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Patriots end season with third-place finish. - B1

Monday, March 16, 2020

weather
44
29

TODAY A slight chance of drizzle 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. North 
wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Jamie Houser
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HOPE YEN AND  
AAMER MADHANI

Associated Press
WASHINGTON 

— President Donald 
Trump on Sunday 
called on people to stop 
hoarding groceries and 
other supplies as one of  
the nation’s most senior 
public health officials 
urged Americans to act 
with more urgency to 
protect themselves and 
others against the coro-
navirus. Dr. Anthony 
Fauci said he would like 
to see aggressive mea-
sures such as a 14-day 

national shutdown.
“You don’t have to buy 

so much,” Trump said at 
a news conference. “Take 
it easy. Just relax.”

Trump assured Amer-
icans, after speaking 
with leading grocery 
chain executives, that 
grocers would remain 
open and that the sup-
ply chain remained 
healthy. Speaking at the 
same White House news 
conference, Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence urged 
Americans to buy only 
the groceries they need 
for the week ahead.

The comments from 
the president came af-
ter the government’s 
top infectious disease 
expert said he would 
like to see Americans to 
hunker down even more 
to help slow the spread 
of  the coronavirus.

Still, Fauci said travel 
restrictions within the 
United States, such as to 
and from hard-hit Wash-
ington state and Califor-
nia, probably would not 
be needed anytime soon.

Officials in Washington 

Trump calls on Americans 
to cease hoarding food, supplies
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Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, speaks during a briefing on coronavirus in the Brady press 
briefing room at the White House Saturday in Washington.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com

G
rowing up on a farm 
outside of  Fullerton, 
Jerome Dubas was 
inspired by his high 
school biology teacher, 

Ralph Koskela, who took students 
to the Loup River to chart the flora 
and fauna there on a daily basis.

“He was just an awesome, 
well-respected teacher, but he also 
made education an event by doing 
these large projects that took us 
out of  school,” Dubas said. “They 
were just these big things that 
made it a memory and an event. It 
took all the knowledge you learned 
from him and you had to apply it.”

So when Dubas became a teacher 
himself  he wanted his students 
to have big, memorable outside 
events that related to what they 
learned in the classroom too.

Dubas was a 2020 Governor’s 
Arts Award honoree, receiving the 
Kim West Dinsdale Award for Ex-
cellence in Teaching.

The Governor’s Arts Award cer-
emony, scheduled for March 27 in 
Lincoln, has been postponed.

Dubas lives in Hastings where 

he is adjunct instructor of  art at 
Hastings College, teaching the pot-
tery and clay sculpture courses at 
night and on weekends. He helped 
design the ceramics room in Hast-
ings College’s Jackson Dinsdale 
Art Center.

He also teaches art at Grand Is-
land Senior High.

He has worked 24 years at Hast-
ings College, 25 years at Grand Is-
land Public Schools and 12 years at 
Sandy Creek Public Schools before 
Grand Island.

“The biggest honor of  receiving 
the award has been students from 
the last almost 40 years being in 
contact with me now,” he said. 
“That’s been the coolest thing that 
has happened through the pro-
cess.”

During his tenure at Grand Is-
land Senior High School Dubas 
has helped double enrollment in 
the art classes.

A news release for the award 
stated Dubas wasn’t only described 
as having a passion for art, but 
having a true passion for his stu-
dents.

The engaging lessons and fertile 
studio environment he provides his 
students offers opportunities for 
them to produce award-winning 

A passion
for art and
students

Hastings artist, instructor 
receives art educator award

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Jerome Dubas speaks Saturday during an interview at the Jackson 
Dinsdale Art Center on the campus at Hastings College. Dubas, who 
teaches at Grand Island Public Schools and Hastings College, is the 
recipient of the Governor’s Arts Award for Excellence in Arts Educa-
tion. SEE DUBAS/page A3
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Schools, Adams Central 
Public Schools, Hast-
ings Catholic Schools 
and Zion Lutheran 
School all will be closed 
this week in an effort to 
thwart the spread of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, or COVID-19.

The HPS decision was 
announced late Sun-
day afternoon in calls 
and messages to district 

families and staff from 
Jeff Schneider, the su-
perintendent of  schools.

Subsequently, the 
other local school sys-
tems’ decisions to close 
were confirmed to the 
Tribune by AC Superin-
tendent Shawn Scott; the 
Rev. Thomas Brouillette, 
chief  administrative of-
ficer of  Hastings Cath-
olic Schools; and Sara 
Nielsen, head teacher at 
Zion Lutheran, respec-
tively. 

At HPS, all school 
buildings will be closed. 
No activities, practices 
or outside groups are 
permitted until further 

notice. The district’s 
central office will re-
main open for business, 
however, and the Hast-
ings Board of  Education 
will meet as scheduled 
at 7 p.m. Monday.

“We continue to work 
with other local school 
districts and our com-
munity health and 
government officials,” 
Schneider said in his 
message to the HPS 
community. “This is a 
very fluid situation and 
changes occur rapidly. 
We will continue to give 
updates as we can via 
our website, social me-
dia and automated calls 

to our families.”
HPS teachers are be-

ing asked to stay home 
Monday and Tuesday, 
but the tentative plan is 
for them to report back 
to work on Wednesday 
— although that could 
change, Schneider said. 
The next couple of  days 
will provide an opportu-
nity for district leaders 
to plot a way forward for 
this week and beyond.

He apologized for the 
inconvenience the clo-
sure will cause for all 
concerned. He said dis-
trict officials want to 
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The city of  Hastings 

is developing a plan to 
address business con-
tinuity and identify-
ing essential personnel 
in case operations are 
hampered by the pres-
ence of  the new corona-
virus.

Utility Manager Kevin 
Johnson, City Admin-
istrator Dave Ptak and 
Mayor Corey Stutte 

discussed the strategy 
going into that plan 
during the Hastings 
Utility Board meeting 
on Thursday.

“The utility depart-
ment specifically, we 
are building it depart-
ment by department,” 
Johnson said.

Ptak said city depart-
ment heads met Tues-
day at Hastings Utilities 

City addressing business continuity 
plan in preparation for new virus
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All Hastings schools to be closed this week
Move atteMpt  

to tHwart spread  
of covid-19
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