically re-
strain violent students 
who pose an imminent 
threat.

The Nebraska State 
Education Association 
released a survey of  
its members Thursday 
in which teachers re-
ported getting bruises, 
cuts, torn ligaments, 
a broken nose and 
concussions from stu-
dents. 

At least one educator 

said she was hit in the 
stomach while preg-
nant, according to the 
survey.

“We are urging state 
lawmakers to work with 
us to address this cri-
sis of  violent student 
behavior,” said Jenni 
Benson, president of  
NSEA, in Thursday’s 
news release. “We need 
additional mental and 
behavioral health re-
sources for our stu-
dents, and we need 
statewide clarity re-
garding when and how 
school staff can inter-
vene to protect them-
selves and their stu-
dents,”

The group repeatedly 
has asked lawmakers 
for legal protections 
over the last few years, 
but the measures have 

stalled. Opponents ar-
gue that such a law 
could be used dispro-
portionately against mi-
nority students and stu-
dents with disabilities. 
School administrators 
have previously raised 
concerns about such 
proposals, as well.

One bill, LB147, is on 
the docket for the 2020 
legislative session. The 
bill intends to provide 
provisions that allow 
school administrators 
or teachers to physi-
cally restrain students 
if  the student acts vio-
lently or destructively. 
The bill protects teach-
ers from legal action 
or administrative disci-
pline, if  the teacher acts 
in a “reasonable man-
ner.”

The bill also lets teach-

ers remove students 
from their classrooms, 
and the teacher must 
consent for the student 
to return to the class-
room later.

LB147 is pending in 
the Legislature. It could 
be debated during the 
session that starts 
Wednesday, but its pros-
pects are unclear.

The bill defines phys-
ical restraint as hold-
ing a student’s hands, 
wrists or torso and 
specifically excludes 
the use of  mechanical 
devices or binding stu-
dents to an object.

LB147 was intro-
duced by state Sen. 
Mike Groene of  North 
Platte. Groene submit-
ted a similar bill ago 
three years, but that bill 
failed.

NSEA survey details violent behavior 

The Associated Press
BAGHDAD  — The 

Pentagon said Thursday 
that the U.S. military 
has killed Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, the head of  
Iran’s elite Quds Force, 
at the direction of  Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

An airstrike killed 
Soleimani, architect of  
Iran’s regional security 
apparatus, at Baghdad’s 
international airport 
Friday, Iranian state 
television and three 
Iraqi officials said, an 
attack that’s expected to 
draw severe Iranian re-
taliation against Israel 
and American interests.

The Defense Depart-
ment said Soleimani 
“was actively devel-
oping plans to attack 
American diplomats 
and service members in 
Iraq and throughout the 
region.” It also accused 
Soleimani of  approving 
the attacks on the U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad 
earlier this week. 

A statement released 
late Thursday by the 
Pentagon said the strike 
on Soleimani “was aimed 
at deterring future Ira-
nian attack plans.”

The strike also killed 
Abu Mahdi al-Mu-
handis, deputy com-
mander of  Iran-backed 

militias in Iraq known 
as the Popular Mobili-
zation Forces, or PMF, 
Iraqi officials said. The 
PMF media arm said the 
two were killed in an 
American airstrike that 
targeted their vehicle on 
the road to the airport. 

Citing a Revolutionary 
Guard statement, Iranian 
state television said Solei-
mani was “martyred” 
in an attack by U.S. heli-
copters near the airport, 
without elaborating. 

Their deaths are a po-
tential turning point in 
the Middle East and if  
the U.S. carried them 
out, it represents a dras-
tic change for American 
policy toward Iran after 
months of  tensions. 

Tehran shot down a 
U.S. military surveil-
lance drone and seized 
oil tankers. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. blames Iran for 
a series of  attacks tar-
geting tankers, as well 
as a September assault 
on Saudi Arabia’s oil in-
dustry that temporarily 
halved its production.

The tensions take root 
in Trump’s decision in 
May 2018 to withdraw 
the U.S. from Iran’s nu-
clear deal with world 
powers, struck under his 
predecessor.

Iran’s top general 
killed in airstrike 
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