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TODAY Sunny. North wind 5-10 
mph becoming east.

$1.75 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Clear. East-southeast 
wind 5-10 mph.
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Members of  Hastings 
Fire and Rescue and the 
Hastings Police Depart-
ment feel the agencies 
have strengthened their 
bond even more with 
the Battle of  the Badges 
blood drive, now in its 
third year.

The annual blood 
drive was held Friday at 
the Adams County Fair-
grounds.

Police Capt. Mike 
Doremus said the 
friendly competition 
provides another activ-
ity for the agencies to 
partake in together.

“Over the last five 
years, the fire depart-
ment and police have 
gotten a lot closer,” he 
said. “This just helps 
build those relation-
ships there and with the 
community.”

Assistant Fire Chief  
Troy Vorderstrasse said 
officers and firefight-
ers tease one another in 
good fun, which makes 
the event more enjoy-
able for everyone in-
volved.

To add to the stakes of  
the contest, this year’s 
losing agency will have 
to cook a meal for the 
winners. They also will 

bear the traveling tro-
phy made for the com-
petition last year.

Vorderstrasse ordered 
a championship belt 
to use as a trophy in 
2020, hoping to repeat 
their first-year victory. 
When the police ended 
up with more donations 
last year, the trophy 
went home with them 
and Fire Chief  Brad 
Starling had to wash Po-
lice Chief  Adam Story’s 
vehicle.

Vorderstrasse said the 
firefighters wanted to 
win the belt back this 
year.

But no matter who 

wins when the final 
tally is made, both or-
ganizations agree they 
want to collect more 
donations than Grand 
Island and Kearney, 
which had similar blood 
drives on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Hastings 
won last year’s Tri-Cit-
ies competition.

No matter the result, 
Vorderstrasse said, the 
real benefit is in making 
blood available for peo-
ple who need it.

“All in all, it’s about 
providing the commu-
nity with what’s needed 

Blood drive brings police, firefighters closer
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Danielle Wahl donates blood Friday during 
the Battle of the Badges blood drive at Adams 
County Fairgrounds.
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G
retchen Hollman 
Lainson, who grew 
up in Minden, moved 
to Hastings to attend 
college, then led a 

life of  leadership and service to 
her adopted com-
munity, is being 
remembered by 
friends and admir-
ers for her gener-
osity and grace.

Lainson died 
June 4 at her home 
on University 
Street, where she 

had lived since 1939. At age 105, 
she had been the oldest living 
alumna of  Hastings College.

She assigned herself  the titles 
of  wife, mother, homemaker 
and community volunteer. 
Those whose lives she touched 
are memorializing her for her 
kindness, her courtesy, her in-
tellect, her elegance, her hospi-
tality, her positive nature, and 
her lifelong love for and support 
of  the arts and humanities.

They are remembering her as 
a beautiful example of  what it 
means to lead by serving oth-
ers, and for her way of  lifting 
and encouraging those she met 

— especially young women — 
through the gifts of  correspon-
dence and conversation.

“When you think about 
Gretchen Lainson, one word 
comes to mind: ‘Gracious,’ ” 
said Phil Dudley, president 
emeritus of  Hastings College, 
who had known Lainson and 
her late husband, Hastings busi-
ness leader Hal Lainson, since 
his own arrival at the college as 
a young faculty member in 1973.

In 1996, she received an inau-
gural award for distinguished 
service from the YWCA of  Ad-
ams County, in which she was 
active for many years. The 
Gretchen Hollman Lainson 
Award continues to be awarded 
to this day, but not every year.

Laura Stutte, executive direc-
tor of  the YWCA, has known 
Lainson throughout her eight-
year tenure with the organiza-
tion, which through its many 
programs and projects seeks to 
empower women and girls and 
eliminate racism in Hastings 
and around the world.

Stutte said Lainson not only 
gave leadership to the orga-
nization and its projects, but 
through her personal inter-
actions was a source of  great 
encouragement to women 
throughout the Hastings area.

“She was always one of  the 
role models women looked up to 
in our community,” Stutte said.

A Celebration of  Life service is 

Model of grace
GRETCHEN HOLLMAN LAINSON, 

ADMIRED CIVIC LEADER AND 
ARTS ADVOCATE, DIED JUNE 4 

AT AGE 105
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Gretchen Hollman Lainson is photographed in her wedding dress in 1938.
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After the pandemic 
forced Vacation Bible 
School to become a vir-
tual event in 2020, stu-
dents at First St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church were 
more than ready to come 
back this week after a 
year off.

For the Rev. Joel Rem-
mers, pastor of  the con-
gregation, VBS also 
was a time to shed the 
“COVID beard” he has 
been growing since the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, disrupted 
life for the congregation 
and community starting 

in March 2020.
VBS students got to help 

Remmers get rid of  the 
beard on Friday as a re-
ward for their generosity 
in sponsoring a Guatema-
lan child in need of  sup-
port.

Throughout the week, 
the students raised by 
drinking lemonade and 
giving $1 donations to 
help sponsor the student 
through Compassion In-
ternational. Adding up 
the total before the end of  
the day Friday, the group 
was a little more than $4 
short, but one student 
was willing to give up $4 
of  his own money to go 

toward the cause, which 
more than pleased the 
pastor.

“That was the sweetest 
thing you will ever see,” 
Remmers said. “In order 
to make sure that we can 
sponsor one of  those kids 
through Compassion In-
ternational, we had this 
lemonade stand and if  
the kids brought in a $1 
donation, they can stop 
by between classes and 
drink as much lemonade 
as they wanted to. As a 
result of  that, we raised 
$452, but to sponsor a stu-
dent through Compassion 

First St. Paul’s pastor shaves ‘COVID 
beard’ after VBS kids raise over $456
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The Rev. Joel Remmers of First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church talks Fri-
day about his decision to grow a “COVID beard” over the past year.
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