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Flashback to 2007: AC’s Jade Hodson wins 3rd state title. - B1

Monday, May 11, 2020

weather
46
36

TODAY A chance of rain and 
snow showers, then rain showers.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers. Cloudy.

Details, page A3 Art by Nathan Brhel
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Associated Press
OMAHA — Health of-

ficials say the number of  
coronavirus cases in Ne-
braska has topped 8,000, 
and four more deaths re-
lated to COVID-19 have 
been reported.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Health and 
Human Services said 
the number of  corona-
virus cases in the state 
increased by 403 on 
Saturday to 8,234. The 
number of  deaths re-
lated to the virus out-
break increased to 96. 
The actual number of  
infections is thought to 
be far higher because 
many people have not 
been tested, and studies 
suggest people can be 
infected with the virus 
without feeling sick.

One of  the new deaths 
was a Douglas County 
man in his 60s who did 
not have any underlying 
health conditions. De-
tails of  the other three 
deaths weren’t immedi-
ately available.

For some infected peo-
ple, especially older 

adults and people with 
existing health prob-
lems, the virus can 
cause severe illness 
or death. But for most 
people, it causes mild 
or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and 
cough, that clear up in 
two to three weeks.

State officials also said 
that a staff member at 
the Nebraska Correc-
tional Services Depart-
ment’s Staff Training 
Academy has tested 
positive for the coro-
navirus. To date, eight 
Corrections employees, 
including six who work 
at the Nebraska State 
Penitentiary in Lincoln, 
have tested positive.

Department Director 
Scott Frakes said three 
inmates at the state 
prison are being tested 
and have bee segregated 
from other inmates be-
cause they had close 
contact with a staff 
member who tested 
positive for the virus. 
These three tests are 
the first administered to 
state inmates.

Nebraska reports 
8,234 coronavirus 
cases, 96 deaths

Associated Press
LINCOLN — Busi-

nesses have started re-
opening in Nebraska, 
even as the number 
of  coronavirus cases 
surges, raising con-
cerns among medical 
experts.

Projections have long 
suggested the pandemic 
would peak at the end 
of  April in Nebraska. 
But Dr. Mark Rupp, 
chief  of  the division of  
infectious diseases at 
the University of  Ne-
braska Medical Cen-
ter, said it appears that 
cases have only pla-
teaued at best — and 

at much higher levels 
than had been seen 
just weeks earlier, the 
Omaha World-Herald 
reported.

Nebraska had 8,234 
confirmed cases of  
COVID-19 as of  Satur-
day, up 641 from Friday. 
The number of  deaths 
related to the virus 
outbreak increased to 
96. The number of  in-
fections is thought to 
be far higher because 
many people have not 
been tested, and studies 
suggest people can be 
infected with the virus 
without feeling sick.

“We are not out of  the 

woods by any means,” 
Rupp said.

Gov. Pete Ricketts 
on Friday declined to 
say whether he thinks 
the state has peaked. 
He noted that the Uni-
versity of  Washington 
model that once had 
Nebraska cases peak-
ing in late April now 
has moved the peak into 
early May.

But he said he’s not 
so much focused on the 
case numbers as he is 
on whether Nebras-
ka’s hospitals are be-
ing overwhelmed with 

COVID-19 increases continue in 
Nebraska as businesses reopen

NATI HARNIK/AP

Barbers and clients wear face masks at the Elite Barbershop in Omaha on 
May 4, the first day that restrictions put into place to combat the coronavi-
rus pandemic have been loosened.

NICK BLASNITZ
nblasnitz@hastingstribune.com

E
ven with some 
social distancing 
guidelines being 
reduced, the public 
demand for face 

masks still exists. And one 
Hastings organization’s 
cause for making masks is 
becoming the cat’s meow.

Judy Hoch, president of  the 
Adams County Feline Co-
alition, started out making 
masks to donate to health 
care workers and for neigh-
bors. But as more people 
reached out to Hoch about 
obtaining a mask, she real-
ized she could do some addi-
tional good for the coalition.

“I got to thinking that the 
whole mask-wearing thing 
could really develop into a 
necessity for our society,” 
Hoch said. “We met with our 
board of  directors and we 
thought, ‘Maybe we could 
help the kitties by making 
(masks).’ On our board ... we 
have cutters and people that 
do the first seam, so it’s re-
ally been a group project. We 
don’t have a membership of  
our organization; it’s just six 
women that run the board, 
and they’ve all pitched in.”

The board members fo the 
Adams County Feline Coa-
lition have made more than 
1,100 masks to date. After put-
ting their initial focus equip-
ping health care workers, the 
group started hearing from 
companies that were looking 
to help their employees stay 
safe and healthy.

“A lot of  ours went to the 
hospital — obviously that 
is the first priority, is our 
health care workers. But now 
that everyone’s wearing a 
mask, really masks are im-
portant for all sectors of  life,” 
Hoch said. “We are now start-
ing to take orders from busi-
nesses. We did 300 for Eaton 
and then for other smaller 
businesses, we’ve done 20 
here, 12 there, 15 there, 40 on 
the next order. A lot of  busi-
nesses are stepping up and 
providing cloth masks to do 
what they can to protect their 
own employees.”

The ACFC board is made up 
of  Hoch, Susie Stahl, Mary 
Seiler, Kristin Pavelka, Kris-
tin Buhr and Meg May. To-
gether, the six have formed 
their own assembly line, but 
one that ensures they are 
still able to maintain social 
distancing guidelines. Hoch 
said she buys the fabric and 
then drops it off at the house 
of  a fellow board member to 
have the material cut. It is 
then put into plastic bags and 

dropped off at another mem-
ber’s house for the next stage 
of  the process.

“We text, ‘Hey, I have my 
masks cut out and I’m going 
to leave them on the front 
porch.’ We have not seen each 
other through all of  this be-
cause we know the impor-
tance of  not being together 
and social distancing,” Hoch 
said.

Though the Feline Coali-
tion hasn’t made masks with 
kittens on the fabric, they 
have created some fun masks. 
Hoch said she just ordered 
some Kansas State University 
fabric for her daughter and 
son-in-law and said she’s also 
got some Husker material 
heading her way.

“We may not have football, 
but we can at least show our 
pride for our football team,” 
she said.

Hoch said she’s seen some 
masks for sale in Hastings as 
expensive as $15 or $20. She 
believes that’s “a bit much” 
for some people to afford, so 
she and the coalition are sell-
ing their masks for just $5, 
with all of  the profits going to 
the ACFC.

“That’s a pretty cheap way 
to protect your health and the 
ones you love,” Hoch said.

The Adams County Fe-
line Coalition has two main 

Cat cause
Feline Coalition making 

masks to beneFit 
Community, area Felines

Courtesy

Pictured are masks made by the board members of the Adams County Feline Coalition. 
The members are making the masks for local people and companies with the profits going 
toward the coalition.
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The Hastings Museum 

is asking for public in-
put to help record the 
history of  the current 
pandemic and how it 
is affecting of  the local 
community.

Teresa Kreutzer-Hod-
son, curator of  collec-
tions, said after the ini-
tial period of  trying to 
figure out living and 
working amid the threat 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
it became apparent this 
would be an import-
ant experience to docu-
ment.

“We talked about 
we should start docu-
menting this,” she said. 
“Then I started think-
ing about ‘How do you 
document it?’ It could 

be journals, it could be 
letters of  cancellation, 
it could be things about 
school — just the ways 
it’s affecting everybody. 
I think all of  it will tell 
a story down the road 
for other people who 
either don’t live it or 
were too young to re-
ally remember. I just 
started thinking about 
what that could look 
like.”

She received feedback 
from a recently retired 
gentleman who planned 
on traveling.

“Obviously, that’s not 
happening,” she said.

She has a graduating 
senior herself.

The more feedback 
the museum receives, 
the more well-rounded 

Museum collecting 
COVID-19 experiences
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