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Mahomes and Chiefs face biggest COVID-19 scare to date. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. South wind 10-15 
mph, with 20 mph gusts.
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In an email sent 
Wednesday afternoon 
to city staff, as well as 
local media, Mayor Co-
rey Stutte confirmed he 
contracted COVID-19, 
but stated he is no lon-
ger contagious.

He wrote that he has 
been out of  quarantine 
since Sept. 29.

“My family had 
COVID-19,” he wrote. 
“It started with what I 
thought was my usual 
fall ragweed voice 
change, headaches and 
minor fatigue, which I 

just thought was stress 
related. Then a fog 
set in. Two and a half  
weeks ago the really 
bad symptoms started 
and we went into quar-
antine. We weren’t 
sure if  it was the flu or 
COVID, but discovered 
it was COVID.”

Stutte experienced 
that fog while presiding 
over the Sept. 14 Hast-
ings City Council meet-
ing, making concentra-
tion difficult.

He wrote in a fol-
low-up email to the 
Tribune that his wife, 
Laura, experienced the 
same symptoms.

He was in quarantine 
during the council’s 
Sept. 28 meeting, which 
Council President Paul 
Hamelink led.

“Luckily, our fevers 

broke and we were able 
to come out of  quaran-
tine after consulting 
with the health depart-
ment — again, we are 
not contagious,” Stutte 
wrote. “We’ve been told 
that we will experience 
shortness of  breath, fa-
tigue and fogginess for 
a while and I’m here to 
reiterate that this vi-
rus should not be taken 
lightly.”

He wrote that, to his 
knowledge, no other 
city officials have tested 
positive.

He stated it has been 
203 days since the first 
case of  COVID-19, the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, was announced in 
the Hastings commu-
nity.

“Over the past 29 
weeks, we’ve been 

through a lot,” he wrote. 
“We’ve been through a 
first wave of  COVID-19 
with changes to oper-
ations and we’ve seen 
somewhat of  a return to 
normal. Unfortunately, 
it appears we are in a 
second wave and I want 
to reiterate that we are 
in a battle.”

From his firsthand ex-
perience, Stutte wrote, 
he knows the viral in-
fection is nothing to 
take lightly.

“The reason I want 
to share this with you 
is that as we head into 
this second wave, it is 
important that every-
one carefully monitors 
their symptoms and 
continues to practice 
social distancing, wear 

Mayor announces he had COVID-19
STUTTE ENCOURAGES 
PUBLIC TO CONTINUE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING, 

WEARING MASKS, 
WASHING HANDS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune/

Mayor Corey Stutte speaks March 19 at the City 
Building during a news conference addressing 
the first case of COVID-19 in Adams County.

WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

RED CLOUD — Webster County is 
looking for a new county attorney fol-
lowing the resignation of  Sara Bock-
stadter.

Webster County Clerk Liz Petsch 
said the county’s Board of  Commis-
sioners accepted Bockstadter’s resig-
nation on Tuesday during the group’s 
meeting.

Petsch said the commissioners re-
gretted the decision, but accepted it. 
Bockstadter didn’t provide a reason 
for the departure.

Webster County District Judge Ste-
phen Illingworth appointed Franklin 
County Attorney Henry Schenker to 
act as interim county attorney until 
the board can find a replacement.

Schenker also has a private law 
practice with offices in Franklin, Hil-
dreth, Alma and Oxford.

Petsch said the board will publish ad-
vertising for the position for two weeks 
and accept applications through Nov. 
1. She said the board might be able to 
approve a new attorney for the posi-
tion at its Nov. 3 meeting.

Bockstadter was hired as Webster 
County Attorney in July 2012 to re-
place Jerry McDole, who retired. She 
was elected to the position in 2014 and 
was re-elected in 2018.

She also served as Nuckolls County 
Attorney from 2015-18.

Bockstadter maintains a private law 
practice in Hastings.

Webster County 
attorney resigns
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Two more residents of  the four-
county South Heartland Health Dis-
trict have lost their battle with the 
novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19.

In a news release Wednesday night, 
the district health department re-
ported the deaths of  a man in his 70s 
and a man in his 60s. Both men lived 
in Adams County.

The man in his 70s had underlying 
medical conditions and no known ex-
posure to a positive case of  the viral 
infection.

The man in his 60s had underlying 
medical conditions and was hospital-
ized.

To date, 14 South Heartland res-
idents — all from Adams County 
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SALT LAKE CITY 
— Vice President Mike 
Pence defended the 
Trump administra-
tion’s handling of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
that has killed more 
than 210,000 Americans 
Wednesday night, while 
his Democratic chal-
lenger, Kamala Harris, 
condemned “the great-
est failure of  any presi-
dential administration” 
during a largely civil de-
bate dominated by the 

coronavirus.
With the virus sweep-

ing through the highest 
levels of  government 
and Trump just days out 
of  the hospital, Pence 
acknowledged that “our 
nation’s gone through 
a very challenging time 
this year.”

But he added, “I want 
the American people to 
know, from the very first 
day, President Trump 
has put the health of  
America first.” He prom-
ised millions of  doses of  
a yet-to-be-announced 
treatment before the end 
of  the year.

Harris assailed 
Trump’s consistent 
downplaying of  the pan-
demic’s threat, insisting 
she would not take a vac-
cine if  the Republican 
president endorsed it 
without the backing of  
medical professionals.

“Frankly this admin-
istration has forfeited 
their right to reelec-
tion based on this,” she 
charged.

Less than four weeks 

before Election Day, 
Republicans hoped the 
debate might give the 
Trump-Pence ticket 
a final opportunity to 
help reset a contest 
that could be slipping 
away. His poll numbers 
sagging, the president, 
with Pence at his side, 
is struggling to stabilize 
the nation in the midst 
of  multiple crises as 
more than a dozen se-
nior officials across the 
White House, the Penta-
gon and inside his cam-
paign have been infected 
by the virus he claimed 
would disappear.

There were heated ex-
changes at times, but 
overall the debate was 
a far more respectful 
affair than the open-
ing presidential debate 
eight days earlier when 
Trump was the aggres-
sor, butting in and al-
most yelling. Pence in-
terrupted at times, too, 
but nothing like Trump 
had.

The prime-time meet-
ing in Salt Lake City el-

evated two candidates 
with presidential aspira-
tions of  their own who 
may be asked to step 
into the presidency even 
before the end of  the 
next term. Health ques-
tions loom over Presi-
dent Donald Trump, 74, 
who is recovering from 
the coronavirus, and 
77-year-old Joe Biden, 
who would be the oldest 
U.S. president ever.

Republicans desper-
ately want to cast the 
race as a choice between 
two candidates fighting 
to move the country in 
vastly different direc-
tions. Biden and Harris, 
they say, would pursue 
a far-left agenda bor-
dering on socialism; the 
Democrats say Trump’s 
administration will 
stoke racial and other 
divides, torpedo health 
care for people who ar-
en’t wealthy and other-
wise undercut national 
strength.

But so long as the 

Pence, Harris spar over virus
VICE PRESIDENT 
DEFENDS TRUMP 

ADMINISTRATION’S 
HANDLING OF THE 
PANDEMIC, WHILE 

DEMOCRATIC 
CHALLENGER CONDEMNS 
‘THE GREATEST FAILURE 

OF ANY PRESIDENTIAL 
ADMINISTRATION’

JUSTIN SULLIVAN/AP

Vice President Mike Pence listens as Democratic vice presidential candidate Kamala Harris speaks 
during the vice presidential debate Wednesday at Kingsbury Hall on the campus of the University of 
Utah in Salt Lake City.
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2 more Adams 
County residents 
dead from virus

RISK DIAL READING RISES AGAIN 
WITHIN ORANGE ZONE

SEE COUNTY/page A3


