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TODAY Showers likely and possi-
bly a thunderstorm.
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TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. 
North-northwest wind 10-15 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Olivia Schendt

Flashback Sports Series: Oct. 11, 1975. - C1

Saturday, May 16, 2020 $1.75

follow us

@hastingstribune

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Public support for lo-

cal businesses started 
strong Friday morning 
and didn’t let up during 
Hastings Gives Back.

Hastings Economic 
Development Corp. 
and the Hastings Area 
Chamber of  Commerce 
partnered for Hast-
ings Gives Back, which 
launched Friday. HEDC 
provided $100,000 to-
ward 100% matches 
for gift card purchases 
to participating busi-
nesses, giving that 
amount to the business.

“Really the point of  it 
is to leverage personal, 
private investment, 
with our contribution, 
so we can help, if  even a 
little bit, the local busi-
nesses in our area get 
through this situation,” 
HEDC Executive Direc-
tor Michael Krings said.

He and Chamber Pres-
ident Mikki Shafer par-

ticipated in the weekly 
news conference with 
local officials on Friday.

Shafer said gift card 
purchases reached $35,000 
within two hours of  open-
ing. Sales were $64,000 
at noon, $91,680 by 4 p.m. 
and $97,210 at 5 p.m.

Krings said it was 
great to see that amount 
of  support.

While the amount of  
gift cards purchased 
was close to $100,000, 
Krings said some busi-
nesses quickly reached 
their allotted match, so 
the match amount isn’t 
the same as the pur-
chase amount.

He hopes Hastings 
Gives Back spurs contin-
ued gift card purchases.

With certain restric-
tions eased for different 
categories of  businesses 
beginning on Monday, 
the time to use those 
gift cards may be soon.

Neither he nor Shafer 
were surprised to see 
such strong community 
support.

“It was not a surprise 
for us that we were 
crazy, crazy inundated 
with the amount of  gift 

Hastings gives back
Gift card matchinG 
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in purchases  
in first day
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Several types of  businesses 
in the South Heartland 
Health District will see re-
laxed operating restrictions 
related to the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, effec-
tive Monday.

In the case of  restaurants, 
dining rooms may reopen. 
And barbershops and salons, 
massage therapy practices 
and body art businesses may 
reopen their doors for the 
first time in several weeks.

All those businesses will be 
required to adhere to manda-
tory safety regulations, how-
ever — and much longer lists 
of  safety recommendations 
also come into play.

RestauRants
According to the Nebraska 

Department of  Health and 
Human Services, restaurants 
reopening their dining rooms 
must limit their number of  
customers at any one time 
to no more than 50% of  their 

maximum occupancy.
Dining parties are limited to 

six individuals each, and the 
parties must remain at least 6 
feet apart.

Customers aren’t allowed to 
serve themselves from buf-
fets or salad bars. Their food 
must be brought to their ta-
bles by restaurant staff.

Bar and counter seating ar-
en’t allowed, and customers 
may not consume alcohol on 
the premises unless they are 
having a meal.

All of  the above rules must 
be followed as a matter of  
law. But restaurants also 
are asked to adhere to many 
other guidelines developed by 
the NDHHS Division of  Pub-
lic Health and the Nebraska 
Restaurant Association.

The recommendations in-
clude all employees wearing 
face coverings that are wash-
able and must be laundered 
or replaced daily. Employees 
must wash their hands before 
and after putting on the mask 
and after every time they 

touch it.
Whenever possible, workers 

who are serving food should 
not also be doing other duties 
such as handling money.

Tables and chairs should 
be disinfected after each cus-
tomer leaves, and all high-
touch surfaces (like door han-
dles) should be disinfected 
every four hours.

Employees should be 
screened for fever and other 
symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 before every shift. 
Also, employees who are well 
but have a family member 
at home sick with COVID-19 
should notify their super-
visors before starting their 
shifts so the employer can 
consult with the local health 
department about whether it 
is appropriate for those em-
ployees to be working.

Restaurants should have 
a response plan for what to 
do if  any employee turns 
up as a suspected or con-

Reopening businesses face regulations
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Despite the down-

ward trend in positive 
COVID-19 cases locally, 
adherence to health 
measures remains im-
portant to ensure there 
isn’t a second wave of  
infections.

That was the message 
of  local officials during 
their weekly news con-
ference Friday morning.

On Friday night, the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department 
reported Adams Coun-
ty’s eighth death related 
to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19. The 
victim, a man in his 50s, 
had underlying health 
conditions.

South Heartland also 
reported a total of  six 
new confirmed positive 
cases of  COVID-19 on 
Friday. The patients in-
clude five Adams County 
men ranging in age from 
their 30s to their 60s, as 
well as one Clay County 
man in his 30s.

Michele Bever, South 
Heartland health de-
partment executive di-
rector, said Friday night 
that she was sad to re-
port the eighth fatality 
in the health district. To 
this point, all of  those 
victims have been Ad-
ams County residents.

On Friday morning, 
she cautioned the pub-
lic that the threat of  
increased spread of  
COVID-19 isn’t over. 
Continued diligence 

and accountability are 
important.

“It’s going to happen 
probably through the 
summer to some ex-
tent,” she said of  di-
rected health measures. 
“It’s not just all going 
to be lifted at once. We 
need to realize that.”

Additional restrictions 
will be relaxed as the 
curve flattens.

Bever said as the sit-
uation continues to im-
prove, more restrictions 
will be lifted. If  the num-
ber of  new cases begins 
to increase again, the 
easing of  restrictions 
will be slowed.

“It’s important we do 
this step-wise reduc-
tion in our restrictions; 
that can ease us toward 
some normalcy while 
continuing to do every-
thing we can to reduce 
the spread,” she said.

Business owners and 
customers alike have re-
sponsibilities to ensure 
restrictions continue to 
be relaxed.

“Are you doing every-
thing you can to mini-
mize the risk and keep 
those who are most 
vulnerable safe and 
healthy?” she said, in 
reference to business 
owners.

Are patrons aware of  
risks and doing every-
thing they can to pro-
tect themselves and oth-
ers from exposure?

Updated figures, as of  
Friday evening, include 
244 positive COVID-19 
cases in Adams County, 
20 in Clay County, five 
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W
ith directed 
health mea-
sures being re-
vised to allow 
some busi-

nesses to open their doors to 
customers once again, some 
local establishments are 
preparing to open on Monday 
while others will be waiting a 
bit longer.

Mikki Shafer, president of  
the Hastings Area Chamber 
of  Commerce, said during the 
city’s weekly news conference 
Friday that her office has re-
ceived several calls from local 
businesses about the changes 
and requirements.

The chamber has been en-
couraging businesses to put 
out signs about any expecta-
tions of  customers and make 
sure to train staff to under-
stand what is expected of  
them as well as customers.

She said people can’t as-
sume that a business will be 
open again on Monday, es-
pecially due to the added re-

quirements placed on them 
under the new directed 
health measures.

“Call ahead and ask about 
any requirements,” Shafer 
said. “Just because they are 
allowed to open up, they may 
not open up.”

Rod Strong, who owns Bull-
seye’s Sports Bar and Grille 
with his wife, said they won’t 
be opening their dining area 
right away, instead continu-
ing to offer take-out service.

“We have people calling, 
asking about when the buffet 
will be open,” he said. “That’s 
probably not going to be for a 
long while.”

Strong said they started a 
flooring project and painting 
the restrooms to use the time 
they were going to be closed 
to their benefit. They will 
have to wrap up those proj-
ects and make sure staff are 
prepared to operate under 
the latest guidelines before 
they reopen the dining area.

“We want it to be safe for 
staff and safe for guests,” he 
said. “We certainly want to get 
back to letting guests come in, 
but we want to do it right.”

Julie Richards, owner of  Off 
the Top, a beauty salon she 
runs in her home, said she 

was both happy and nervous 
when she heard the news that 
she would be allowed to re-
open on Monday. She is plan-
ning to reopen but can under-
stand why some people may 
not be able to do so due to the 
extra requirements.

And customers are ready 
to come back. She’s booked 
for nearly two weeks and ex-
pects the remaining slots to 
fill quickly.

“All of  my clients want to be 
in that first week,” she said.

Richards won’t be able to 
see as many customers as be-
fore because she is schedul-
ing a 15-minute gap between 
clients to have time to sani-
tize and disinfect equipment. 
Customers will be required 
to wear masks when com-
ing in. Only one person will 
be allowed in the salon at a 
time, and customers will have 
to wait in their vehicles be-
tween sessions. She also will 
be taking temperatures as cli-
ents enter.

Richards said she is serious 
about following the health 
guidelines. At age 60, she and 
her husband are among those 
considered to be at higher 

Adams County 
sees 8th death 
from COVID-19
local disease trend 

is downward

SEE COVID-19/page A3

SEE BACK/page A3

Not business as usual
not all who are allowed 

to open on monday find 
it wise to do so

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Mike Richardson and Austin Barnett prepare carry out orders Friday night at Murphy’s 
Wagon Wheel in downtown Hastings. Restaurants are included in relaxed directed health 
measures that go into effect Monday.
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