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TODAY Increasing clouds. West 
wind 5-10 mph becoming north.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of snow 
after midnight. An inch possible.

Details, page A5 Art by Carsyn Chandler
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C
ity Administrator 
Dave Ptak offered 
a red plastic fire 
helmet to Troy 
Vorderstrasse as 

he was sworn into his new 
role as assistant fire chief  
for Hastings Fire and Rescue 
on Thursday at Lincoln Park 
Fire Station.

“I’ve waited a long time for 
this,” Ptak said.

Ptak said the offering was 
reminiscent of  a multi-direc-
tional hat Vorderstrasse had 
given Ptak when he became 
city administrator. The hat 
could display Ptak’s previ-
ous role of  city attorney or 
be turned backward to reflect 
his new position as city ad-
ministrator.

Hastings Fire and Rescue 
celebrated Vorderstrasse’s 
promotion with the formal 
ceremony during which the 
new assistant chief  swore an 
oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion, Nebraska laws and city 
ordinances. City Clerk Kim 
Jacobitz administered the 
oath.

Vorderstrasse’s wife, Lori, 
pinned a new badge on his 
uniform — another tradition 
of  the fire department.

Fire Chief  Brad Starling 
said it is important to have 
firefighters sworn in pub-
licly since it is an official oath 
they uphold — a statement 
of  purpose and a promise to 

serve the community. Swear-
ing an oath in public brings 
accountability to the fire de-
partment and ensures that 
the community’s trust in the 
department continues.

“Today’s ceremony is more 
than just a tradition,” he 
said.

Mayor Corey Stutte re-
flected on an interview 
Vorderstrasse had with city 
leaders seeking a new fire 
chief  in 2018.

“He was asked what sets 
you apart,” Stutte said. “He 
said, ‘I know the employees. 
I know the crews, and I know 
the station.’ ”

He said Vorderstrasse 
brings great institutional 
knowledge of  the department 
to the position.

Vorderstrasse began serv-
ing as a volunteer for the fire 

department in 1992 before 
being hired as a full-time 
firefighter in 1994. He was 
promoted to the position of  
lieutenant in 2003 and then 
fire prevention officer in 2017.

Stutte also thanked Vorder-
strasse’s family members for 
their sacrifice.

“Thank you for sharing 
him,” Stutte said.

After the ceremony, Vorder-
strasse thanked his family 
for their patience as he was 
called away from birthday 
parties or sporting events 
during his 28-year career.

“They’re the heroes in it be-
cause they miss out on a lot,” 
he said.

Vorderstrasse said he en-
joys working for the city, but 
the real reason he’s stayed 

A promise to serve
VORDERSTRASSE SWORN IN 
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Lori Vorderstrasse pins on her husband Troy’s new badge 
during his swearing-in ceremony for his promotion to as-
sistant fire chief Thursday at the Lincoln Park Fire Station.
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As work continues 
to transform Hastings 
Public Schools’ Mor-
ton building into a pre-
school and district of-
fice, the district plans to 
hire an assistant direc-
tor of  special education 
to help plan with the 
transition and oversee 
services for the young-
est students.

Kandance Garwood, 
HPS director of  special 
education, gave a pre-
sentation about the new 
position at the Hastings 
Board of  Education 
work session on Thurs-
day.

The position would fo-
cus on the district’s stu-
dents from birth to age 
5. Garwood said all of  
Hastings’ peer districts 
have such a position, as 
do many nearby smaller 
districts.

Hastings Public 
Schools currently has 
three preschool class-
rooms at Alcott, three 
preschool classrooms 
at Hawthorne and two 

preschool classrooms at 
Lincoln.

Each classroom has a 
teacher and paraedu-
cator.

Morning sessions are 
primarily for 3-year-
olds. Afternoon sessions 
are primarily for 4-year-
olds.

This school year, the 
district has 170 pre-
school students, al-
though Garwood said 
that number is usually 
closer to 200.

In addition to pre-
school, the district also 
provides services for 
about 80 children in the 
birth to 3-year-old range 
and 14 children in the 
Sixpence program for 
teen parents.

Right now about 45% 
of  preschool students 
receive special educa-
tion services.

According to the rules 
and regulations the dis-
trict follows when it 
comes to special educa-
tion, the ratio of  special 
education students has 

HPS looking to hire 
administrator for 
programs for 0-5
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Hastings’ Downtown 
Center Association is 
asking the public to join 
in a Food Fight in order 
to raise money to buy 
groceries for area resi-
dents in need.

Tammy Orthmann, di-
rector of  the organiza-
tion, said the idea origi-
nated a couple years ago 
when she was bringing 
donated food from a 
Christmas party to the 
Hastings Food Pantry. 
While interacting with 
the pantry, she realized 

the constant need for 
the hungry in Hastings.

She said the Down-
town Center Associa-
tion decided to pursue 
the food fight because 
the food pantry has 
been stretched thin as 
a result of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

“We wanted to do 
something to give 
back,” she said. “With 
the pandemic and being 
mid-winter, I’m sure the 
need is the greatest it 
has been. It could really 
impact a lot of  people.”

Instead of  asking for 
donations of  canned 
goods or other foods, she 
said, organizers opted 
for cash donations in 
order to best serve the 
Hastings Food Pantry. 
Customers at participat-
ing businesses can do-
nate their change toward 
the cause. Funds raised 
then can be used to tar-
get food areas where the 
pantry is short.

Another goal in asking 
for monetary donations 
is to leverage the buy-
ing power of  larger gro-
cery stores. Orthmann 

said Allen’s of  Hastings 
and Russ’s Market will 
be in charge of  purchas-
ing the requested sup-
plies for the food pantry. 
As grocers, they will be 
able to make purchases 
at a lower cost.

Splitting the down-
town area at Second 
Street, organizers have 
created a friendly ri-
valry between the north 
and south sides of  the 
area. Donations will be 
collected at participat-
ing businesses through 
Feb. 14, when the two 
sides will compare 

numbers and see who 
came out on top.

The north side busi-
nesses include Bath 
Bliss Gifts, Bockstadter 
and Glen Law, Imperial 
Jewelers, and Special 
Scoops. Russ’s will be 
making the food pur-
chases for the north side.

The south side busi-
nesses include Allo 
Communications, Avani 
Day Spa, Calico Cottage, 
First Street Brewery, 
LC Gifts, Queen City 
Interiors, and Wynk 
Boutique. Allen’s will 
be buying food for the 

south side.
Overall, Orthmann 

said that given the level 
of  participation in past 
events, she believes the 
downtown businesses 
and area customers will 
step up and help out 
needy people in the city.

“I’m very proud of  the 
participation that we’ve 
had in our events,” she 
said.

For more information, 
visit www.hastings-
downtown.com or the 
Hastings Downtown 
Center Association’s 
Facebook page.

Food Fight pits north against south in downtown war on hunger
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Troy Vorderstrasse is sworn in as assistant fire chief by Kim Jacobitz Thursday at the Lin-
coln Park Fire Station.
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The South Heart-
land Health District’s 
COVID-19 risk dial 
reading for this week 
dropped again within 
the “elevated” zone as 
vaccinations of  senior 
citizens continued.

The risk dial reading, 
which is updated once 
per week on Wednes-
days, dropped to 2.2 
from 2.4 for the previ-
ous week, the district 
health department said 
in a news release.

The new reading is to-
ward the low end of  the 
elevated zone, which is 
color-coded orange and 
includes readings of  2-3 
on the dial.

The dial, which as-
sesses danger associ-
ated with further lo-
cal spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, is based on 
various metrics related 
to movement of  the vi-
rus in local communi-

ties and related testing, 
tracing and treatment 
capacities.

The dial has four 
zones: Low risk (zero to 
1), moderate (1-2), ele-
vated (2-3) and severe (3-
4). The South Heartland 
reading has bounced 
around within the or-
ange zone for several re-
cent weeks but now has 
dropped for a second 
consecutive week.

In Wednesday’s news 
release, Michele Bever, 
the district health de-
partment executive di-
rector, credited the cur-
rent downward trend in 
daily tallies of  new con-
firmed cases as a key 
factor in the risk read-
ing’s decline.

“The main driver for 
this drop is the 14-day 
average of  new daily 
cases, which decreased 
to 32 per 100,000 for the 
week ending Jan. 30,” 
Bever said.

COVID-19 risk dial
reading dips again
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