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TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 25 mph.
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Associated Press
MINNEAPOLIS — 

Protesters took to the 
streets across America 
again Sunday, with vi-
olence flaring in pock-
ets of  largely peaceful 
demonstrations fueled 
by the killings of  black 
people at the hands of  
police. A truck driver 
— apparently deliber-
ately — drove into dem-
onstrators in Minneap-

olis nearly a week after 
George Floyd died there 
after pleading for air 
as an officer pressed a 
knee into his neck.

Protests sprang up 
from Boston to San 
Francisco, with people 
stealing from stores in 
broad daylight in Phil-
adelphia, cities across 
California and else-
where. In Minneapolis, 
the tanker truck sped 
into a peaceful crowd of  
thousands on a closed 

highway, but no one ap-
peared to have been hit, 
authorities said.

The Minnesota State 
Patrol tweeted that 
the driver was appar-
ently trying to provoke 
protesters and was 
arrested. Protesters 
swarmed the truck and 
jumped on the hood, 
even as it kept moving. 
Police then came in 
force to clear the high-
way in the city where 
violence erupted after 

the death last week of  
Floyd, who was black. 
The protests quickly 
spread to dozens of  cit-
ies large and small, and 
have lasted for days.

The officer who pressed 
his knee onto Floyd’s 
neck for several minutes 
has been charged with 
murder, but protesters 
demand the other three 
officers at the scene be 
prosecuted. All four 

Protests flare again in U.S.

ALEX BRANDON/AP

Law enforcement officers from Calvert County Maryland Sheriff’s Office stand on the Ellipse area 
just south of the White House in Washington as they watch demonstrators protest the death of 
George Floyd Sunday. Floyd died after being restrained by Minneapolis police officers.

Associated Press
OMAHA — Nebraska 

officials are imposing 
a curfew and the Ne-
braska national guard 
is being mobilized to 
help police after a man 
was killed during a 
demonstration in down-
town Omaha over the 
death of  George Floyd.

The shooting occurred 
at around 11 p.m. Sat-
urday in the city’s Old 
Market area and within 
a couple of  blocks of  
where protesters had 
gathered. Police said 
they arrested some-
one within the hour in 
connection with the 
shooting of  22-year-old 
protester James Scur-
lock. Officials didn’t say 
what led to the shooting 
during the protests.

Omaha and Lincoln 
officials said a curfew 
will be imposed Sun-
day evening at 8 p.m. No 
one will be allowed to 
gather outside between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m. Gov. 
Pete Ricketts mobilized 
the national guard to 
help police in Omaha 
and Lincoln.

“This issue that has 
been going on for two 
days now of  civil un-
rest, civil disobedience 
and criminal behavior 
is going to take some ex-
traordinary measures 
for us to get through it,” 

Omaha Mayor Jean Sto-
thert said.

The protest in down-
town Omaha followed 
one hours earlier in 
a commercial dis-
trict a few miles away 
that, like many of  the 
Floyd protests around 
the country Saturday, 
started peacefully but 
devolved into clashes 
between protesters and 
police. Some protest-
ers threw water bottles, 
rocks and eggs at police 
officers in riot gear, who 
used tear gas and pep-
per balls to disperse the 
crowd.

“Sadly, what began as 
these peaceful protests 
have been hijacked by 
perpetrators of  vio-
lence — people who are 
seeking to create harm 
to our great cities here 
in Nebraska,” Ricketts 
said.

The second protest 
— the one in down-
town Omaha — started 
around 10 p.m. Saturday 
and continued past mid-
night after police broke 
up the earlier protest. 
Police said 51 arrests 
were made during the 
Omaha protests.

In Lincoln, police and 
protesters also clashed 
after a mostly peaceful 
event turned violent 

Curfew imposed after 
fatal shooting during 
Omaha protests

NICK BLASNITZ
nblasnitz@hastingstribune.com
The spread of  the 

novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, put a 
halt to many aspects 
of  our everyday life. It 
has caused families and 
organizations to adapt 
to the situation and 
change their definition 
of  “normal.”

The National Speech 
and Debate Associa-
tion changed the way it 
normally handles qual-
ifying for the national 
competition and the 
way teams will compete 
on the national stage. 
And Hastings High, 
a team that struggled 

early in the season, will 
be competing in this 
new format after qual-
ifying for the first time 
in more than 20 years.

But this year’s na-
tional tournament will 
be unlike any before, as 
it will be an online tour-
nament.

HHS coach Delta Fa-
jardo-Norton said ev-
eryone competing in the 
tournament is in unfa-
miliar territory.

“Honestly, it’s new 
to pretty much every-
body,” she said.

The entire season has 
been anything but nor-
mal for Hastings High. 
Fajardo-Norton said 

her team usually gets 
off to a fast start to the 
season, but this year it 
experienced some early 
struggles.

HHS has a debate 
class, so it often goes 
into the season a little 
more prepared than 
other teams. This year, 
however, HHS found it-
self  starting out behind 
the competition. And 
those early struggles 
had Fajardo-Norton 
somewhat concerned 
with how the season 
would progress.

“In the early fall, be-
fore the season began, 

TED ANTHONY
AP National Writer

The streets were on 
fire as National Guard 
troops streamed into 
American cities. The 
shouts were soaked 
in anger and anguish: 
“We’re sick of  it!”

There was dark talk 
of  “radical agitators.” 
Violent outbursts and 
arrests piled up across 
the republic. The White 
House issued martial 
statements about law 
and order. On TV, foot-
age of  unrest and anger 
played on a continuous 
loop.

The voice from mis-
sion control was cool and 
calm as the rocket soared 
into the sky and towards 
space. “Stage One pro-
pulsion is nominal.”

It was the late 1960s. It 
is right now.

For Americans of  a cer-
tain age — and for those 
mindful of  the past — it 
is impossible to ignore 
the similarities between 
these past few days and 
some of  the more unset-
tling moments from the 
1960s. In particular 1968, 
a year marred by assas-
sinations and violent so-
cial unrest.

And there are reasons 
to believe that 2020, 
not yet half  done, may 
even surpass 1968 as 
one of  American histo-
ry’s most powerful so-
cial and political flash-
points.

From an impeachment 
trial to a devastating 
pandemic, from gallop-
ing unemployment to 
George Floyd’s death 
at the hands of  Min-
neapolis police, all the 
threads are there, flow-
ing together into a rag-
ing, muddied river that 
serves up unimaginable 
challenges.

“All these things are 
being woven together,” 
says historian Thurston 
Clarke, author of  “The 
Last Campaign,” which 
chronicles Robert F. 
Kennedy’s 1968 presi-
dential campaign and 
assassination on June 6 
of  that year.

“It’s like an anti-hit 
parade, a convergence 
of  the greatest catastro-
phes of  the past 100 
years or so, all hitting 
us at once,” Clarke says. 
“And with what hope?”

In the morass that is 
2020, history’s ghosts 
from an assortment of  

American eras have re-
surfaced:

 � From 1918, when a 
pandemic’s first wave 
ravaged, ebbed and then 
gave way to a more pow-
erful second wave.

 � From 1930, when 
an economic crash re-
vealed its longer-term 
effects on American cit-
izens in the form of  the 
Great Depression.

 � From 1974, and the 
governmental disarray 
that preceded Richard 
M. Nixon’s resignation, 
echoed in January and 
February with the im-
peachment trial of  Pres-

ident Donald Trump.
 � From 1992, and its 

images of  Los Angeles 
burning after the ac-
quittal of  four police of-
ficers in the beating of  
Rodney King.

Perhaps the most un-
comfortable era to sum-
mon for comparison is 
the one no one really 
wants to talk about: 
1860, when the final 
pieces of  polarization 
fell into place for what 
would be a cataclysmic 
Civil War.

Slavery, America’s 

History, right now: Echoes of 1968, and other American years
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HHS debaters qualify 
for national tournament

Courtesy

Five Hastings High students qualified for the National Speech and Debate 
Association competition June 14-19, the first time HHS has qualified for 
the national competition in more than two decades. SEE HHS/page A3

SEE PROTESTS/page A3


