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City officials
excited about
Theatre District
PLANNERS ALSO
RECOMMEND M ARY
LANNING CAMPUS
AMENDMENTS
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Members of the Hastings Planning Commission and city development services
department expressed
enthusiasm for the proposed Theatre District
development in taking
action to allow tax increment financing for
the project.
Commissioners voted
6-0 at their regular
meeting Tuesday to recommend approval of a
plan modification for
the project.
Commissioners Gavin
Raitt, Mac Rundle,
Michelle Lewis and
Rakesh Srivastava were
absent. Alternate Willis
Hunt was present.
Up to 150 apartment
units, commercial and
professional space,
restaurants, a small
grocery store and a potential indoor sports facility all are part of the
developers’ vision for
what the former Imperial Mall property could
come to hold over a period of several years.
“Exciting, actually;
very exciting,” Development Services Director
Lisa Parnell-Rowe said
in introducing the item.
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A runner passes by a window displaying portraits of people wearing face coverings to help
prevent the spread of the coronavirus Monday in Lewiston, Maine.

A deadly surge
STATES TIGHTENING
ANTI-VIRUS RESTRICTIONS
AMID INCREASE IN CASES
RYAN J. FOLEY AND
MICHAEL KUNZELMAN

Associated Press

IOWA CITY, Iowa — The
deadly rise in COVID-19 cases
across the U.S. is forcing state
and local officials to adjust
their blueprints for fighting
the virus, with Republican
governors adopting mask
mandates — skeptically, in at
least one case — and schools
scrapping plans to reopen
classrooms.
The steps face blowback
from those who question the
science behind mask wearing
and social distancing and fear
the new restrictions will kill
off more jobs and trample on
their civil liberties.
In Iowa, Gov. Kim Reynolds
had pushed back against a
mask mandate for months but
imposed a limited one Tuesday, becoming the latest GOP
holdout to change course on
face coverings. At the same
time, she claimed “there’s
science on both sides” about
whether masks reduce the
spread of the coronavirus.
With Thanksgiving coming
up next week, public health
officials are bracing for a holiday-fueled surge. Doctors
are urging families to stick to
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Waitress Kim Iannacone (left) and manager Yllka Murati
gather food orders at the Penrose Diner Tuesday in south
Philadelphia. Philadelphia plans to prohibit indoor dining at
restaurants, shutter casinos, gyms, museums and libraries,
pause in-person instruction at colleges and high schools,
and reduce occupancy at stores and religious institutions,
the health commissioner, Dr. Thomas Farley, said at a news
conference Monday as the city battles a resurgence of the
coronavirus.
small gatherings.
Governors in Ohio, Maryland and Illinois imposed restrictions on business hours
and crowd sizes Tuesday, and
their counterparts in Wisconsin and Colorado proposed
economic relief packages. Los
Angeles County, with a population of 10 million, ordered
similar business restrictions.

PARTIES AGREE
TO WORK TOGETHER
ON PROJECT
TONY HERRMAN
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As Adams County prepares for the planned
$37 million justice center approved by voters
during the general election, one local judge
shared concerns about
whether new courtrooms will meet state
standards.
Saying he represented
all Adams County and
district court judges,
District Court Judge
Stephen Illingworth
spoke Tuesday —
during the first Adams
County Board of Supervisors meeting since the
Nov. 3 general election
— about the Nebraska
Supreme Court facility
planning guidelines and
standards. He gave each
county board member a
copy of courtroom facility planning guidelines
and standards and provided an overview of
the thick document.
The county needs to
obtain approval from
the Nebraska Supreme
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Nebraska reports record number of virus cases
Associated Press

OMAHA — The number
of coronavirus cases in Nebraska topped 100,000 as the
state reported a record 3,440
cases Monday.
Nebraska has had 101,601
cases of the virus since the
pandemic began. There were
also eighteen new deaths reported Monday to give the
state 797 deaths.
The number of people hospitalized with the virus in the
state set a new record at 938.
Gov. Pete Ricketts has said if
that number continues to rise
and approaches 1,200 — when
25% of the hospitalized patients in the state have coronavirus — he will impose additional restrictions to limit
the spread of the virus.
The number of people hospitalized with the virus has
more than quadrupled since

the start of October when 227
people were being treated for
COVID-19, and hospitals are
struggling to keep up with
the caseload.
On Monday, Ricketts repeated his plea for residents
to voluntarily avoid crowds
and wear masks when
around other people to stop
the spread of the virus. But
he once again said he won’t
impose a statewide mask
mandate, even as a number
of large and mid-sized cities have enacted their own.
The city of Beatrice is moving forward with a new mandate, joining Omaha, Lincoln,
Grand Island and Kearney.
“I don’t think mask mandates are appropriate,” Ricketts said in response to a
question at a news conference. “I think they breed resistance.”
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He added that other states,
such as Wisconsin, have enacted statewide mask mandates but have still seen a
surge in cases. Many local
public health officials have
called for a mandate, saying
it would have helped slow the
increase in new cases and
hospitalizations in Nebraska.
Nebraska has the
sixth-highest rate of new virus cases in the nation. And
over the past week, one out
of every 120 people in the
state was diagnosed with
COVID-19, according to data
from Johns Hopkins University.
The seven-day rolling average of daily new cases in
Nebraska has nearly doubled
over the past two weeks from
1,124.14 new cases per day on
Nov. 2 to 2,027.43 new cases
per day on Nov. 16.
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TODAY Sunny. Wind 10-15 mph,
with gusts as high as 25 mph.
TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South
wind 5-15 mph.
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Judge, supervisors discuss
courtroom concerns
for new justice center

The key measures of the
country’s effectiveness in
managing the pandemic are
all heading in the wrong direction. Hospitalizations,
deaths and cases are all skyrocketing in the U.S.
In its weekly internal report, the White House coronavirus task force warned of
an “aggressive, unrelenting”

A DEADLY SURGE

The 80,000-squarefoot former K-Mart is
planned to be remodeled into a community
recreational facility.
The rest of the primary
mall structure will be
demolished.
Two multi-family
structures, geared toward people 55 years old
and older, will be constructed.
The theater would be
remodeled.
Outlying lots on the
east side of the property, near Marian Road,
could be used for retail
or grocery businesses.
“All of this would not
be possible without
TIF financing,” Parnell-Rowe said. “That’s
a key component to this.
We are in support of
this, full of support. It
would be nice to see a
reuse of this area.”
Perry Reid Properties-Management LLC
and Cheema Investments LLC, a Scottsbluff-based group that
purchased the property nearly a year ago,
announced on Oct. 30
they have teamed to
form Theatre District
LLC, the entity that will
tackle redevelopment
of the currently derelict
and almost entirely idle
property at 12th Street
and Marian Road.
The area was declared
blighted in 2009.
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Court upon completion
of the plans before construction can begin on
the new justice center.
The guidelines state
the planning committee
for the project should
include representatives
from the county board,
judges, members of
court staff such as court
reporters and bailiffs,
members of the bar association and local law
enforcement representatives.
Three stages must be
approved: when the facility analysis is complete, when a schematic
design is developed and
after final designs are
converted to construction drawings, and before final designs go to
bid.
Illingworth said there
was concern among
judges whether the
courtroom structure
proposed for the justice
center would meet all
of the necessary guidelines and still stay under $38 million, which is
the maximum amount
Adams County can
bond for the project.
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