
no paper

40 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Agribusiness B1
Classified D3
Comics C5
Crossword D3

Entertainment D1
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices D2

inside Vol. 114, No. 283 © 2019
The SeaToN PubliShiNg Co., iNC. 

haSTiNgS, NebraSka

$1 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Patriots knock off defending champs. - C1

Saturday, August 31, 2019

weather
74
62

TODAY A chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Otherwise, cloudy.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. East- 
southeast wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Camden May

The Tribune will not 
publish Monday because 
of the Labor Day holiday. 
The business offices will 
be closed. Publication will 
resume Tuesday.

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

B
LADEN — When 
Josh Drake, a 
teacher at Silver 
Lake Elementary 
School, asked what 

his students thought of  their 
new school, the consensus 
was loud and clear.

“Awesome,” most of  the stu-
dents said.

Those who didn’t say any-
thing nodded their heads ex-
citedly and with big grins on 
their faces.

Students moved chairs and 
books into their new elemen-
tary building Friday after 
getting approval from the fire 
marshal the day before.

The Silver Lake students 

started school for the fall se-
mester Aug. 21. Up to now, 
classes have been conducted 
in buildings at the Webster 
County Fairgrounds, a cou-
ple of  blocks away from the 
elementary.

“Stay out of  the mud. We 
don’t need to mud on the 
brand-new carpet,” Drake 
told his students as they 
walked between the build-
ings.

The Silver Lake School Dis-
trict demolished the old el-
ementary school building 
April 29, with a few weeks 
of  the spring semester left 
to finish. Students finished 
out that semester on the fair-
grounds while demolition 
and construction crews got to 
work.

The old building was torn 
down because of  accessibility 
issues and its age.

The schedule for the new 
elementary was ambitious, 
according to Josh Cumpston, 
superintendent. The original 
plan was to move students 
into the new building by Sept. 
12. But the construction com-
pany, Ayars and Ayars Inc., 
managed not only to meet 
that schedule, but to beat it 
by two weeks.

On Friday, a previously 
scheduled half-day, students 
got the chance to explore 
their new classrooms. Older 
students helped move small 
items, like books and chairs. 
Faculty helped move larger 
objects like desks and televi-
sion sets.

Cumpston said when the 
older students found out they 
were moving, they were ex-
cited to help. He said giving 

‘Awesome’ new digs
School project ahead of 

Schedule by two weekS

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Silver Lake Elementary students walk through the hallway of their new building as they 
head to lunch Friday.
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REPUBLICAN CITY 

— The water level at 
Harlan County Reser-
voir near here remains 
about 9 feet above the 
lake’s normal full mark, 
despite recent water re-
leases by the U.S. Army 
Corps of  Engineers that 
turned the normally 
recreation-friendly Re-
publican River into a 
much faster-flowing 
stream.

Larry Janicek, opera-
tions project manager 
for the Corps of  En-
gineers, said the lake 
reached 14 feet into the 
flood pool in July with 
a record-setting eleva-

tion of  1,958.7 feet above 
mean sea level. The top 
of  the lake’s “active 

conservation pool” is at 
1,946 feet above msl, and 
the top of  the flood pool 

is at 1,973.5 msl.
“We went into record 

high pool elevations 

about middle of  July,” 
said Janicek, whose 
agency manages the 
Harlan County Dam 
and Reservoir.

Meanwhile, the lake 
elevation at Lovewell 
Reservoir in Jewell 
County, Kansas, which 
also is part of  the Re-
publican River system 
and is Tribland’s sec-
ond-largest body of  wa-
ter after Harlan, also 
was pushing the limits 
of  its flood pool, limit-
ing access to the sur-
rounding state park at 
times.

After massive 
amounts of  rainfall 
were recorded in the 
area and upstream and 
inflows to Harlan ex-
ploded, Janicek said, 
the lake levels rose be-
cause officials weren’t 
able to offset the inflows 
by sending any water 
downstream.

The Republican River 

feeds numerous dams 
along its banks on 
its way to the Kansas 
River. The Kansas River 
is a tributary of  the 
Missouri River, which 
had been flooded earlier 
this year.

The U.S. Army Corps 
of  Engineers coordi-
nates with several dif-
ferent agencies to deter-
mine water releases in 
a fashion that will pre-
vent further flooding.

“We weren’t releas-
ing any water due to 
flooding downstream, 
mainly on the Missouri 
River,” he said. “When 
the river dropped some-
what, we were able to 
start releasing water.”

Toward the end of  
July, the engineers 
were able to start send-
ing more water down-
stream and eventually 
were able to reach 1,100 

Republican River system still running high
harlan lake level 
hit record in july; 

heavy water releaSeS 
increaSe Streamflow 

Safety concernS 

AMY ROH/Tribune

A boater enjoys the water Aug. 22 at Lovewell Reservoir in Jewell County, 
Kansas. Lovewell, like Harlan County Reservoir upstream in the Republi-
can River system, has pushed the limits of its capacity this summer. 

Move-in day at Silver Lake Elementary
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Hastings Economic 

Development Corp. has 
made changes to its 
business expo to make 
the event appeal to more 
people.

The business expo 
and social will take 
place 3-7 p.m. Sept. 24 at 
the Hastings City Audi-
torium, 400 N. Hastings 
Ave.

The event is open to 
any industry and any 
employer within Adams 
County. Industries rep-
resented so far include 
manufacturing, agri-
culture, insurance, lo-

cal start-up companies, 
utilities, health care, 
pharmaceutical sales, 
construction, health 
and beauty.

“We have a variety 
already,” said Maggie 
Vaughan, HEDC direc-
tor of  talent solutions.

In addition to em-
ployers, organizations 
like MentoringWorks, 
Hastings Young Pro-
fessionals, Hastings 
Family YMCA and 
YWCA of  Adams 
County, Nebraska De-
partment of  Labor and 
other employment ser-
vices in the Hastings 
community will be 
present.

“Obviously we want 
those job seekers and 

Organizers tweak 
business expo               
to broaden appeal

local brewerieS     
to Serve alcohol     

at Sept. 24 event

Staff and wire
LINCOLN — State 

health officials are re-
porting an outbreak of  
the mumps in Nebraska.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and 
Human Services says 
in a news release that 
at least 30 cases of  the 
highly contagious ill-
ness have been iden-
tified — 2 ½ times the 
number of  cases re-
ported in the state for 
all of  2018. Most of  this 
year’s cases occurred 
among people attending 
a wedding in northeast-
ern Nebraska and in a 
workplace in southeast-
ern Nebraska.

The South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment reports there has 
been one probable case 

of  mumps identified in 
Hastings.

Jessica Warner, disease 
surveillance coordina-
tor, said a person with a 
probable case presents 
clinical symptoms and 
has had contact with a 
confirmed case. Confir-
mation is made through 
laboratory testing.

Mumps is a virus that 
causes swollen glands, 
puffy cheeks, fever, 
headaches and, in se-
vere cases, hearing loss 
and meningitis. It can 
spread quickly through 
coughing and sneezing.

The health agency 
recommends people 
get vaccinated to avoid 
contracting the virus. 
People also are urged to 
avoid sharing drinking 
glasses and eating uten-
sils, among other things.

Symptoms generally 
occur 16-18 days after 
exposure.

Mumps outbreak 
reported in Nebraska

haStingS haS one 
probable caSe, 

official SayS
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