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School board to weigh discontinuing e-learning
SUPERINTENDENT SAYS
MANY STUDENTS NOT
ATTENDING CLASS IN
PERSON FALLING
BEHIND
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

When the Hastings
Board of Education
meets on Monday, members will determine
whether to continue
e-learning at large for
the district during the
second semester.

Superintendent Jeff
Schneider recommended discontinuing
the e-learning option
for the second semester,
except for students with
medical conditions.
“If we have a documented medical condition by a physician that
says it’s not safe to be
at school, we’re going
to accommodate that
student,” he told board
members during their
work session on Thursday. “By and large we
believe it is best for our

students to be back in
school, in person.”
The school board
meets 7:30 p.m. Monday
in the City Building, 220
N. Hastings Ave.
Prior to making that
recommendation,
Schneider consulted
with district physician
Dr. Curtis Reimer and
Michele Bever, executive director of the
South Heartland District Health Department.
There are arguments
to be made on both sides

of the issue, Schneider
said, but many students
are falling behind while
doing e-learning.
“We’re not seeing tremendous results in student performance,” he
said. “We have some
students that are doing really well. Unfortunately, at our high
school at the quarter
break about two-thirds
of students are behind
where they need to be
and some of them are
significantly behind.”
Schneider said accord-

ing to feedback from
teachers, about 50% of
middle school students
are behind and 40% of
elementary students are
struggling with e-learning.
“I think we’ve proven
with our protocols it’s a
safe place for kids,” he
said of school buildings
with classes in session.
“I would argue for some
kids it’s safer to be in
school than to not be at
school.”
Many e-learning students need interven-

tions in math and reading.
“It’s basically impossible to do that in an
e-learning setting,”
Schneider said. “In a
school day, when the
student’s with us all
day, we can carve out
time in their schedules to provide those
interventions. We are
not able to do that in
an e-learning environment.”
Arguments to
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Nebraska ‘headed in
the wrong direction’
with virus cases
R ICKETTS IS IMPLORING
RESIDENTS TO FOLLOW
VOLUNTARY
CORONAVIRUS SAFETY
GUIDELINES
GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — Gov. Pete
Ricketts implored residents Thursday to follow Nebraska’s voluntary coronavirus safety
guidelines as the number of new cases and
hospitalizations surged,
and he hinted that the
state could reimpose
some of the social distancing mandates that
were lifted in September.
His comments came
as the state’s top public
health official warned
that Nebraska needed
to reduce the number
of cases to avoid overwhelming hospitals.
“It’s obvious we’re
headed in the wrong direction,” said Dr. Gary
Anthone, Nebraska’s
chief medical officer.
“We cannot surge our
way out of this pandemic by just finding
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The tattoo “We The People,” a phrase from the United States Constitution, decorates the
arm of Trump supporter Bob Lewis (left) as he argues with counter protestor Ralph Gaines
while Trump supporters demonstrate against the election results outside the central
counting board at the tcf Center in Detroit Thursday.

Divided America
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
EXPOSES ‘PERILOUS’ DIVIDES
STEVE PEOPLES

AP National Political Writer

N

EW YORK —
Presidential
elections can
be revealing
moments that
convey the wishes of the
American people to the next
wave of elected officials.
So far, the big reveal in the
contest between President
Donald Trump and former
Vice President Joe Biden is
the extent of the cavernous
divide between Republican
and Democratic America,
one that defines the nation,
no matter which candidate
ultimately wins.
Voters from both parties
turned out in droves to pick
the next president, but as
they did so, they found little
agreement about what that
president should do. Democrats and Republicans prioritized different issues, lived
in different communities and
even voted on different kinds
of ballots.
Whoever emerges as the
winner, that division ensures
that the next president will
face significant gridlock in
Congress, skepticism about
the integrity of the vote and
an agitated electorate increasingly divided by race,
education and geography.
Even the vote count itself
threatens to further split
Americans.
Two days after polls closed,
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Four more Adams
County residents lose
battle with COVID-19
HEALTH DISTRICT HAS
RECORDED 187 NEW
CASES SINCE SUNDAY

JOHN LOCHER/AP

In this Oct. 31 file photo, an observer watches as county
employees process mail-in ballots at a Clark County election department facility in Las Vegas. Election officials
in key battleground states pushed back on claims by the
Trump campaign that Republican poll watchers were being
improperly denied access to observe the counting of ballots, saying Thursday that rules were being followed and
they were committed to transparency.
neither Trump nor Biden has
earned the 270 electoral votes
needed to win the presidency.
The Republican incumbent is
encouraging his supporters
to protest outside counting
locations still sorting through
mail ballots — the method
of voting preferred by many
Democrats — while pursuing
an aggressive legal strategy
that could lead to further delays.
“Except for the Civil War,
I don’t think we’ve lived
through any time as perilous as this in terms of the
divisions,” said historian
Barbara Perry, the director of presidential studies at
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Four more residents
of the South Heartland
Health District have
succumbed to the novel
coronavirus disease,
COVID-19, the district
health department announced Monday night.
The additional deaths
bring to 23 the total
number of fatalities
among residents of the
four-county district attributed to the viral infection.
All four additional
victims were Adams
County residents, and
all had been hospitalized. They included a
man in his 60s with underlying health conditions, two men in their
80s, and one woman in
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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds
could gust as high as 30 mph.
TONIGHT Increasing clouds.
Gusts as high as 25 mph.

Details, page A5
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the University of Virginia’s
Miller Center.
Even after the 2000 election,
when the Supreme Court ultimately intervened on Republican George W. Bush’s
behalf, Democrat Al Gore
quickly conceded and congressional leaders found areas of agreement on Capitol
Hill.
“To come out of something
like this, you need to have a
leader who can lead and willing followers,” Perry said. “I
just don’t see willing followers on either side.”
The yawning divides will
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ways to increase hospital beds or staffing.”
Nebraska reported
a record 1,828 new
coronavirus cases on
Wednesday and the
number of daily hospitalizations soared to an
all-time high of 698 on
the same day, following a week of massive
growth.
Nebraska officials
have confirmed 75,888
cases and 669 deaths
since the pandemic began. According to the
state’s online tracking portal, 26% of the
state’s hospital beds are
available for patients, as
are 28% of the intensive
care unit beds and 71%
of the ventilators.
Ricketts announced
several policy changes
to try to keep the virus from spreading and
avoid the kind of economic damage the pandemic caused earlier
this year.
He said state agencies
will get renewed flexibility to allow their employees to work from
home, and Nebraska
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her 90s.
“We are saddened to
report additional deaths
of South Heartland residents to COVID-19,”
said Michele Bever,
health department executive director, in a news
release.
All four victims previously had been reported as positive cases
in health district statistics. The health department doesn’t announce a death as being
attributed to COVID-19
until the cause of that
death has been confirmed on the death certificate.
The health department also reported
140 new laboratory-confirmed cases of
COVID-19 for Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday. They include 97 in
Adams County, 23 in
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