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Multiple Broncos earn GPAC soccer honors. - B1

Tuesday, November 19, 2019
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TODAY Mostly sunny with winds 
shifting from west to southeast.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy with 
southeast winds 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Max Huxoll
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Members of  the Hast-

ings City Council will 
try to determine the 
“least worst decision” 
for the future of  the 
old 16th Street viaduct 
during the next council 
meeting.

That is how Mayor Co-
rey Stutte described the 
situation as the council 
will narrow four engi-
neering design propos-
als during its Nov. 25 
meeting to two options 
moving forward.

The cost estimates 
for all options, rang-
ing from demolition to 
repair to replacement, 
have swollen since de-
sign firm Olsson first 
addressed the situation 
in May, due to supply 
and demand. Contrac-
tors around the state 
are busy fixing and re-
pairing other bridges 
that were damaged 
during floods earlier 
this year.

“It’s a bad decision 
no matter how we look 
at it,” Stutte said. “All 
we’re trying to do is 
figure out is the least 
worst decision to make 
and do it with the un-
derstanding this is tax-
payer money.”

Work on the old 16th 

Street viaduct could 
be delayed a couple 
of  years due to other 
bridge projects around 

Nebraska.
“The request coming 

out of  council is that 
we want some more 

honed-in numbers, and 
so what we did was 
prepare the most feasi-
ble options we thought 
would make sense,” 
Stutte said. “We pre-
sented them to Olsson’s, 
and they went back and 
they took a hard look at 
it with their railroad en-
gineering team to really 
figure out what the cost 
might be. We had a sus-
picion the cost would be 
driven up just based on 
the flooding that hap-
pened this spring.”

Escalated mobilization 
and contingency costs 
factor into the cost esti-
mate increases.

“It comes down to 
who’s available, when 
they’re available and 
how much is it going to 

cost to mobilize when 
we get them out here,” 
Stutte said.

City Administrator 
Dave Ptak said work-
ing with the Union Pa-
cific Railroad will be a 
wildcard. The viaduct 
extends over the Union 
Pacific line.

“Who knows what 
kind of  delays or tim-
ing issues we may have 
dealing with the rail-
road,” he said.

According to new es-
timates, Option 1 in-
cludes demolition of  the 
structure, including co-
ordination with Union 
Pacific, for a cost esti-
mate of  $1,464,140.

Option 2 is repairing 

Engineers ramp up all viaduct estimates 
Flood damage 

around state puts 
extra pressure on 

contractors
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In this file photo, barricades placed at Osborne 
Drive East and 19th Street prevent traffic from 
using the viaduct. The old overpass closed May 
31 due to structural deterioration.
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I
n fake news, the Hast-
ings Tribune staff bas-
ketball team stomped 
the Hastings Police De-
partment pick-up team, 

77-24, in one of  the more 
dominant games played at the 
Central Community College 
gym in recent history.

In reality, however, it was 
the Police Department that 
took shooting practice at the 
Trib team’s expense, showing 
off its superior overall condi-
tioning en route to a 68-42 win 
in the first community en-
gagement game at CCC Mon-
day night at Dawson Gym.

Introduced as a way to bring 
non-students onto the cam-
pus, the game drew multiple 
spectators on both sides of  
the gym, with the student sec-
tion sporting a fairly lively 
cheering section.

“We have a lot of  new build-
ings on campus, so we wanted 
people to be familiar with 
the campus and just have fun 
with the students,” said Jerry 
Wallace, CCC-Hastings cam-
pus president. “We’re already 
planning our alumni week-
end, so we’re hoping we can 
bring the winner of  this game 
to play against our the CCC 
alum team in May (2020).”

A former basketball stand-
out — along with his brothers 
before him — Wallace said 
the feeling on campus was 
that HPD would prevail in 
the matchup. But though the 
results weren’t exactly a sur-
prise, he thought the Tribune 
“ringers” with college basket-
ball experience at Hastings 
College kept the game inter-
esting.

“It’s been very fun,” he said. 
“Our faculty and staff are 
over (watching) on the Tri-
bune side. They figured you 
guys needed a little more 
help.”

Asked about the level of  
play on exhibit, he chucked 
for a minute, then said, “It’s 
been fun … competitive and 
fun. You can see the stars out 
there who played at the next 
level, but it’s been a fun out-
ing. It’s just been a fun activ-
ity.”

Though hardly serious com-
petition, the all-male police 
squad nevertheless scored 
early and often, with four 
players reaching double-digit 
scoring in the onslaught. Of-
ficer Jayden Dawe led the 
charge with 19 points, fol-
lowed by Officer Jesse Bar-
tels and Corporal Nathan 
Hanson, 12 each, and Kyle 
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Six-year-old Avery Bartels watches her dad, Hastings Police 
Department Officer Jesse Bartels, play in a basketball game 
between HPD and the Hastings Tribune Monday night at 
Central Community College-Hastings.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings Tribune police and 
courts reporter Will Vraspir 
(right) guards Police Cpl. 
Nate Hanson during a bas-
ketball game Monday night 
at Central Community Col-
lege-Hastings.

Police 
squad
takes
names

men in blue subdue 
tribune on hardwoods   

in community engagement 
game at ccc-hastings
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Members of  the Hast-

ings Planning Commis-
sion continued action 
until their December 
meeting to designate 
82.61 acres of  the for-
mer Naval Ammunition 
Depot a blighted and 
substandard area.

Commissioners also 
voted 8-0 to continue 
until Dec. 16 proposed 
adoption of  a resolu-
tion to adopt a blight 
and substandard deter-
mination study and re-
development plan, and 
unanimously contin-
ued consideration of  a 
proposed ordinance to 
establish a statement 
of  intent to annex Rede-

velopment Area No. 15 
in the future, when the 
area is statutorily eligi-
ble as an addition to the 
city.

Commissioners Gavin 
Raitt and Rakesh Sri-
vastava were absent. Al-
ternate Willis Hunt was 
present.

“It is unlikely the sub-
ject property will be el-
igible for annexation in 
the foreseeable future,” 
Development Services 
Director Don Threewitt 
said.

Redevelopment Area 
No. 15 is east of  Maxon 
Avenue and includes In-
dustrial Circle Center 
on the north, Industry 
Circle to the east and 
Hadco Road East to the 
south.

Property owner 
Golden Triangle LLC 

Planners hold off
on blight decision
for ex-NAD parcel

sanitary sewer 
improvement district 

being Formed now
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The Hastings Public 

Schools Board of  Edu-
cation heard a report 
from an auditing firm 
Monday about how the 
district can improve fi-
nancial procedures.

All board members 
were present.

Kyle Overturf, a certi-
fied public accountant 
with AMGL CPAs and 
Advisors in Grand Is-
land, explained to the 
board some of  the im-
provements the school 
district can make in its 
accounting practices, 
following an audit of  
the 2018-19 financial 
year. The audit is an-

nual and state-man-
dated.

Overturf  gave the 
board an overview of  
the audit performed and 
provided a few better 
accounting practices 
that the district can 
adopt. For example, the 
auditors took a random 
sample of  83 students 
who had applied for 
free or reduced-price 
lunches and found that 
two of  the students 
were incorrectly catego-
rized.

About 25% of  the stu-
dents in the district 
who receive free or re-
duced-price lunches es-
tablish their eligibility 
through an application 
process. Eligibility for 
the other 75% of  recip-
ients is pre-certified by 
the state of  Nebraska. 
This means the number 
of  discrepancies flagged 
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