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TODAY Sunny. Breezy, with gusts 
as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
West-northwest wind 5-10 mph.
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Chris Shade and Jim 
Boeve are among six 
candidates vying for 
five seats on the Hast-
ings Board of  Education 
during the general elec-
tion.

Other HPS school 
board candidates on the 
ballot are Sharon Behl 
Brooks, Brent Gollner, 
Laura Schneider and 
Rod Goodin.

The candidates have 
been featured two at a 
time in three consecu-
tive issues of  the Hast-
ings Tribune, starting 
with Saturday’s edition 
and concluding today, 
Tuesday.

CHRIS SHADE

Chris Shade has a list 
of  priorities, and serv-
ing on the Hastings 

Board of  
Education 
fits right in 
as part of  
that.

“Family, 
schools 
and the 
commu-
nity are 

definitely on my heart,” 
he said. “Our lives (he 
and his wife Stepha-
nie) have reflected that 
through our teaching 
and our adopting kids 
and having kids. That’s 
just a priority. I obvi-
ously have a love and 

respect for Hastings 
Public Schools because 
I taught there, too, and I 
care about our commu-
nity’s future, which is 
all these kids.”

Shade, 51, of  711 North 
Shore Drive is running 
for a first term on the 
school board. He was a 
public school teacher 
for eight years, six of  
which were at Hast-
ings Public Schools as 
an instrumental music 
instructor and band di-
rector.

“It’s a way for me to 
serve my community 
and be involved,” he 
said of  potential board 
service.

He has lived in Hast-

ings for 22 years.
Shade owns Shade’s 

Classic Cars, 1016 S. 
Burlington Ave., which 
services, restores and 
sells Corvairs.

He and Stephanie 
were both music teach-
ers in Hastings.

They have eight chil-
dren ranging from 21 to 
2 years old.

While the Shades have 
home schooled their 
children since 2009, the 
family has been been 
involved with Hastings 
Public Schools with 
children involved in the 
district’s 18- to 21-year-
old program as well 
as Project SEARCH, a 
school-to-work program 

that takes place en-
tirely at Mary Lanning 
Healthcare.

Parental involvement 
is important in the pub-
lic schools, just like it is 
in home school, he said.

“I feel that diversity 
really gives me a good 
vantage point of  the 
importance of  the in-
volvement of  parents,” 
he said.

Shade said he would 
love to have the op-
portunity to represent 
parents, be a liaison to 
teachers and boost an 
already great school 
system.

“It’s an easy transi-
tion, I think, to serve 
our schools through 

my experience as a par-
ent and teacher, and to 
be a representative of  
looking out for our pub-
lic schools, which we 
always need,” he said. 
“We have a good system 
already and I’d like to 
keep it that way.”

JIM BOEVE

Jim Boeve has wit-
nessed the importance 

of  educa-
tion within 
the Hast-
ings com-
munity.

In re-
cent years, 
Hastings 
voters 

Shade, Boeve among candidates for Hastings school board

Shade

Boeve
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F
or Nebraska ag-
riculture, which 
has been on a farm 
income “roller 
coaster ride” over 

the past decade, the onset of  
COVID-19 last spring brought 
a stomach-turning drop.

That’s the picture painted 
by a newly released economic 
analysis of  the novel corona-
virus disease and its impact 
on the state’s ag sector.

The report, unveiled Sept. 
23, was produced by the 
Platte Institute, a Nebras-
ka-focused conservative 
think tank, and the Nebraska 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
which is the state’s largest 
general farm organization.

The document explains how 
the onset of  the pandemic — 
and the public health mea-
sures enacted to help thwart 
it — hurt agriculture by up-
ending supply and demand 
for food, fuel and fiber — for 
example, closing restaurants 
and school lunch rooms and 
taking vehicles off U.S. road-
ways.

The document is titled “Dis-
ruptions from COVID-19 on 
Nebraska’s Agriculture.” The 
authors are Sarah Curry, pol-
icy director at the Platte In-
stitute, and Jay Rempe, Farm 
Bureau senior economist.

In the 14-page report, the 
authors explain how the pan-
demic in March hit Ameri-
cans where they live, drasti-

cally changing consumption 
habits in a way that scram-
bled supply chains and hurt 
farmers’ ability to sell their 
products.

First, Curry and Rempe say, 
the hospitality, restaurant 
and institutional food sector, 
or HRI, essentially shut down 
in mid-March as travel was 
restricted, restaurants closed 
their dining rooms, and 
schools, colleges and univer-
sities closed their campuses 
and went to remote learning 
delivery for the balance of  
the spring semester.

Altogether, HRI accounted 
for a remarkable 54% of  all 
food consumed in the United 
States prior to the pandemic.

Suddenly, however, consum-
ers needed to cook and eat 
their meals at home — and 
that’s a different ballgame 
from a supply-and-demand 
standpoint.

“Since the HRI and re-
tail grocery segments have 
completely different supply 
chains, supply chains were 
ill-equipped to deal with the 
shutdown of  one demand seg-
ment and meet the onslaught 
of  demand in the other seg-
ment,” Curry and Rempe 
wrote.

At the same time shoppers 
were “sprinting to grocery 
stores” to fill their pantries 
with food, paper products 
and other consumables, they 
were parking their vehicles, 
abandoning plans for vaca-
tions, road trips and most 
non-essential travel.

Demand for motor fuel 
tanked as a result — another 
major blow to farmers whose 
crops serve as feedstock for 

ethanol plants around Ne-
braska.

“Estimates suggested that 
at one point, gasoline con-
sumption was off 36% in 2020 
compared to the same period 
last year,” Curry and Rempe 
wrote. “The immediate im-
pact for Nebraska agricul-
ture was the idling and slow-
down of  ethanol production 
as less ethanol was needed 
for blending into gasoline.”

But even as corn producers 
lost a key market, livestock 
producers, many of  whom 
depend on feed co-products 
of  the ethanol industry, were 
sent scrambling after alter-
natives for their rations.

“The first punch, with its 
demand destruction and un-
certainty, caused commodity 
prices to spiral downward,” 
Curry and Rempe wrote.

April brought more pain 
for the ag sector as COVID-19 
outbreaks in meat processing 
plants across Nebraska and 
beyond began to interfere 
with plant operations.

Before long, the slaughter-
house queue was backing 
up and consumers began to 
notice price increases and 
even product shortages at the 
meat counter.

“Between complete shut-
downs, reduced operations 
and slower speeds, the pro-
cessing facilities were oper-
ating between 60-70% of  ca-
pacity at one point,” Curry 
and Rempe wrote. “Livestock 
prices plunged. The situation 
was exacerbated by large cat-
tle and hog inventories com-
ing into the year.”

A ‘roller coaster ride’
REPORT DETAILS ECONOMIC 

PAIN OF COVID-19  
FOR NEBRASKA AGRICULTURE

ANDY RAUN/Tribune

In this April 2018 file photo, a farmer plants in a field along the Adams-Clay county line 
west of Inland. Nebraska’s agricultural producers have seen their market fortunes fall 
strongly in 2020 as a result of the novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19.
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Three Hastings city 
baseball fields soon will 
get dugouts thanks to 
the city’s half-cent sales 
tax.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
8-0 at their regular 
meeting Monday to ap-
prove a contract with 
Crouch Recreation of  
Omaha in the amount 
of  $50,930 for the pur-
chase of  six ballfield 
dugouts.

The contract is to pur-
chase six Poligon dug-
outs to be installed two 
each at the North Rec 
Field and South Rec 
Field west of  Hastings 
High School, and at Car-
ter Park field.

Currently, the fields 
have just team benches.

“This item was iden-
tified in the city parks 
sales tax committee in 
doing some ballfield 
renovations,” Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Jeff Hassenstab said, 

introducing the item. 
“The city parks crew, 
if  approved, will install 
these dugouts.”

He said the installa-
tion will be completed 
by March 15, 2021.

These three fields are 
the most used by city 
baseball teams.

The dugouts are be-
ing purchased using the 
city’s Sourcewell con-
tract. The project will 
be paid for with funds 
generated by the city’s 
half-cent sales tax that 
Hastings voters ap-
proved in September 
2017.

“Another thank you 
to the community for 
approving it,” Council-
woman Ginny Skutnik 
said.

“A great improvement 
to our parks,” added 
Council President Paul 
Hamelink, who was 
running Monday’s 
meeting in the absence 
of  Mayor Corey Stutte.
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With six members of  
the Hastings College 
community currently 
positive for the novel 
coronavirus disease and 
another 54 either isolat-
ing or in quarantine for 
reasons related to the 
virus, the college will 
pause some in-person 
instruction and all ath-
letics this week.

The decision, an-
nounced Monday in a 
news release, will keep 
students on campus but 
change the way they at-
tend classes for the rest 
of  this week. In addi-
tion, all athletic prac-
tices and contests are 
suspended through Sat-
urday.

The suspensions, 
which took effect at 
4 p.m. Monday, cur-

rently are set to expire 
at 9 a.m. Sunday. The 
situation will be re-
viewed on Friday, how-
ever, so officials can 
determine if  the sus-
pensions need to con-
tinue.

According to the news 
release from the Hast-
ings College Athletic 
Department, as of  Mon-
day the college had a 
total of  38 individuals 
isolating because they 
had tested positive for 
the viral infection, 
known as COVID-19, 
or had been tested and 
were awaiting results. 
Another 22 people were 
in quarantine due to 
COVID-19 exposure.

The increased num-
bers of  isolating and 
quarantined individu-
als prompted Monday’s 
procedural changes. 
The college has nearly 
1,000 students enrolled 
this fall.

Council approves new 
dugouts for 3 ballfields

SEE DUGOUTS/page A3
SEE RIDE/page A3

College pausing 
in-person lectures, 
sports this week

HEALTH DISTRICT 
POSITIVITY RATE JUMPS 

AGAIN, TO 14.5%

SEE COLLEGE/page A3


