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 Kenesaw beats Giltner in regular season finale. - B1

Friday, October 25, 2019

weather
55
33

TODAY Sunny. South-southwest 
wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. South wind 5-10 
mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Leopoldo Cabrera
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I
n the more than two 
months Tara Ogren and 
Robin Ginn have been 
on the job, they have 
become integral to Hast-

ings Utilities’ operations.
As accounting manager for 

the city of  Hast-
ings, Ginn over-
sees accounting 
for Hastings Util-
ities. She started 
Aug. 5, working 
closely with city 
finance director 
Roger Nash and 
six others in the city finance 
department.

Ogren has worked since July 
15 as process financial analyst 
for Hastings Utilities, working 
closely with the finalization 
of  the city’s solar field project 
near the Hastings Municipal 
Airport.

She gave tours during a rib-

bon cutting and open house 
for the solar project on Oct. 3. 
The solar panels were ener-
gized in September.

Both women were intro-
duced to the Hastings Utility 
Board during the board’s Aug. 
8 meeting.

“Tara’s gotten involved in a 
lot of  different projects, a lot 
of  different initiatives,” HU 
manager Kevin Johnson said 

during a recent interview. 
“The solar one primarily, the 
cost of  service study; we’re 
doing a couple of  other analyt-
ics with our cleaning services 
and integrated resource plan 
study, which is taking on how 
we’re sourcing our energy. 
She’s been involved in a lot of  
different areas already.”

New employees integral to HU operations
Tara Ogren, rObin ginn 
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Robin Ginn, accounting manager for the city of Hastings (left), and Tara Ogren, a process 
financial analyst for Hastings Utilities, pose for a photo Oct. 3 at the Hastings Community 
Solar Farm.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings Utilities process financial analyst Tara Ogren (left) 
gives a tour Oct. 3 of the Hastings Community Solar Farm.
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Growing a mustache 

can garner some un-
wanted attention. But for 
43 mustache growers in 
Hastings, they were look-
ing for as much attention 
as they could.

“People, when they 
grow goatees, it just 
looks normal. When you 
just grow a mustache, 
people are like ‘what are 
you doing there?’ “ said 
Ryan Sullivan, presi-
dent of  Mustaches 4 Kids 
Hastings. “Mustaches get 
people’s attention.”

The more attention 
each grower got, the 
more money he could 
raise.

Mustaches 4 Kids cel-
ebrated the end of  their 
month-long growing 
season Thursday night 
with the light-hearted 
and mostly improvised 
Stache Bash, held at the 
Lark in downtown Hast-
ings. The event marked 
the deadline for each 
mustache grower to raise 
money for a charity.

“It’s silly, it’s ridicu-
lous, it’s goofy. We like to 
have fun, but we’re doing 
a really good deed,” Sul-
livan said.

This year’s charity is 
the Kids and Dreams 
Foundation, an organi-
zation that supports kids 
dealing with autism, 
bullying and other chal-
lenges.

About a month ago, 
the growers started 
the season with clean 
shave night, where each 
grower shaved their face 
and picked a mustache 
name.

Every week since then, 
the group and public 
met to collect donations, 
make sure people are not 
growing full beards and 
to offer moral support.

“When you first start 
growing a mustache, it 
looks a little shady,” Sul-
livan said.

Their hard work paid 
off however, as the group 
raised $32,000, smash-
ing the goal of  $20,000 
to $25,000. Most of  the 
money came in the 48 
hours leading up to the 
bash. 
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Prosecutors started 

presenting evidence 
Thursday morning in 
Adams County District 
Court in the murder 
trial against a 22-year-
old Hastings man.

Daniel B. Harden is 
on trial for first-degree 
murder, use of  a fire-
arm to commit a felony, 
and conspiracy to com-
mit robbery, as one of  
two men accused of  try-
ing to rob 19-year-old 
Jose “Joey” Hansen and 
killing him in the pro-
cess in 2017.

The third day of  trial 
began with opening 
statements by each side 
telling the jury what 
they believed the evi-
dence would show over 
the upcoming days of  
testimony.

Zachary Blackman 

with the Nebraska At-
torney General’s Office 
gave the opening state-
ment for the prosecu-
tion.

“This case is about a 
planned drug robbery 
that went wrong and, 
ultimately, resulted in 
the death of  Jose “Joey” 
Hansen,” he said.

Blackman said Harden 
conspired with Deante 
Mullen and Deonte 
Hayes to set somebody 
up for a robbery by ar-
ranging a drug deal, but 
planning to steal the 
person’s belongings on 
Sept. 11, 2017.

Blackman said the 
three agreed, but Hayes 
became ill from excess 
drugs and alcohol and 
stayed behind. Mullen 
and Harden drove to 
meet Hansen in a white 
Chevy Tahoe owned 
by Mullen’s girlfriend. 

Blackman said Mullen 
was driving the vehi-
cle, which was spotted 
traveling down G Street 
by security cameras at 
2:21 a.m. and 2:23 a.m.

Hansen was killed by 
a single gunshot wound 
to the back in the 700 
block of  West G Street.

Blackburn said Mul-
len is expected to testify 
that Hansen handed 
him an 8-ball (or 8 
grams) of  methamphet-
amine, which was to 
be traded for $100 and 
some cocaine. Instead, 
Mullen told authorities 
that Harden pulled out 
a gun owned by Mullen 
and pointed it at Han-
sen to rob him. Hansen 
tried to exit the vehicle 
and that’s when Mullen 
says Harden shot him in 
the back.

Plenty of cash 
for Stache Bash

musTaches 4 kids 
raises $32,000
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Adam Perry holds up the championship belt 
Thursday for winning the “Sweetest Stache” 
during the Mustaches 4 Kids Stache Bash at the 
Lark in downtown Hastings.

Witnesses take stand in murder trial
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Defense attorney Clarence Mock delivers an opening statement Thursday 
morning at the Adams County Courthouse in the trial of Daniel Harden, 
who is accused in the 2017 robbery and death of Jose “Joey” Hansen. SEE MURDER/page A3
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