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Silver Lake falls in district finals. - B1

Monday, March 1, 2021

weather

48

28

TODAY Sunny. West wind 5-10 
mph becoming east-southeast.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 5-10 mph.
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A
lyssa Ferguson 
of  Harvard is 
looking forward 
to prom this year 
after missing out 

on the high school social 
event last year due to health 
restrictions put in place to 

curb the spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease.

With her school set to host 
this year’s event, she is ready 
to have the chance to spend 
time with friends and have 
fun.

To find a dress for the event, 
she went to the YWCA of  
Adams County’s Gowns for 
Good that kicked off Satur-
day. Gowns for Good offers 
formal dresses for $30 each, 
significantly less than most 
other outlets.

“I think it’s really cool for 
girls to not have to spend a 
ton of  money on a dress, es-
pecially because they are 
usually only used one night,” 
Ferguson said.

The program gives second 
life to dresses that otherwise 
may only have seen a single 
use before being buried in a 
closet and forgotten.

Laura Stutte, executive di-
rector at the YWCA, said 

Gowns for Good
YWCA OFFERS 

AFFORDABLE DRESS  

OPTIONS FOR PROM

AMY ROH/Tribune

Delaney Choate (left) and Miranda Vizoso shop for prom dresses at YWCA’s Gowns for 
Good Sunday.
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Watson Elementary 
fourth-grade teacher 
Hannah Vacek has her 
students ready to cele-
brate Nebraska’s 154th 
birthday on Monday. 
Her class has been 
studying the state’s his-
tory recently, and on 
Friday, part of  that his-
tory visited the school 
in person.

Well, sort of.
On Friday, Hast-

ings Sodbuster mas-
cot Buster visited the 
fourth-grade class to 
join in a discussion of  
the historical context 
for the city’s Expedition 

League baseball team’s 
nickname.

“Last chapter was 
about the Oregon Trail 
and westward expan-
sion, and it’s led us to 
talking about early set-
tlers in Nebraska,” Va-
cek said. “Part of  being 
a pioneer on the plains 
— there weren’t a lot of  
resources and trees to 
build homes, so that’s 
where sodbusters came 
into place; they built 
houses made of  sod.

“We don’t get to do field 
trips this year, so we 
needed something fun.”

Vacek and her teach-
ing partner Carla By-
rnes came up with the 

idea of  asking Sod-
busters’ General Man-
ager Scott Galusha to 
take part in the history 
lesson while also get-
ting to talk to the stu-
dents about the team.

“(Byrnes) just said, 
‘I just happen to know 
the owner; what if  we 
had the Sodbuster come 
in?’ ” Vacek said. “She 
reached out, and then 
within a week they were 
like, ‘Yeah, let’s do it.’ ”

Galusha, who himself  
is a teacher in Grand 
Island, joined the class 
via Zoom and talked to 
the class about how the 
team wound up with the 
Sodbusters nickname, 

while Buster repre-
sented the team in the 
classroom.

“I didn’t tell them who 
it was going to be; I just 
said that we were going 
to have a guest speaker 
and that it would be rel-
evant with what we’ve 
been learning, so have 
the background knowl-
edge to ask questions,” 
Vacek said.

After discussing the 
early settlers and the 
way the baseball team 
tries to incorporate 
the state’s history, the 
kids got to ask the real, 
hard-hitting questions.

Sodbuster mascot puts fun in history

NICK BLASNITZ/Tribune

Watson Elementary fourth-grade teacher Hannah 
Vacek speaks to her class about the origin of the 
Hastings Sodbusters’ nickname Friday in Hastings.
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A Hastings police officer 
shot an armed man Sat-
urday while attempting 
to take him into custody 
in the 200 block of  North 
Laird Avenue.

The incident is being in-
vestigated by the Nebraska 
State Patrol. By Sunday 
evening, neither the in-
jured man’s identity nor 
his condition had been an-
nounced.

The Hastings Police Depart-
ment referred all questions 
to an NSP spokesman, who 
didn’t return messages from 
the Tribune Sunday seeking 
updated information.

Several law enforce-
ment vehicles, including 
HPD and Adams County 
Sheriff’s Office vehicles, 
remained on the scene at 

least into Saturday eve-
ning. The Burlington Bub-
bles Car Wash, 2308 W. 
Second St., just west of  the 
West Second Best Stop con-
venience store, was sur-
rounded with yellow cau-
tion tape.

According to an initial 
news release from HPD is-
sued at 4 p.m. Saturday, of-
ficers were in the area of  
Third Street and Laird Ave-
nue about 1:04 p.m. and rec-
ognized a man who had a 
warrant out for his arrest.

Officers attempted to 
make contact with the 
wanted individual, and he 
fled on foot. The foot chase 
ended behind a business 
in the 200 block of  North 
Laird Avenue.

The officers attempted 
to take the subject into 
custody, but the man was 

armed and shots were fired 
by Hastings police, injuring 
the man.

Immediately following the 
gunfire, officers provided 
medical treatment until 
Hastings Fire and Rescue 
arrived on scene.

The subject was trans-
ported to Mary Lanning 
Healthcare. His condition 
was unknown as of  the 
time of  the news release.

The police said there 
was no ongoing risk to the 
safety of  the community.

Officers involved will be 
placed on administrative 
leave pending results of  an 
internal investigation. NSP 
was called in to investigate 
the incident as an outside 
agency.

The names of  the officers 
were not released Satur-
day.

Armed man shot by police trying to take him into custody

AMY ROH/Tribune

Emergency personnel tend to an armed man who was shot while 
fleeing police behind businesses on Second Street and Laird Ave-
nue Saturday.
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WASHINGTON — 
The U.S. is getting a 
third vaccine to pre-
vent COVID-19, as the 
Food and Drug Ad-
ministration on Satur-
day cleared a Johnson 
& Johnson shot that 
works with just one 
dose instead of  two.

Nearly 4 million doses 
of  the newest COVID-19 
vaccine will be shipped 
Sunday night, and will 
begin to be delivered 
to states for injections 
starting on Tuesday.

The White House said 
the entire stockpile of  
the newly approved 
single-dose Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine will go 
out immediately. J&J 
will deliver about 16 
million more doses by 
the end of  March and 
100 million total by the 
end of  June, but the 
distribution would be 
backloaded.

Though the new shot 
is easier to administer 
and requires only one 
dose, the administration 
is not altering its distri-
bution plans.

The White House is 
encouraging Ameri-
cans to take the first 
dose available to them, 
regardless of  manufac-

turer.
Health experts are 

anxiously awaiting a 
one-and-done option to 
help speed vaccinations, 
as they race against a 
virus that already has 
killed more than 510,000 
people in the U.S. and 
is mutating in increas-
ingly worrisome ways.

The FDA said J&J’s 
vaccine offers strong 
protection against what 
matters most: serious 
illness, hospitaliza-
tions and death. One 
dose was 85% protec-
tive against the most se-
vere COVID-19 illness, 
in a massive study that 
spanned three conti-
nents — protection that 
remained strong even in 
countries such as South 
Africa, where the vari-
ants of  most concern 
are spreading.

“This is really good 
news,” Dr. Francis Col-
lins, director of  the 
National Institutes of  
Health, told The Asso-
ciated Press Saturday. 
“The most important 
thing we can do right 
now is to get as many 
shots in as many arms 
as we can.”

J&J initially is provid-
ing a few million doses 
and shipments to states. 

J&J’s 1-dose shot 
cleared, giving U.S. 
3rd COVID-19 vaccine
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