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Chiefs dominate doubleheader with GI. - B1
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weather

91
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TODAY Sunny. South wind 10-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Wind 
gusts as high as 20 mph.
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CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — 
The nation got another 
dose of  bad economic 
news Thursday as the 
number of  laid-off 
workers seeking job-
less benefits rose for 
the first time since late 
March, intensifying 
concerns the resurgent 
coronavirus is stalling 
or even reversing the 
economic recovery.

And an extra $600 in 
weekly unemployment 
benefits, provided by 
the federal government 
on top of  whatever as-
sistance states provide, 
is set to expire July 31, 
though this is the last 
week recipients will 
get the extra funds. It 
is the last major source 

of  economic help from 
the $2 trillion relief  
package that Congress 
approved in March. A 
small business lend-
ing program and one-
time $1,200 payment 
have largely run their 
course.

With the count of  U.S. 
infections passing 4 mil-
lion and the aid ending, 
nearly 30 million un-
employed people could 
struggle to pay rent, 
utilities or other bills, 
and economists worry 
that overall consumer 
spending will drop, add-
ing another economic 
blow.

“I’m going to be 
broke,” said Melissa 
Bennett, who was laid 
off from her job at a va-
cation time-share in 

Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. “I’ll be broke-
broke. I want to go to 
work, I want health in-
surance, I want a 401K. I 
want a life; I have no life 
right now.”

Without the extra un-
employment benefits, 
Bennett will receive just 
$200 a week, and she’ll 
have to decide whether 
to pay her mortgage or 
her utilities first.

More than 1.4 million 
people applied for job-
less benefits last week, 
the Labor Department 
said Thursday, up from 
1.3 million the previous 
week. That is the first 
increase since March 
and 18th straight week 
that it has topped 1 mil-
lion. Before the pan-
demic, applications had 

never exceeded 700,000. 
An additional 975,000 
people applied for aid 
under a separate pro-
gram that has made 
self-employed and gig 
workers eligible for the 
first time.

The news sent stocks 
slumping on Wall 
Street, with the S&P 500 
recording its worst loss 
in nearly four weeks. 
Uncertainty across 
markets helped gold 
touch its highest price 
in nearly nine years.

The weakening of  the 
labor market has raised 
fears the economy will 
shed jobs again in July, 
after two sharp hiring 
gains in May and June.

Analysts say the 

Jobless claims rise as cutoff of extra $600 benefit nears 
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Special events workers who were forced out 
of work because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
marched Tuesday in Salt Lake City. Marchers or-
ganized by Utah Live Event Industry Association 
aimed to draw attention and legislative support 
to the people and businesses who put on con-
certs, theater, sports, and other live events which 
mostly have gone dark since the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in March.

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebraska 
tax revenue will likely 
dip below earlier projec-
tions because of  the coro-
navirus, but the state’s 
budget picture won’t be 
as bad as previously ex-
pected, a state board pre-
dicted Thursday.

The Nebraska Eco-
nomic Forecasting Ad-
visory Board lowered 
its outlook for state tax 
collections in the cur-
rent fiscal year, which 
began July 1.

Their estimates will 
reduce the amount of  
revenue available to 
lawmakers this year 
by $48.5 million, from 
$138.6 million down to 
$90.1 million. Nebraska 
will collect an estimated 
total of  $5.125 billion 
this year.

National forecasting 
services had suggested 
the state would see a 
much sharper decline.

But board members 

said Nebraska’s econ-
omy appears to be 
stronger than other 
parts of  the country be-
cause it relies less on 
hospitality services that 
were devastated by the 
pandemic. They also 
pointed to a still-strong 
housing market and the 
federal assistance that 
businesses received to 
soften the virus’ impact.

“Nebraska is really 
a shining star and has 
done really well,” said 
board member Thomas 
Henning.

Board member Steve 
Seline, an Omaha attor-
ney and radio executive, 
said his company’s sta-
tion in Illinois has seen 
a roughly 50% drop in 
revenue because of  the 
pandemic and the can-
cellation of  local con-
certs, but its Nebraska 
stations have only expe-
rienced a 10% decline.

“I’m probably more 
optimistic than I should 

Board: Nebraska revenue drop 
won’t be as sharp as expectedTONY HERRMAN
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W
hen a home-
owner’s 
property is 
included in a 
“blighted and 

substandard” area, the term 
can be misleading.

The Hastings Planning 
Commission recommended 
on Monday designating 154.6 
acres in southwest Hastings 
as blighted and substandard. 
This doesn’t mean any spe-
cific home or property in that 
area is blighted and substan-
dard, and it doesn’t change 
property values.

“There are a lot of  really 
nice homes not only in this 
area but in other areas that 
have been given that blighted 
and substandard tag,” said 
Randy Chick, executive direc-
tor of  the Community Rede-
velopment Authority.

Instead of  “blighted and 
substandard,” Chick likes to 
emphasize the term redevel-
opment area.

Those 154.6 acres, shaped 
like a squat J, are the 16th 
redevelopment area in Hast-
ings.

Borders of  the area include 
West B, D and E streets to the 
north, West F Street to the 
south, South Baltimore Av-
enue to the West and South 
Lexington Avenue to the east. 
Although South Baltimore 
Avenue is the western border 
on the north half  of  the area, 
the south half  extends west 
and includes Brickyard Park.

Redevelopment Area 16 fits 
like a puzzle piece between 
existing redevelopment areas 
9, 2, and 4.

According to Nebraska 
statute, up to 35% of  a com-
munity may be designated 
blighted and substandard.

Chick said less than 30% of  
Hastings is blighted and sub-
standard.

State statutes also specify 
redevelopment and develop-
ment activities associated 
with the Nebraska Com-
munity Development Law 
should be used to promote 
the general welfare and en-
hance the tax base, as well as 
promote the economic and 
social well-being of  a commu-
nity.

Redevelopment areas have 
the potential for development 
by building streets and hous-
ing.

There are four factors that 
go into the substandard des-
ignation and 12 that go into 

the blighted area designation.
Among the factors for the 

terms are site dilapidation, 
age of  buildings, poor street 
layout and unsafe conditions.

While individual homes 
within the blighted and sub-
standard area might not meet 
those factors, the designation 
means there are a substantial 
amount of  homes that do.

“Primarily that has to do 
with the age of  our housing 
stock,” Chick said. “That’s 
been identified in our hous-
ing studies. We have a lot of  
older houses in our commu-
nity.”

Hastings is lacking in qual-
ity, affordable housing, he 
said.

“This would allow the CRA 
to use the tools it has at its 
disposal to help redevelop ex-
isting property, or help a de-
veloper develop vacant land,” 
he said.

The CRA has used tax levy 
dollars to acquire and demol-
ish condemned properties.

Several of  the lots where 
Habitat for Humanity homes 
now stand came from the 
CRA.

The CRA also has a few dif-
ferent loan funds.

One of  the most common 
economic development tools 

Tagged for development
HASTINGS BENEFITING  
FROM ‘BLIGHTED AND 

SUBSTANDARD’ DESIGNATION
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This vacant lot at E Street and Chicago Avenue is included in Redevelopment Area 16.
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A recently developed 
COVID-19 risk dial in-
dicates that the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict is nearing the top 
end of  “moderate” risk 
for spread of  the novel 
coronavirus disease 
and, unless factors im-
prove, soon may move 
into the “elevated” risk 
category.

The risk dial was ex-
plained Wednesday eve-
ning in a news release 
from the South Heart-
land District Health De-
partment, which serves 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties.

The purpose of  the 
dial is to provide a 
summary of  current 
COVID-19 conditions in 

the district.
“The needle on the 

risk dial moved up from 
1.7 last week to 1.9 this 
week, which moves our 
district to the top of  the 
‘moderate’ risk level,” 
said Michele Bever, 
health department ex-
ecutive director.

The dial features 
four levels of  risk for 
COVID-19 spread: low 
(green), moderate (yel-
low), elevated (orange) 
and severe (red). The 
district’s current risk 
level is determined 
weekly using a variety 
of  indicators, includ-
ing overall positivity 
rate, weekly positivity 
rate, trend in number 
of  cases, health system 
capacity, ability to trace 
contacts, average num-
ber of  contacts per case, 
availability of  COVID-19 
testing, and availability 

South Heartland 
COVID-19 risk level 
nears ‘elevated’ range

CLAY, WEBSTER, 
NUCKOLLS COUNTIES 
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