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Hastings falls short in 5-setter. - B1

Wednesday, October 23, 2019

weather
62
31

TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy, with 
wind gusts as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. North 
wind, with gusts as high as 25.

Details, page A5 Art by Claire Trejo
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GENEVA — The Ne-

braska Department of  
Health and Human Ser-
vices announced the 
restructuring of  the 
Youth Rehabilitation 
and Treatment Center 
system in Nebraska on 
Monday, with a contin-
ued but reduced role for 
the campus at Geneva.

As restructured, the 
system will include 
three campuses with 
three different roles, be-
ginning January 2020.

YRTC-Kearney will 

serve as a hub for the 
YRTC system. There, 
both male and female 
youths will go through 
intake, assessment and 
Phase programming.

The Phase model is 
a daily scoring system 
based on youth behav-
ior and will dictate 
movement within the 
program.

As young women prog-
ress through the pro-
gram, they may finish 
up their programming 
at YRTC-Geneva to 
help with the transi-
tion back into the com-
munity. The location 
will be less restrictive 
than YRTC-Kearney 
and “mimic a home en-
vironment,” accord-
ing to a statement from 
DHHS. YRTC-Geneva 
will house three to six 

females in the recently 
repaired LaFlesche Cot-
tage.

The third and newest 
piece of  the YRTC sys-
tem will be YRTC-Lin-
coln, established at 

the Lancaster County 
Youth Services Cen-
ter. The location will 
have 20 rooms divided 
into separate pods and 
house both males and 
females.YRTC-Lincoln 

will be the YRTC sys-
tem’s most restrictive 
facility for youth that 
are not responding to 
treatment at Kearney. 
The intent is for youth 
to transition back to 
YRTC-Kearney after 
their behavior has stabi-
lized at YRTC-Lincoln.

Within the restruc-
tured system, male 
youths could spend 
their time entirely in 
YRTC-Kearney. Fe-
males would spend 
the beginning of  their 
time in YRTC-Kearney, 
then move to YRTC-Ge-
neva before going back 
into communities. Ei-
ther group could go to 
YRTC-Lincoln if  the 
youth needs more re-
strictive programming, 
then return back to 
YRTC-Kearney.

Dannette Smith, CEO 
of  DHHS, said this 
change in structure ad-
dresses current issues, 
like housing all youth in 
Kearney, while being a 
first step in reforming 
youth services.

“The three-pronged 
approach addresses im-
mediate needs while 
ensuring the safety and 
well-being of  the youth 
we serve. It also allows 
for long-range strategic 
planning done in collab-
oration with key stake-
holders,” Smith said.

Geneva Mayor Eric 
Kamler said the deci-
sion to reduce the size 
and role of  YRTC-Ge-
neva is disappointing.

“This is disappointing 
news, and it’s a pretty 

Geneva to keep diminished YRTC program
State reorganizing 

SyStem; new LincoLn 
center to be moSt 

reStrictive for both 
maLeS and femaLeS

COURTESY

Progress is being made in repairs to the LaF-
lesche Cottage at the Youth Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Center in Geneva.
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Prospective jurors 

will return to the court-
house Wednesday to 
continue the jury se-
lection process in the 
murder trial against 
a 22-year-old Hastings 
man accused of  killing a 
19-year-old man in 2017.

“We still have miles to 
go,” Judge Terri Harder 
said as she released 
most of  the potential ju-
rors for the day.

Voir dire began Tues-
day morning in Adams 
County District Court 
with nearly 100 citizens 
summoned to possibly 
serve jury duty.

Of  those called to the 
courthouse, 36 were se-
lected randomly for the 
jury panel, called a ve-
nire.

Judge Harder asked a 
series of  questions of  
the panel to determine 
if  any knew the attor-
neys or defendant in the 
case, as well as whether 
serving on the jury for 
an anticipated nine days 
would cause an undue 
hardship.

As members of  the ve-
nire were excused, re-
placements were called 
at random from the re-
maining citizens who 
had been summoned.

After Harder’s ques-
tions, Corey O’Brien 
with the Nebraska At-
torney General’s Office 
asked more questions of  
the panel to determine 
any outside knowledge 
of  the case.

After a 10:30 a.m. 
break, the judge and at-
torneys for both sides 
started meeting pri-
vately with each mem-
ber of  the 36-mem-
ber panel. The group 

broke for lunch about 
12:45 p.m. and contin-
ued the process an hour 
later.

About 4:15 p.m., 
Harder and the attor-
neys returned to the 
courtroom, where 13 
of  the venire had been 
excused. The empty 
seats were refilled, and 
the private question-
ing continued with the 
newly added members 
of  the panel while the 
rest of  the potential ju-
rors were released for 
the day. The prospec-
tive jurors were asked 
to return at 8:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday to continue 
the process.

Daniel B. Harden faces 
charges of  first-degree 
murder, use of  a fire-
arm to commit a felony, 
and conspiracy to com-
mit robbery. Harden is 
one of  two men accused 
of  trying to rob 19-year-
old Jose “Joey” Hansen 
and killing him in the 
process in 2017.

After the jury is se-
lected, testimony is 
expected to begin 
Wednesday. The trial is 
scheduled to take two 
weeks, with an expected 
conclusion on Nov. 1.

Authorities say an at-
tempted robbery led to 
Hansen’s death on Sept. 
11, 2017, in the 700 block 
of  West G Street. Han-
sen was killed by a sin-
gle gunshot wound to 
the back. The conspir-
acy charge stems from 
an alleged plan between 
Harden and co-defen-
dant Deante Mullen 
to arrange a drug deal 
with the intent to com-
mit robbery.

Mullen, 21, of  Lincoln 
and Katherine Creigh, 
23, of  Lincoln also have 
been charged in the 
case.

Mullen faces charges 
of  first-degree murder 

Jury selection
in murder case 
not finished yet

PotentiaL jurorS   
for harden triaL 
being interviewed 

one at a time

ANITA SNOW AND HANNAH 
FINGERHUT

The Associated Press

P
HOENIX — Major-
ities of  Americans 
agree that diversity 
strengthens the 
country and that 

values such as constitutional 
rights, a fair judicial system 
and the American dream are 

key to the nation’s identity, 
according to a new poll from 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

But the poll also reveals a 
striking division on some as-
pects of  national identity by 
partisanship and racial or 
ethnic background. Amer-
icans are closely split over 
whether it’s better for immi-
grants to embrace a single 
U.S. culture or add their own 
variations to the mix.

Immigration and identity 
have been a major part of  the 
national conversation under 
President Donald Trump, 
who has cracked down on 

people entering the United 
States illegally and pro-
moted construction of  a wall 
along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Trump recently pushed down 
the annual cap for refugees 
allowed into the U.S. to a his-
toric low of  18,000.

The poll finds majorities 
of  white, black and Hispanic 
Americans all say diversity 
makes the country stronger, 
and the share of  Americans 
saying diversity strength-
ens the country has grown 
slightly over the last year, 
from 53% to 60%.

About three-quarters of  

Poll: Diversity a plus
reSPondentS SPLit, 

though, on whether              
immigrantS ShouLd 

aSSimiLate rather than  
add to u.S. cuLture

MARK LENNIHAN/AP

In this Jan. 21, 2018, file photo, tourists ride the Staten Island Ferry to get a view of the 
Statue of Liberty in New York. 

RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Consum-
ers will have more health in-
surance choices next year un-
der the much-debated Obama 

health care law and premiums 
will dip slightly for many, the 
Trump administration an-
nounced Tuesday.

President Donald Trump was 
elected on a promise to repeal 
“Obamacare.” But despite his 
repeated efforts the program 
has stabilized three years into 
his administration. That may be 
short-lived.

The administration is asking 
a federal appeals court in New 

Orleans to overturn the entire 
Affordable Care Act as uncon-
stitutional, an overhang of  un-
certainty clouding its future.

For now, the Department of  
Health and Human Services 
is touting a second consecu-
tive year of  positive-sounding 
numbers. An additional 20 in-
surers will participate for 2020, 
expanding consumer choice 

Nebraska to see ACA premiums drop a lot
federaL heaLth care 

Program Looking better   
for near term;  trumP keePS 

trying to kiLL it off
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